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Tilak Agerwala’s career has focused on developing advanced research programs and game-changing
strategic initiatives and on bringing innovative computing technologies to market. With the rapid
“digitalization” of our world and the transformative impact this is having, Tilak is interested in
applying big data, modeling, simulation, analytics, and augmented intelligence technologies to
world class science and engineering, education, and leadership development. He is an IBM
Emeritus, Executive-in-Residence, Grove School of Engineering, City College of New York, Adjunct
Associate Professor, Pace University, New York, Adjunct Professor, National Institute for Advanced
Studies, Bangalore, and Member, TKMA Consulting.

In his IBM career, spanning 35 years, Tilak held executive positions in research, strategy, advanced
development, marketing, and business development. He was part of and led teams that developed
and delivered leadership cyberinfrastructure technologies and supercomputers to industry,
academia, and the national labs. As vice president, Systems, (2002 to 2013), he was responsible for
IBM’s research and advanced technology activities worldwide in future systems hardware and
software technologies, including the BlueGene supercomputer. As vice president of Data Centric
Systems (2013-2014) his team established a new paradigm for scalable systems leading to the
delivery of the powerful supercomputer, Summit, to Oakridge National Lab.

Tilak is a member of the NSF Advisory Committees on Engineering, Advanced Cyber Infrastructure,
and Business and Operations. He was the 2019 Dr. S. Radhakrishnan Chair Visiting Professor at the
National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bangalore India. He is a Life Fellow of the IEEE and a
recipient of the W. Wallace McDowell Award from the I[EEE Computer Society. He has given well
over a hundred invited presentations, keynotes, and distinguished lectures at conferences,
universities and national laboratories worldwide.

Tilak has a Bachelor of Technology degree in electrical engineering from the Indian Institute of
Technology, Kanpur, India and a Ph.D. in electrical engineering from The Johns Hopkins University.
From 1975 to 1978, he was an assistant professor of Electrical Engineering at The University of
Texas, Austin





