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Former lowa State Professor Pleads Guilty To False Statements
January 28, 2014

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DES MOINES, IA — United States Attorney Nicholas A. Klinefeldt announced that Dr. Palaniappa Molian,
of Ames, pled guilty on January 24, 2014, to two felony counts relating to false statements made to the
National Science Foundation.

According to the written plea agreement, in December of 2009, Dr. Molian, as a principal investigator on a
National Science Foundation grant to lowa State University, submitted a reimbursement expense voucher
that contained false statements. Dr. Molian claimed in a requested reimbursement that he traveled to
Boston, Massachusetts, to work on an lowa State University National Science Foundation grant research
experiment. Dr. Molian admitted in the plea agreement that he did not perform any work on the grant
research experiment in Boston, and that he traveled to Boston for unrelated reasons.

The plea agreement also provides that Dr. Molian, in his capacity as president of Photon Energy
Technology, submitted a Small Business Innovation Research Program Report to the National Science
Foundation on July 1, 2010, that contained false statements. Dr. Molian claimed and sought payment for
approximately $20,000 in laser rental costs, when he had access to a laser at no cost. Dr. Molian spent the
excess grant funds he was awarded on unrelated personal expenses.

Dr. Molian will be sentenced on April 25, 2014, before the Honorable James E. Gritzner. Making a false
statement to a federal agency carries a maximum sentence of imprisonment of up to five years and a
maximum fine of $250,000.

This case was investigated by the National Science Foundation Office of the Inspector General and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and was prosecuted by the United States Attorney’s Office for the
Southern District of lowa.

(Download Press Release _ﬂ)

Return to Top

http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/news/2014/Molian%20-%20Plea%201-28-2014.htmI[06/05/2014 10:43:51 AM]

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT

PROGRAMS JOBS

“JUSTICE

SEARCH THE SITE

Search m

CONTACT

UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS' OFFICES

HOMEPAGE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS OFFICES

BRIEFING ROOM

Federal funding available |

What Makes a
School Safer?

Using science to
discover what works.

VISIT NIJ.GOV
KEYWORDS: COMPREHENSIVE

SCHOOL SAFETY INITIATIVE

Community Outreach

Giving Back to the Community through
a variety of venues & initatives.

LEARN MORE

LAW ENFORCEMENT
COORDIN: T
COMMITTEE

Training and seminars for Federal,
State, and Local Law Enforcement

Agencies.
LEARN MORE

project safe childhood

Help us combat the proliferation of
sexual exploitation crimes against

children.
LEARN MORE


http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/index.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/news.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/news/2014/Molian - Plea 1-28-14.pdf
http://www.justice.gov/
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/lecc.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/psc.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/index.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/briefing_room/index.html
http://nij.gov/topics/crime/school-crime/pages/school-safety-initiative.aspx
http://www.justice.gov/
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/lecc.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/psc.html
http://www.justice.gov/
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/index.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/about.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/news.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/news.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/meetattorney.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/divisions.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/programs.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/jobs.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/contact.html

USDOJ: US Attorney's Office - Southern District of lowa

SOUTHERN DISTRICT ;/
[ art 1l 110 E

NEWS MEET THE US DIVISIONS PROGRAMS
ATTORNEY
Press Releases ECE
PSC
PSN
VWA
Diversity

http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/news/2014/Molian%20-%20Plea%201-28-2014.htmI[06/05/2014 10:43:51 AM]

CONTACT US

Telephone
Mail
Webmaster

DEFENDING
CHILDHOOD

HEALTHRIVE

Develop knowledge and spread
awareness about children's exposure to
violence.

LEARN MORE

Basic primer for the federal judicial

system.
LEARMN MORE

STAY CONNECTED

=

Twilter

JUSTICE.GOV/USAO

Accessibility Justice.gov
FOIA USA.gov
Privacy Policy

Legal Policies &
Disclaimers



http://www.justice.gov/ag/defendingchildhood/
http://www.justice.gov/usao/justice101/
http://www.justice.gov/ag/defendingchildhood/
http://www.justice.gov/usao/justice101/
javascript:exitWinOpen('https://twitter.com/usao_sdia');
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/index.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/about.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/news.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/news.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/meetattorney.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/meetattorney.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/divisions.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/programs.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/lecc.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/psc.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/psn.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/vwa.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/diversity.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/jobs.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/contact.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/contact.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/contact.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ias/contact.html
http://www.justice.gov/accessibility/accessibility_info.htm
http://www.justice.gov/oip/
http://www.justice.gov/privacy-file.htm
http://www.justice.gov/legalpolicies.htm
http://www.justice.gov/legalpolicies.htm
http://www.justice.gov/
http://www.usa.gov/

	justice.gov
	USDOJ: US Attorney's Office - Southern District of Iowa


	BsZWElMjAxLTI4LTIwMTQuaHRtbAA=: 
	gs: 
	q: Search
	btnG: 




