NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION GRADUATE RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS
APPLICATION FORMS AND GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

For Completing a Fellowship Application
For Academic Year 2000-2001

The National Science Foundation (NSF) aims to ensure the vitality of the human resource base of science, mathematics, and engineering in the United States and to reinforce its diversity.  To that end in March 2000, the NSF will award approximately 900 new three-year Graduate Research Fellowships.  Continuing a long history of success, NSF Fellows are expected to contribute significantly to research, teaching, and industrial applications in science, mathematics, and engineering.

The information requested on the application materials is solicited pursuant to the National Science Foundation Act of 1950, as amended.  All of the information you supply will be used to determine eligibility, to correlate application materials, to assist reviewers in evaluating qualifications of applicants, to select NSF Fellows and to administer the NSF fellowships.  This information will not be disclosed for any other purpose, except as part of statistical reports in a form which would not allow identification of individual applicants.  Failure to provide full and complete information necessary for eligibility determination or for evaluation of qualifications may reduce the possibility of your receiving a fellowship award.

DEADLINES:
Application Materials

A complete application consists of all the materials listed below, including Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) General and Subject Tests scores.  An incomplete application is at a disadvantage in the competition and may not be evaluated. 

· November 4, 1999 – Postmark or Submission Deadline

Inventory List

Information Form

Application Form

Proposed Plan of Research Form

Previous Research Experience Form

The application materials listed above must be submitted electronically, postmarked, or delivered in person to Oak Ridge Associated Universities (ORAU) by November 4, 1999.  Applications postmarked or submitted later than November 4, 1999 will not be considered for review.

· November 4, 1999 – Postmark or Submission Date 

Undergraduate GPA Form



Official Academic Transcripts



(excluding fall 1999)

· December 9, 1999 – Postmark or Submission Date

Reference Report Forms (four are expected)  

Requests for Reactivation of Official Academic Transcripts

To request reactivation of Official Academic Transcripts from the 1999 fellowship competition, include a written request on a separate sheet of paper with the application materials or send an e-mail to nsfgrfp@orau.gov by November 4, 1999.

· November 4, 1999 – Postmark or submission date for

requests for reactivation of Official Academic Transcripts.

Graduate Record Examinations

· November 5, 1999 ‑ Receipt date for GRE Registration

Forms at the Educational Testing Service (ETS) for NSF applicants for the December 11, 1999 Subject Test.

· December 11, 1999 ‑ Last date for GRE Subject Test for

NSF applicants.

· January 10, 2000 ‑ Last date for GRE General Test for

NSF applicants.

IMPORTANT POINTS:

· Observe the deadlines.

· Submit electronic applications early to avoid possible system delays.

· Retain a copy of all application materials submitted.  Material submitted in support of an application will not be returned.

· Obtain a Certificate of Mailing from the post office, or a receipt from the special delivery service, for all application materials mailed.

· Type all application information in no smaller than 10-point font size.  Leave adequate margins and space between paragraphs.

· Observe the indicated page limits.

· Do not reformat the application materials.  Do not use application materials from a previous year, or from other programs.

· Do not submit off-prints, manuscripts, video tapes, slides, photographs, or other extraneous materials.

· Put your name and Social Security number on all attachments and additional sheets.

· Submit all application materials in one large envelope if submitting via postal mail.  Indicate “application” on the outside of the envelope.

· If any application materials are submitted separately, indicate the contents on the outside of each envelope.

HOW TO REACH OAK RIDGE ASSOCIATED UNIVERSITIES:

Oak Ridge Associated Universities is a non-profit consortium that assists the NSF in the administration of the distribution, processing and review of fellowship applications.  Contact ORAU at:  nsfgrfp@orau.gov with any questions.

Mailing 

address: 
NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program

Oak Ridge Associated Universities

P.O. Box 3010

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37831-3010

Delivery 

address:
NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program

Oak Ridge Associated Universities

702 South Illinois Avenue, Suite B-102

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830

Telephone:
 (423) 241-4300

Fax:

(423) 241-4513

Effective February 1, 2000 the area code changes to 865.

E-mail:

nsfgrfp@orau.gov

ELIGIBILITY: Before completing any application materials, read the Program Announcement carefully to determine your eligibility to apply for an NSF Graduate Research Fellowship. Questions regarding eligibility or requests for copies of the Program Announcement should be directed to ORAU.

APPLICATION MATERIALS:  Instructions for completing all forms are provided in the following sections.
Inventory List:
Use this sheet when submitting your NSF Graduate Research Fellowship application materials in hard copy.  List the materials and page count on the form as indicated.

Information Form (NSF Form 289):
1. 
Social Security number.

2. 
Former last name (any last name used previously).

3. List your complete permanent address.  Check if the address is U.S. (including Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, U.S. Virgin Islands and the Northern Mariana Islands) or international.  Do not use APO or FPO addresses, college department addresses, or abbreviated names of streets or cities.

