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Dear Colleague:

With this Dear Colleague Letter, the Directorate for Biological Sciences (BIO) is notifying members of the
research communities served by the Division of Integrative Organismal Systems (IOS) and the Division
of Environmental Biology (DEB) to changes to the Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant (DDIG)
Program.

Following a process of internal review and discussion regarding available resources, both the DEB and
IOS Divisions will no longer accept DDIG proposals. This difficult decision was necessitated because of
increasing workload and changes in Division priorities. This change is consistent with decisions made by
other programs in BIO, which have not participated in the DDIG competition for more than a decade.
This decision does not affect DDIGs that are already awarded.

We recognize that the independent research that was encouraged by the DDIGs has been an important
aspect of training the next generation of scientists; we hope that this culture will continue. BIO continues
to support graduate student participation in PI-led research across the entire spectrum of topics
supported by its programs. Proposals for conferences are encouraged to include support for graduate
and postdoctoral trainee travel and attendance. Further, NSF continues to support graduate research
through the Graduate Research Fellowship Program (GRFP) and the NSF Research Traineeship
Program (NRT).

Please see the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) (NSF 17-095) related to this DCL for more
information.

If you have any questions pertaining to graduate student support under existing awards or future grant
proposals, please contact the cognizant program director in the relevant Division.

James L. Olds
Assistant Director
Directorate for Biological Sciences
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