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Brief Speaker Biographies 

 
 

Robert Adachi - Bob Adachi is the recipient of numerous awards, including the PCIE and CIGIE Award for 
Excellence, the U.S. EPA gold medals for commendable service to the agency and the OIG Honor Award for 
Exceptional Contributions. Since May 2008, Bob has been the Director of Forensic Audits for the EPA Office 
of Inspector General.  
 
Monica Aquino-Thieman - Monica Aquino-Thieman is the Acting Director of the NASA Office of the 
General Counsel, Acquisition Integrity Program (AIP).  In this capacity, she oversees the procurement fraud 
program for the Agency and serves as the Coordination of Remedies Official for investigations of fraud and/or 
corruption.  She also serves as Counsel to the NASA Suspending and Debarring Official.  She currently co-
chairs the Department of Defense Procurement Fraud Working Group and chairs the NASA Counterfeit Parts 
Working Group. 
 
Mark Boyll - Mark S. Boyll currently serves an Associate General Counsel, Office of General Counsel, Office 
of the Inspector General, Department of Defense working primarily in the areas of procurement fraud, criminal 
investigative policy and oversight, and intelligence oversight.  
 
Todd Canni - Todd J. Canni serves as Director, Suspension & Debarment Operations where he oversees and 
manages the operations of the Air Force’s debarment program and advises the Suspension Debarment Official.  
Mr. Canni serves as Co-Chair of the Debarment & Suspension Committee (American Bar Association, Public 
Contract Law Section).  
 
Christopher Clarke - Christopher Clarke is an attorney at the Small Business Administration. He works within 
the Office of General Counsel’s Office of Procurement Law. Mr. Clarke has also served as legal counsel to 
SBA’s Suspension and Debarment Official since 2008.   
 
Barbara Corprew - Barbara Corprew currently serves as an Associate Deputy Chief in the Criminal Division’s 
Fraud Section at the U.S. Department of Justice.  Barbara has served in the Fraud Section as a federal 
prosecutor for over 30 years and has extensive experience in conducting procurement fraud investigations.   
 
Donald Cox - Mr. Donald F. Cox is the Deputy Assistant General Counsel (Acquisition Integrity) for the 
Department of the Navy (DON).  He is responsible for managing DON's Acquisition Integrity Program and the 
Acquisition Integrity Office.  This entails coordinating the acquisition integrity efforts of all the major 
stakeholders, including the Naval Criminal Investigative Service, Naval Audit Service, Naval Inspector 
General, and the DON acquisition community.  Mr. Cox has 20 years of Federal acquisition law experience.  
 
Travis Farris - Travis J. Farris is an Assistant Counsel to the Inspector General at the Small Business 
Administration (SBA OIG).  In this capacity, he regularly assists with the development of criminal, suspension, 
debarment, False Claims Act, and Program Fraud Civil Remedies Act (PFCRA) cases related to SBA programs.   
 



Laura Fernandez - Laura Fernandez currently serves as the Suspension and Debarment (S&D) Hearing Officer 
and Grants Competition Dispute Deciding Official in the Office of Grants and Debarment at the Environmental 
Protection Agency, a position she has held since August 2010.  Ms. Fernandez is recognized S&D expert in the 
Federal Government and teaches the subject at both the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center (since 2006) 
and the IG Criminal Investigator Academy (since earlier this year).  
 
Uldric “Ric” Fiore - "Ric" Fiore has served as the Army Suspension and Debarment Official since October 
2008.   Prior civilian positions include General Counsel for the DOD Inspector General and Assistant U.S. 
Attorney in the Civil Division of the D.C. District.  His career as an Army Judge Advocate prior to his civilian 
service included serving as the Army SDO in the Republic of Korea and as a Litigation Attorney in the Army's 
Procurement Fraud Division.   
 
