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We received an allegation that the subJ ect’ s NSF proposal' contalned an idea that was stolen
‘(intellectual theft) from the complainant’s ? earlier NSF awarded proposal 3 We.contacted the
complainant who provided us w1th more detailed information about the allegation. -

J

: The complainant explained-that the: alleged stolen idea involved a Very small part of the subject’s .
proposal. "The complainant further: explalned ‘that the subject ori gmally published thé basis for
the idea. In fact, the complainant cited the:subject in hlS own pr0posal as the source of: the
promising method associated with the idea. .. : : R

We noted that the subject has been worklng 1n the theoretical ﬁeld assomated with: the*allegedl yi
stolen idea for almost 20" years we compared one of the subject’s earlier NSF awards .granted
2-years.prior:with.the complainant? 'j;:awarded proposal and with the subject’s. most: recent
proposal that: allegedl ricontained-the:stole: idea. “We observed that the subject’s.earlier NSF 1%
award was.similar tothisimostirecé SE: proposal Both contain very broad theoretical:
discussionsiabout: the idea.in‘question:as:well-as many other ideas. Similarly, the: complamant"
proposal contained:a:very.broad- theoretical: discussion about the idea in question as weli-as:6th
ideas. We concluded that the 1nformat10n and ideas in the complainant’s proposal, in- the
subject’s-award and in the subject’s fecent proposal all showed that both researchers are -
progressively developing theoretical work about the same theoretical problem. Both ‘descn'bed
their research ideas and future directions for their research in very broad terms with numerous: -
different possible directions and outcomes possible as a result of their research. We found no
evidence that the subject had incorporated any ideas from the complainant’s award

inappropriately.

This case is closed and no further action will be taken.
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