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David M. Sims chairs for OMB the U.S. Government's Interagency Suspension and Debarment 
Committee. He is the Debarment Program Manager for the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI), 
with over 35 years’ federal legal experience.  He joined DOI's Office of Acquisition and Property 
Management in October 2009, establishing a robust debarment program, after a DOI Office of 
Inspector General, Acquisition Integrity Unit detail. Mr. Sims served as the Chief Hearing Official 
for the U.S. EPA's Suspension and Debarment Program from 1988 through February 2009.  He 
acted in 2008 as EPA Debarring Official and in 2007 as Director of EPA’s Suspension and 
Debarment Division. Mr. Sims is author/principal author of over 115 debarment/suspension 
contested case determinations. 
 
Mr. Sims served also as the EPA Headquarters Grants Competition Disputes Decision Official. 
Mr. Sims performed twelve years of environmental enforcement, grants, procurement and general 
law practice in EPA's Region V Office of Regional Counsel, Chicago, Illinois. He is a vice chair of 
the American Bar Association Public Contract Law Section’s Suspension and Debarment 
Committee.  He is a contributor to the ABA Public Contract Law Section’s Practitioner’s Guide 
to Suspension and Debarment, 3rd Edition; and author of "Suspension and Debarment: Potent 
Government Tools," ABA Section Of Natural Resources, Energy and Environmental Law News, 
January/ February 1994; and "Contractor Debarment at EPA: A Primer," 3 Water Environment & 
Technology No. 4 (1991).  He compiles and updates Suspension and Debarment Case Law 
Compendium; speaks, trains, and advises on interagency suspension and debarment development. 
Mr. Sims is a recipient of a Council of Inspectors General Integrity and Efficiency Award; 
National Aeronautics and Space Agency, Acquisition Integrity Program Commendation for 
consultation in developing NASA's debarment program; DOI’s Office of Inspector General 
Individual Excellence Award; and EPA's Gold, Silver, and Bronze Medals for contributions to 
EPA’s debarment program, and Bronze Medal for contributions to the resolution of precedent 
setting EPA assistance award disputes.   
 
Mr. Sims earned his Juris Doctor at the University of Illinois, College of Law.  He is admitted to 
practice law in the Illinois Supreme Court, U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois, 
the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, the US 
Court of International Trade, and the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 