Russell Geoffrey - Mr. Geoffrey has held his position as Director of the Defense Contract Management 
Agency's Contract Integrity Center (CIC) since its inception in May of 2000. DCMA manages over 18,000 
contractors and 320,000 contracts valuing over $1.4B.  Russ manages a staff of seven attorneys and support 
personnel that have the Agency wide mission of coordinating fraud remedies and assisting in the prevention, 
detection, investigation and prosecution of fraud and other irregularities. Russ was the first Steering Committee 
Chair of the Department of Defense’s Procurement Fraud Working Group, and is the 2011 recipient of the 
DODIG’s Joseph H. Sherick Award given in recognition of outstanding accomplishments in support of the 
DODIG.  
 
Eric Gold - Since 2004, Eric has served as an Assistant General Counsel in NSF’s Office of the General 
Counsel.  In addition to handling responsibilities in connection with the Foundation’s suspension and debarment 
program, he serves as NSF’s sole attorney for personnel matters.  As such, he renders legal advice to the 
Foundation’s managers and supervisors, and defends the Foundation’s personnel, labor and staffing decisions in 
both administrative and judicial forums. 
 
John Hanson - John Hanson is a thought leader and expert in the field of Independent Corporate Monitoring, a 
practice area involving the imposition of an independent third party by a government agency upon an 
organization for the purpose(s) of verifying the organization's compliance with the Terms of a settlement 
agreement between the agency and organization.  John is currently involved in four other monitoring roles, two 
as the named Monitor, one as the named "Independent Business Ethics Program Evaluator" and another in 
support of the named Monitor.  He is also a leading member of the American Bar Association's Task Force on 
Corporate Monitors, responsible for creating "best practices" and formal Standards for Monitors. 
 
Joan Hobbs - Joan Hobbs was selected as the new Deputy Assistant Inspector General for Audit - Special 
Operations Division in June 2010.  This was a newly created division that is responsible for all forensic auditors 
performing civil fraud work nationwide, and also includes responsibility for the Data Analytics Division.  Joan 
Hobbs is also the person who coordinates HUDOIG civil activities with the US Attorney’s Offices. 
 
Allison Lerner - Allison C. Lerner assumed the duties as Inspector General of the National Science Foundation 
(NSF) in April 2009. As head of the Office of Inspector General she recommends policies for promoting 
economy, efficiency and effectiveness of NSF programs and operations. She leads efforts to prevent and detect 
fraud, waste, and abuse; improve the integrity of NSF programs and operations; and investigate allegations of 
misconduct in science. Ms. Lerner chairs the Council of Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency 
Suspension and Debarment Working Group which was formed in 2010. 



 
Steve Linick - Steve A. Linick heads the Office of Inspector General (OIG) of the Federal Housing Finance 
Agency where he oversees audits, evaluations, and investigations to improve and protect Agency programs and 
operations, including its regulation of Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, and Federal Home Loan Banks.   Mr. Linick’s 
memberships include: the President’s Financial Fraud Enforcement Taskforce; the Council of the Inspectors 
General on Integrity and Efficiency’s Investigations Committee; and the Council of the Inspectors General on 
Financial Oversight. 
 
Normand Lussier – Mr. Lussier manages the DLA fraud program.  He provides program and policy direction 
to fourteen field activity fraud attorneys.  He also provides oversight of contractor ethics and compliance 
programs.  He is the chief counsel to DLA Suspension and Debarment Official. 
 
Joseph Neurauter - Joe Neurauter, a member of the Senior Executive Service, now serves as Deputy Chief 
Acquisition Officer and Senior Procurement Executive, Office of Government wide Policy, US General 
Services Administration (GSA).  In that capacity, Joe is also the GSA Suspension and Debarment Official and 
the Agency Protest Official.  Joe was previously the Senior Procurement Executive and Chief Procurement 
Officer at the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).   
 
Duc H. Nguyen - Duc is currently serving as the Vice Chair of the Interagency Suspension and Debarment 
Committee (ISDC) and the Acquisition Integrity Program Coordinator (Western Region) for the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).  At NASA, he is responsible for the coordination of fraud 
remedies for the following NASA centers and facilities:  Johnson Space Center (Houston, TX), Stennis Space 
Center (Stennis, MS), NASA Shared Services Center (Stennis, MS), Jet Propulsion Laboratory (Pasadena, CA), 
Dryden Flight Research Center (Edwards, CA), and Ames Research Center (Moffett Field, CA).   
 
