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NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION��DIRECTORATE FOR ENGINEERING��FACULTY EARLY CAREER DEVELOPMENT��(CAREER) PROGRAM���GUIDELINES FOR BASE & MATCHING FUNDS�


I. BACKGROUND��Because of the critical roles played by faculty members in integrating research and education, in Fiscal Year 1995 the National Science Foundation established the Faculty Early Career Development (CAREER) program. This premier program, which is Foundation-wide, emphasizes the importance the Foundation places on the early development of academic careers dedicated to stimulating the discovery process in which the excitement of research is enhanced by inspired teaching and enthusiastic learning. It combines, in a single program, the support of research and education of the highest quality and in the broadest sense and the full participation of those traditionally underrepresented in science and engineering.  For additional information on the CAREER program, refer to the CAREER Guidelines for Submission of Proposals at  http://www.nsf.gov/cgi-bin/getpub?nsf9787.


To encourage development of intellectual partnerships, in addition to the base award, up to $25,000 per year may be made available to match support obtained from eligible collaborating sources, such as industry, state, county or local governments, or appropriate non-profit institutions.


In addition, Engineering will consider requests of up to $10,000 as a one-time supplement for equipment, provided the PI's home institution matches at least 50% of the cost of the equipment. 


II. CAREER BASE AWARDS


The principle of CAREER awards is to provide stable support at a sufficient level and duration to meet objectives of the CAREER program. The Directorate for Engineering’s base awards are $50,000 per year for 4 years to support the research and education plans of the CAREER awardee. CAREER base funding will be provided in one of two ways: as a continuing grant with base funding provided on an annual basis (provided funds are available and the results achieved warrant further support), or as a standard grant with all base funding provided up front.





III. CAREER MATCHING AWARD SUPPLEMENTS


A. Equipment Supplement (One-Time)


CAREER awardees may request a supplement, up to $10,000, in any one of the CAREER award years. The PI’s home institution must provide a match of at least 50% of the cost of the equipment. The equipment supplement can be requested in the budget of the initial proposal submission or in any subsequent award year with the matching funds request for that year. It should be submitted on NSF Form 1369 at http://www.nsf.gov/cgi-bin/getpub?form 1369 and must be received by the industry collaboration supplement matching funds deadline of the award. ��B. Industry Collaboration Supplement


The Directorate for Engineering's guiding principle of this supplement award is to stimulate collaborations and intellectual involvement of the PI and his or her students with industry which hold promise for long-term benefit to the nation. Therefore, donations that are purely monetary in nature (no collaboration involved) are not eligible for support.


The CAREER awardee may request a supplement from NSF of up to $25,000 each year, provided that equal matching support is obtained from a CAREER eligible source(s). The amount will be available for each year that base funding is made. With the exclusion of new software and permanent equipment where carry-over funds are not permitted, eligible sources may provide donations in excess of $25,000 in any one year, with the excess donation carried over and used to claim matching funds in subsequent CAREER award years.


�1. Industry Collaboration Supplement Deadlines


Only contributions received after the CAREER proposal is officially submitted are eligible for matching support. After the CAREER award is made, PI’s are given some additional time (as noted in the paragraphs below) to obtain their first year’s matching funds (retroactive) if they did not have or receive the collaboration match at the time of the initial award. 


For new CAREER awards made in FY1995, FY1996, and FY1997 (October 17th proposal submission deadline) the annual matching funds request deadline is March 31st:


The deadline for the first year’s matching for these awards is March 31st of the year after the award is made. (For example, if the CAREER award was made in May 1995 (FY1995), the deadline for the first year’s match was March 31, 1996.)


If the award was made as a continuing grant, then the second year’s base award request should be submitted with the request for the matching funds by the March 31st deadline. The second year's matching funds may also be requested with the first year’s match request, if the awardee has obtained the commitment of the collaborator(s). The annual deadline for submission of supplement requests (and base support for continuing grants) for each subsequent year is March 31st.


For new CAREER awards made in FY1998 and beyond (July 22nd proposal submission deadline) the annual matching funds request deadline is October 1st:


Since the deadline for CAREER proposal submissions was changed to July 22nd beginning with awards made in Fiscal Year 1998, the deadline for CAREER matching has also been changed. Effective with CAREER awards responding to the July 22nd proposal submission deadline, the deadline for requesting the first year’s matching funds will be October 1st of the year the award was made. (For example, for the FY1998 new CAREER awards which will be made in early 1998, the deadline for the first year’s matching funds, and the second year’s base amount for continuing grants, is October 1, 1998; for FY1999 awards it is October 1, 1999, and so on.) The second year’s base award (if a continuing grant was made) should be submitted with the request for matching funds by the October 1st deadline. The second year's matching funds may also be requested with the first year’s match request, if the awardee has obtained the commitment of the collaborator(s) at that time. The succeeding years' requests will follow in the same way and should also be requested by October 1st of each award year.