4.
The mailing address will be used to notify you of the outcome of this year’s competition.  Check if the address is U.S. (including Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, U.S. Virgin Islands and the Northern Mariana Islands) or international.  Notify ORAU immediately of any change in mailing address. 

5.
List one telephone number (daytime) and one e-mail address.  The e-mail address will be used to notify you of application materials received on your behalf, of eligibility concerns, and for other correspondence through February 2000.  It is your responsibility to ensure the accuracy and currency of this information.  Notify ORAU immediately of any change in e-mail address.

6.
Date of birth, place of birth, and gender.

7. List the city and state or country of the high school from which you graduated.  Check if the location is U.S. (including Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, U.S. Virgin Islands and the Northern Mariana Islands) or international.  If you received a high school equivalency certificate rather than a diploma, indicate the name of the state through which it was granted.

8. Use the following descriptions to select your group:  Alaska Native(A person having origins in the Aleut or Eskimo peoples of Alaska.  American Indian(A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North America, and who maintains cultural identification through tribal affiliations or community recognition. Asian American(A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent.  This area includes, for example, China, India, Japan, and Korea.   Pacific Islander(A person having origins in any of the original Polynesian or Micronesian peoples of the Pacific Islands.  This area includes, for example, the Philippine Islands and Samoa.  Black or African American(A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa.  White(A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, North Africa, or the Middle East.  Mexican American(A person of Mexican origin, regardless of race. Puerto Rican(A person of Puerto Rican origin, regardless of race.  Cuban American(A person of Cuban origin, regardless of race.  Hispanic(A person of Central or South American, or other Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race.

9.
All applicants must be citizens or nationals of the United States, or permanent resident aliens of the United States at the time of application.  If you are a permanent resident alien, enter the date your permanent resident status was granted and your alien registration number.  Indicate country of citizenship if not U.S. 

10.
Indicate if you have a disability that limits a major life activity.

11.
In addition to announcing awards, NSF also publishes the names of applicants who qualify for honorable mention designation.  Honorable Mention in the NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program is considered a significant achievement nationwide.  Failure to respond to this question will be treated as a negative response.

12.
The lists of awardees and honorable mention recipients that NSF publishes are frequently used by universities to recruit graduate students.  To assist those universities in contacting individuals on the lists, NSF publishes mailing addresses.  Failure to respond to this question will be treated as a negative response.

13.  Please indicate how you learned about the program.

Application Form (NSF Form 289):
1.
Major field of specialization:  Select only one major field.  Reference the “Fields of Specialization” list in the Program Announcement.
2.
Specialized field(s) within major field:  From the “Fields of Specialization” list, select your proposed field and enter the code number and name on the designated line.  If your field is not specified, list the appropriate “other” code number and enter the name of your specialized field.  All women who apply in fields listed under “Engineering” or “Computer and Information Science and Engineering” will automatically be considered for a Women in Engineering and Computer and Information Science award.

3.
Multidisciplinary programs:  Check if your graduate program is multidisciplinary and indicate your primary field of study and the percent of effort in your overall program.  Likewise, indicate your other or secondary fields and the percent of effort.  Refer to the “Fields of Specialization” list.  If a field is not contained in this list, please list the field and the percent of effort.

4.
Degree goal:  Enter the name of the highest level degree toward which you expect to work while on your proposed fellowship tenure and the field.  For example, if two years of your fellowship tenure will be spent earning a master’s degree and one year of your tenure in a PhD program, list the PhD as your ultimate degree goal.

5.
Proposed graduate institution: Indicate your first choice of a graduate institution.  Reviewers consider the appropriateness of the choice in reviewing your application.  You need not have been accepted at this institution before listing its name.  If, after submitting the application, you decide to change the institution you wish to attend, notify ORAU immediately in writing.  Also list your proposed department within the institution, the city where the institution is located, and the state or country.  Do not abbreviate.

6.
Baccalaureate institution: List the institution from which you will receive or have received your bachelor's degree.  If you have or will have more than one bachelor's degree, list the institution of your most recent science or engineering degree; if no science or engineering degree, list the institution of your most recent bachelor's degree.   Also list the degree, the year of completion, the city where the institution is located, and the state or country.  The degree should be abbreviated.

7.
Colleges or universities attended:  Starting with the current or most recent college/university (including its location), indicate the beginning and ending dates of attendance, degree awarded or expected and date, and the major field of study.  For dates, use the “mm/yyyy” format.

8.
Current enrollment:  If currently enrolled in a college or university, indicate whether full-time or part-time.  Also indicate the level (undergraduate, graduate, or unclassified postbaccalaureate).  Indicate the institution where you are currently enrolled along with the city and state or country.  If you are not currently enrolled, indicate your present occupation or profession.