Richard Pelletier – Richard Pelletier is the Suspension and Debarment Official (SDO) for the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA).  He previously served as the Air Force Assistant Deputy General Counsel for 
Contractor Responsibility (Deputy to the Air Force SDO) and a trial attorney at the Department of Justice 
(DOJ).  Before working at the DOJ, he was in private practice where he represented clients in government 
contract matters before federal courts and boards, including protests before the GAO. 
 
Brian Persico - Brian A. Persico joined SIGAR in June 2011 as Senior Counsel for Investigations, responsible 
for development and operation of its suspension and debarment program and providing legal support to 
investigators regarding the formation, administration, and termination of government contracts, cases under the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice, cases involving classified materials and the processing of criminal and civil 
cases brought by SIGAR in Federal District Court. 
 
Judith Rabinowitz - Judith Rabinowitz is an Assistant Director in the Commercial Litigation Branch, Civil 
Division, U.S. Department of Justice, where she has practiced since 1979.  She supervises complex litigation, 
primarily in the areas of Defense contract and procurement fraud, bribery, kickbacks, and conflicts of interest.  
Ms. Rabinowitz counts among her achievements some of the largest settlements in government contract fraud, 
including Operation Ill Wind in the early 1990s and the record $615 million global settlement with The Boeing 
Company in 2006 that included $565 million in civil recoveries.  She currently supervises numerous matters 
involving wartime contracts in Southwest Asia. 



Maureen Regan - Maureen T. Regan is responsible for directing a staff that provides legal advice to the IG and 
all Office of Inspector General (OIG) components on legal issues involving audits, investigations, inspections, 
and other reviews. Her office represents the Inspector General in all litigation involving the OIG and is 
responsible for coordinating all civil fraud matters within the OIG and with the Department of Justice, 
particularly cases filed under the qui tam provisions of the False Claims Act and matters involving contract 
fraud issues.  She is also a member of VA’s Suspension and Debarment Committee.   

Randolph Sawyer - Mr. Randolph (Randy) Sawyer joined Department of Homeland Security (DHS), U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), Office of Acquisition Management, in February 2007.  He 
currently serves as the Assistant Director for the Suspension and Debarment Division (SD) at ICE.  The ICE 
Suspension and Debarment program is recognized as one of the most successful and prolific suspension and 
debarment programs in the federal government.   
 
David Sims - David M. Sims is the Chair of the Interagency Suspension and Debarment Committee. He is also 
the Senior Debarment Program Manager for the Department of the Interior (DOI), with over 35 years’ federal 
legal experience.  He joined the DOI Office of Acquisition and Property Management in October 2009 putting 
in place a robust debarment program, following a detail to DOI’s Office of Inspector General, Acquisition 
Integrity Unit.  He is a vice chair of the American Bar Association Public Contract Law Section’s Suspension 
and Debarment Committee. He compiles and annually updates a Suspension and Debarment Case Law 
Compendium (2011); speaks, trains and advises on interagency suspension and debarment development. 
 
Debra Sonderman - As Director, Office of Acquisition and Property Management and Senior Procurement 
Executive, Debra Sonderman is responsible for policy development and oversight of the Department of the 
Interior’s extensive acquisition, financial assistance, facility and property management programs.  She also 
serves as Interior’s Suspending and Debarring Official.  
 
Stanley Stocker - Stanley Stocker is the Debarment Program Manager for the Office of Inspector General at 
the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI OIG).  His role is to provide subject matter expertise for the DOI OIG 
in the area of suspension and debarment.  He has over 20 years of legal experience including public and private 
practice with most of his career service with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as a hearing officer for 
suspension and debarment.  He is a Certified Compliance & Ethics Professional. 
 


