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Robert M. Dixon is a consultant with the Registry for College and University Presidents, which is 
based in Peabody, MA. As a consultant with this organization, he takes on interim leadership 
assignments at universities that need senior level management while in transition.  Among his 
assignments, he has served as Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs at Cheyney 
University and as Vice President for Academic Affairs at the University of Maine at Fort Kent.  He 
recently served as  Interim Chair of the Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering at North 
Carolina A & T State University.  During the last decade he has developed research interests in 
Number Theory.  His career has involved dual paths of work in teaching and research, and in 
administrative leadership positions. 
 
He received the baccalaureate degree in mathematics and physics with high honors from Morehouse 
College; the Master of Science degree in nuclear physics from Rutgers University; and the doctorate 
in theoretical nuclear physics from the University of Maryland.  Dr. Dixon formerly served as the Dean 
of the School of Science at Hampton University.  Prior to his work at Hampton he was Provost and 
Vice President for Academic Affairs at Grambling State University.  During a period of sixteen years 
he was Chair of the Department of Physics at Morehouse College, a period that was characterized by 
considerable success in the production of graduates in the dual-degree engineering program with the 
Georgia Institute of Technology, in the production of graduates in physics and mathematics, and the 
acquisition of funded grants from foundations and federal agencies.  In this period, he received 
funding from the Air Force Office of Scientific Research, the Army Research Office, the Office of Naval 
Research, the AMOCO Foundation, the General Electric Fund, the William Penn Foundation, and the 
Sherman Fairchild Foundation.  His background includes appointments at Morgan State University, 
Southern Polytechnic University, and Bishop College.  Notably, Dr. Dixon is the founding chair of the 
M. S. degree program in physics at Atlanta University (now Clark Atlanta University).  Upon 
graduation from Morehouse College, he began a long relationship with the Woodrow Wilson National 
Fellowship Foundation.  He received a Woodrow Wilson Fellowship to attend Rutgers University.  His 
first academic appointment was as a Woodrow Wilson Teaching Intern at Hampton Institute (now 
Hampton University).  During his career he has contributed as a consultant to several programs 
sponsored by the Foundation.  After some years in academe he served as a Director with an 
engineering firm.  He developed and managed research projects supported by contract with the 
Department of Energy on nuclear waste disposal. 
 
Throughout his career he has remained active in teaching and research.  He has taught at the 
undergraduate and graduate levels.  He has taught and mentored many students who have obtained 
the doctorate in physics or engineering.  More than fifty of his former students have obtained 
advanced degrees in engineering, mathematics, or physics.  He has maintained an active interest in 
research in applied mathematics.  He is the author of several books and laboratory manuals in physics 
and articles on many-body scattering theory.  He has served as a consultant to many public-school 
systems and universities on a wide variety of topics, such as diversity, improving the teaching and 
learning of science and mathematics, the preparation of mathematics teachers, expanding 
opportunities and increasing diversity in engineering, and improving retention.  He is a member of 
the American Physical Society, the American Association of Physics Teachers, the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, and the Mathematical Association of America.   
 