9.
Five-year Program:  Indicate if you are enrolled in a five-year joint baccalaureate-master’s degree program.


Four-year Program:  Indicate if you are enrolled in a four-year joint baccalaureate-master’s degree program.

10.
Completed graduate study in science, mathematics, or engineering since receipt of your bachelor's degree:  List the institution, department, dates attended, and number of graduate hours (including course work, research, seminars, and independent study) completed since receipt of your bachelor’s degree.  Include only study in fields supported by this program.  For the dates, use the “mm/yyyy” format.
11.
Information regarding the GRE test(s) you took or plan to take will facilitate reporting of your scores by ETS for purposes of evaluation in this program.  (See GRE Information Sheet.)  Indicate whether you have or have not taken the GRE General Test and indicate the date on which you took or plan to take the test.  Indicate whether you have or have not taken a GRE Subject Test, provide the date on which you took or plan to take the test and the field.  For the dates, use the “mm/yyyy” format.

12.  Individuals chosen to submit Reference Report Forms:  Choose faculty members, scientists, or engineers whose knowledge of your academic and/or professional experience and ability is current.  See “Reference Report Form” later in these instructions for further information.

13.  Language knowledge:  List your native language.

14.
List all fellowships, scholarships, teaching, and other positions relevant to your field held since entering college/university.  Begin with the most recent position/scholarship.

15.
List all academic honors you have received relevant to your major field of study.

16.
Describe your personal or educational experience in 1000 words or less.  Type single-spaced using 10-point font size or larger.
Proposed Plan Of Research Form  (NSF Form 306): In a clear, concise, and original statement, describe any research interests you may pursue while on fellowship tenure.  Your statement should demonstrate your understanding of research principles necessary to pursue these interests.  Present your plan with a clear hypothesis or questions to be asked by the research.  If you have not yet formulated a plan of research, your statement should include (1) a description of two or three research questions that interest you, with an explanation of the relationship to your previous research, if any, and (2) a description of how you think these questions may best be answered.  A listing of courses alone is not sufficient.  Type single-spaced using 10-point font size or larger.  There is a 2-page limit.
Previous Research Experience Form  (NSF Form 1259): Describe any scientific research activities in which you have participated, such as experience in undergraduate research participation programs or student-originated studies programs, research experience gained through summer or part-time employment or in work-study programs, or other research activities, either academic or job-related.  Explain the rationale for your work and your own specific role in the research, including the extent to which you worked independently and/or as part of a team.  In your statement, distinguish between undergraduate and graduate research experience.  If you have had no direct research experience, describe any activities that you believe have prepared you to undertake research.  At the end of your statement, list any publications and/or presentations made at national and/or regional professional meetings.  Type single-spaced using 10-point font size or larger.  There is a 2-page limit.

Undergraduate GPA Form (NSF Form 314): Complete the applicant's portion of the Undergraduate GPA (Grade Point Average) Form and submit it to the Registrar of the institution you listed in Question 6 of the Application Form.

Transcript Request Form (NSF Form 316):  You must submit complete official transcripts of your academic records, undergraduate and graduate, excluding fall 1999, by the postmark or submission date.  Only one copy of each transcript is required.  Duplicate the Transcript Request Form as required and submit to all appropriate Registrars.

You should submit a fall 1999 transcript or grade report as soon as it is available.

Reference Report Form  (NSF Form 299):  You are expected to submit four (4) Reference Report Forms.  Scientists or faculty members who have current knowledge of your academic and/or professional experience and ability should be selected as references, since they will be able to give meaningful answers to the questions asked.  NSF suggests that at least two of the four should be persons with whom you have worked in your present (or most recent) department, including the thesis adviser if possible.

If you submit your application materials via postal mail, Reference Report Forms should be included with your application materials, postmarked November 4, 1999.  Reference Report Forms submitted to ORAU directly by the reference must be postmarked by December 9, 1999.

If you submit your application electronically, references may send Reference Report Forms either electronically, if you provide your reference code, or via postal mail.  Reference Report Forms submitted to ORAU directly by the reference must be submitted or postmarked by December 9, 1999.

If you have applied before and find it necessary to use some of the same references, request the references to prepare new reports.  In most cases they will be able to provide additional and more up-to-date information concerning your ability and training.  Reference Report Forms submitted for a prior year's application cannot be transferred to a current application.

Only the NSF Reference Report Form should be used for an NSF Graduate Research Fellowship application.  The student reference statements on file at colleges and universities will not be accepted in lieu of the NSF Reference Report Form.

Graduate Record Examinations (GRE):  See the GRE Information Sheet for further information concerning the GRE.

Self-Addressed Stamped Postcard:  If you wish to be notified that your application packet has been received, include a self-addressed stamped postcard (3½” x 5½” minimum) with the initial packet.  Please note that postcards without an address or without postage will not be returned.

