THE NSF STATUTORY MISSION

To promote the progress of science; to advance the national health, prosperity, and welfare; and
to secure the national defense (NSF Act of 1950)

THE NSF VISION

Advancing discovery, innovation and education beyond the frontiers of current knowledge, and
empowering future generations in science and engineering.

On the cover: An essential part of NSF’s mission is support for science, math, and engineering education at all levels.
Strengthening education and workforce training are significant aspects of the President’s American Competitiveness
Initiative (ACI) and the recently enacted America Competes Act. In keeping with the ACI and America Competes Act,
NSF promotes the development of a diverse and well-prepared workforce of scientists, technicians, engineers,
mathematicians, and educators, and a well-informed citizenry who have access to the ideas and tools of science and
engineering. NSF invests in programs that bolster K-12 science, technology, engineering, and mathematics education by
enhancing understanding of how students learn and applying that knowledge to train teachers, develop curricula materials,
and improve student learning. For more information on NSF support of all levels of science and engineering education, see
www.nsf.gov. Credit: Getty Images




