Additional information on charging participant support costs to an NSF award is available in AAG Chapter V.B.8.
(vi)

Other Direct Costs (Lines G1 through G6 on the Proposal Budget)

Any costs proposed to an NSF grant must be allowable, reasonable and directly allocable to the supported
activity. The budget must identify and itemize other anticipated direct costs not included under the headings
above, including materials and supplies, publication costs, computer services and consultant services. Examples
include aircraft rental, space rental at research establishments away from the grantee organization, minor
building alterations, payments to human subjects, service charges, and construction of equipment or systems not
available off the shelf. Reference books and periodicals may be charged to the grant only if they are specifically
allocable to the project being supported by NSF.
(a)

Materials and Supplies (Line G1 on the Proposal Budget)

The proposal budget justification should indicate the general types of expendable materials and supplies
required. Materials and supplies are defined as tangible personal property, other than equipment, costing less
than $5,000, or other lower threshold consistent with the policy established by the proposing organization. Cost
estimates must be included for items that represent a substantial amount of the proposed line item cost.
(b)

Publication/Documentation/Dissemination (Line G2 on the Proposal Budget)

The proposal budget may request funds for the costs of documenting, preparing, publishing or otherwise making
available to others the findings and products of the work conducted under the grant. This generally includes the
following types of activities: reports, reprints, page charges or other journal costs (except costs for prior or early
publication); necessary illustrations; cleanup, documentation, storage and indexing of data and databases;
development, documentation and debugging of software; and storage, preservation, documentation, indexing,
etc., of physical specimens, collections or fabricated items.
Additional information on charging publication/documentation/dissemination costs to an NSF award is available
in AAG Chapter V.B.7.
(c)

Consultant Services (Line G3 on the Proposal Budget)

Consultants are members of a particular profession or possess a special skill and who are not officers or
employees of the performing organization. Costs of professional and consultant services are allowable when
reasonable in relation to the services rendered. Payment for consultant services should be comparable to the
normal or customary fees charged and received by the consultant for comparable services, especially on nongovernment contracts and grants.
Anticipated services must be justified and information furnished on each individual’s expertise, primary
organizational affiliation, normal daily compensation rate, and number of days of expected service. Consultants’
travel costs, including subsistence, may be included. If requested, the proposer must be able to justify that the
24
proposed rate of pay is reasonable.
Additional information on charging consultant costs to an NSF award is available in AAG Chapter V.B.6.
(d)

Computer Services (Line G4 on the Proposal Budget)

The cost of computer services, including computer-based retrieval of scientific, technical and educational
information, may be requested only where it is institutional policy to charge such costs as direct charges. A
justification based on the established computer service rates at the proposing organization must be included.
The proposal budget also may request costs for leasing of computer equipment. General purpose (word
processing, spreadsheets, communication) computer equipment should not be requested. Special purpose or
24
For all funds awarded prior to March 15, 2006, payment for a consultant’s services may not exceed the daily equivalent of
the then current maximum rate paid to an Executive Schedule Level IV Federal employee (exclusive of indirect cost, travel,
per diem, clerical services, fringe benefits and supplies).
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•

Postdoctoral Researcher Mentoring Plan.
Each proposal28 that requests funding to support
postdoctoral researchers must include, as a supplementary document, a description of the mentoring
activities that will be provided for such individuals. In no more than one page, the mentoring plan must
describe the mentoring that will be provided to all postdoctoral researchers supported by the project,
irrespective of whether they reside at the submitting organization, any subawardee organization, or at
any organization participating in a simultaneously submitted collaborative project. Proposers are advised
that the mentoring plan may not be used to circumvent the 15-page project description limitation. See
GPG Chapter II.D.4 for additional information on collaborative proposals.

Examples of mentoring activities include, but are not limited to: career counseling; training in preparation of grant
proposals, publications and presentations; guidance on ways to improve teaching and mentoring skills; guidance
on how to effectively collaborate with researchers from diverse backgrounds and disciplinary areas; and training
in responsible professional practices. The proposed mentoring activities will be evaluated as part of the merit
review process under the Foundation's broader impacts merit review criterion. Proposals that include funding to
support postdoctoral researchers, and, do not include the requisite mentoring plan will be returned without review
(see GPG Chapter IV.B.)
•

Rationale for performance of all or part of the project off-campus or away from organizational
headquarters. (See AAG Chapter V.D.1)

•

Documentation of collaborative arrangements of significance to the proposal through letters of
commitment. (See GPG Chapter II.C.2.d.(iv))

•

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) (42 USC §4332). NEPA requires that Federal
agencies consider the environmental impacts of major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality
of the human environment. If a proposed project might have an environmental impact, the proposal
should furnish sufficient information to assist Foundation officials in assessing the environmental
consequences of supporting the project. NSF will determine:
1.
the adequacy of the information submitted;
2.
whether or not additional information is needed; and
3.
whether or not an environmental assessment or environmental impact statement will be
necessary.

•

Work in foreign countries. Some governments require nonresidents to obtain official approval to carry
out investigations within their borders and coastal waters under their jurisdiction. PIs are responsible for
obtaining the required authorizations and for advising NSF that they have been obtained or requested.
Advance coordination should minimize disruption of the research. (See AAG Chapter VI.B.4 and VI.G.3
and the Research Terms and Conditions, NSF Agency Specific Requirements Article 26, and NSF Grant
General Conditions Article 39.)