�2. Industrial Collaboration Supplement Documentation


The request for matching funds should be signed by the principal investigator and the authorized institutional representative and submitted to the NSF by the matching request deadline. The request should be submitted along with the request for base funding for continuing grants. The matching funds request for both standard and continuing grants should include the following documentation: 


a.	an Annual Grant Progress Report, NSF Form 1328 (at http://www.nsf.gov/cgi-bin/getpub?form1328);


b.	a completed "Request for Base and/or Matching Funds" form, NSF Form 1369 (at http://www.nsf.gov/cgi-bin/getpub?form1369);


c.	a budget, NSF Form 1030 (at http://www.nsf.gov/cgi-bin/getpub?form1030) identifying the funds being requested from NSF in the left column and the eligible matching funds identified in the right column.  For continuing grants, a separate budget should be prepared for base funds and industrial matching funds;


d.	matching funds documentation identifying the type of matching (cash, equipment, materials, and/or software donation, including cost basis for equipment and software), and specify that the donation is for a specific CAREER awardee by naming the awardee in the donor's documentation; and


a statement describing the nature of the collaboration and its relation to the CAREER award. 


In order to be eligible for matching support, the documentation must justify a genuine intellectual involvement between the awardee and the collaborator from an eligible source. It should be for a project that extends the integrated research and education goals of the original award and holds promise for long-term cooperation between academe and industry.


Any questions regarding documentation and deadline requirements or eligibility of matching funds and sources of support and all requests for base and/or matching funds should be directed to the cognizant Directorate for Engineering Program Director. 


�3. Sources and Contributions Eligible for Industrial Collaboration Supplements


The sources listed below are eligible for matching support as long as they meet the guiding principles of CAREER matching funds: 


U.S. corporations and small businesses;


Multi-national corporations and small businesses; and


State, county, or local government organizations that promote science and technology or deliver science or engineering related services (such as the state agencies with specific responsibilities in promoting infrastructure development, e.g., highways, bridges, and sanitation). 


The contributions listed below are eligible for matching support as long as they meet the guiding principles of CAREER matching funds: 


Cash, grant support, contract support;


Materials donated from industry for support of research and education;


New software and permanent equipment (research and/or educational) donated from industry. However, the total amount for software and equipment to be cost shared will be limited to $25,000 with no carry-over to the following year.


Sharing new equipment or software: New equipment or software donated from industry to one or more CAREER awardees and to be shared with them is eligible for pro-rated match; 


Cost basis for equipment or software: The computation of cost basis for new equipment or software is the item’s fair market value less the customary academic discount offered by the manufacturer; and


Discounts/reduced price for eligible equipment or software purchased by the CAREER awardee: Any additional manufacturer’s discount (made especially to the CAREER awardee) that is beyond the institution’s usual educational discount, may be used as matching support. 


�4. Sources and Contributions Not Normally Eligible for Industrial Collaboration Supplements


Because the sources below generally do not meet the guiding principle for CAREER matching they are not usually eligible for match. Questions concerning whether one of these sources of contributions would be eligible for matching should be directed to the cognizant Directorate for Engineering Program Director. 


Donations from individual philanthropists, non-profit foundations, and educational and professional associations. 


�5.  Contributions Not Eligible for Industrial Collaboration Supplements 


In-kind contributions from an organization in the form of services or staff support provided to the CAREER awardee;


Donation of CPU time, or access to equipment or software owned by an organization; and


Used equipment donations. 


�6.  Sources Not Eligible for Industrial Collaboration Supplements 


Support received where the CAREER awardee has no collaborative projects and intellectual involvement with the industry or organization;


The awardee’s home institution; and


Funds from the Federal Government. 


 


IV. CAREER REPORTING REQUIREMENTS


By the CAREER matching funds deadline (either March 31st or October 1st of each year, depending on the Fiscal Year the award was made) the PI, through his or her institution, must submit an Annual Grant Progress Report NSF Form 1328 at http://www.nsf.gov/cgi-bin/getpub?form1328 as described in Appendix D of the NSF Grant Proposal Guide. The progress report (approximately two pages) should summarize the status of the research, education, and industrial collaboration, describe any problems encountered, and provide current information about other research support of the PI, if changed from the information previously submitted. The report must be countersigned by the awardee’s department head or equivalent, thereby reaffirming the department’s endorsement of the work plan and partnership in the individual’s career development. In addition to providing information for the NSF program director, the progress report will be used in tracking the Program for the purposes of evaluation and assessment. 


NSF is planning to implement a new electronic project reporting system, through the NSF FastLane system, which will permit updating of reports on project participants (individual and organizational), activities, and findings, publications, other specific products and contributions. Until the new project reporting system is available, annual reports should continue to be filed on NSF Form 1328. Once the new NSF FastLane reporting system becomes available, NSF will encourage filing of project reports or updates through use of that system. NSF will not require use of the new format before October 1998. Questions concerning annual reports should be directed to the disciplinary Program Director.
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