•

Research in Greenland. (See AAG Chapter VI.G.3)

•

Antarctic proposals to any NSF program require operational worksheets by the first Wednesday of June
in the year before any proposed fieldwork. See “proposals with fieldwork” in Chapter V.A, of the
Antarctic Research solicitation. Special budget considerations also apply. See also Chapter V.B, of the
Antarctic Research solicitation.

•

Research in a location designated, or eligible to be designated, a registered historic place. (See AAG
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makes its recommendation. Grants being made to organizations that have not received an NSF award within
the preceding two years, or involving special situations (such as coordination with another Federal agency or a
private funding source), cooperative agreements, and other unusual arrangements may require additional
review and processing time.
Proposers are cautioned that only an appointed NSF Grants and Agreements Officer may make commitments,
obligations or awards on behalf of NSF or authorize the expenditure of funds. No commitment on the part of
NSF or the Government should be inferred from technical or budgetary discussions with an NSF Program
Officer. A PI or organization that makes financial or personnel commitments in the absence of a grant or
cooperative agreement signed by the NSF Grants and Agreements Officer does so at its own risk.

F.

Review Information Provided to PI

When a decision has been made (whether an award or a declination), the following information is released
electronically to the PI through FastLane:
•

description of the context in which the proposal was reviewed;

•

copies of all reviews used in the decision (with any reviewer-identifying information redacted);

•

copy of panel summary, if the proposal was reviewed by a panel at any point in the process;

•

site-visit reports, if applicable.

In addition, if not otherwise provided in the panel summary, the PI is provided an explanation (written or
telephoned) of the basis for the declination. A PI also may request and obtain any other releasable material in
NSF's file on his/her proposal. Everything in the file, except information that identifies either reviewers or other
pending or declined proposals is usually releasable to the PI.

G.

Release of Grantee Proposal Information

A proposal that results in an NSF award will be available to the public on request, except for privileged
information or material that is personal, proprietary or otherwise exempt from disclosure under law. Appropriate
labeling in the proposal aids identification of what may be specifically exempt. (See GPG Chapter I.D.3) Such
information will be withheld from public disclosure to the extent permitted by law, including the Freedom of
Information Act. Without assuming any liability for inadvertent disclosure, NSF will seek to limit disclosure of
such information to its employees and to outside reviewers when necessary for merit review of the proposal, or
as otherwise authorized by law.
Portions of proposals resulting in grants that contain descriptions of inventions in which either the Government
or the grantee owns a right, title, or interest (including a non-exclusive license) will not normally be made
available to the public until a reasonable time has been allowed for filing patent applications. NSF will notify the
grantee of receipt of requests for copies of funded proposals so the grantee may advise NSF of such inventions
described, or other confidential, commercial or proprietary information contained in the proposal.
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Exhibit III‐1: NSF Proposal & Award Process & Timeline

Chapter IV:
A.

Non-Award Decisions and Transactions

Proposal Withdrawal

A proposal may be withdrawn at any time before a funding recommendation is made by the cognizant NSF
Program Officer. Proposals must be electronically withdrawn via the FastLane Electronic Proposal Withdrawal
System. This module in FastLane automates the proposal withdrawal process and provides a mechanism that
will help organizations to more effectively manage their proposal portfolio, as well as to help eliminate the
submission of duplicate proposals to NSF. The Electronic Proposal Withdrawal System includes three
processes:
•

Principal Investigator’s Proposal Withdrawal allows a PI to initiate a proposal withdrawal and forward it
to the organization’s sponsored projects office (or equivalent) for submission to NSF.

•

Sponsored Projects Office (SPO) Proposal Withdrawal allows an authorized individual in the
organization’s sponsored projects office (or equivalent) to initiate a proposal withdrawal for submission
to NSF.

•

Proposal Submission Duplicate Withdrawal prevents a SPO official from submitting a new proposal if a
duplicate (a proposal from the same organization with the same title and same PI and co-PIs) already
has been submitted to NSF within the last two weeks prior to the current submission. If these conditions
are met, the system will allow the authorized SPO official to either withdraw the previous duplicate and
then proceed with the submission of the new proposal, or to modify the new proposal so it is different
from the previous proposal.

Principal Investigators can access the Proposal Withdrawal utility via the "Submitted Proposals" screen under
38
the FastLane Proposal Preparation Functions Module. Authorized individuals in the organization’s sponsored
projects office (or equivalent) can initiate or review a proposal withdrawal using the "Submit
Proposals/Supplements/File Updates/Withdrawals" Module via the FastLane "Research Administration
Functions".39
In cases where NSF already has made a funding decision, proposals will not be permitted to be withdrawn via
the electronic proposal withdrawal system. When a PI or SPO representative attempts to prepare a proposal
withdrawal for such a proposal, a message will be displayed to contact the cognizant NSF Program Officer for
further assistance.
NSF must be notified if any funding for the proposed project is received from another source or sponsor. If it is
brought to NSF's attention that funding for a proposal to NSF has been accepted from another sponsor, NSF will
send a withdrawal confirmation to the PI and the SPO without waiting for the official withdrawal notification.
If a proposal withdrawal is submitted for a proposal that is part of a collaborative effort, regardless of whether
the organization is the lead or non-lead, the electronic proposal withdrawal system will withdraw that proposal
along with the other remaining proposals that are identified as part of the collaborative effort. If the remaining
organizations in the collaborative determine that the project can still proceed, a new collaborative proposal must
be submitted.
Copies of reviews received by NSF before a proposal is withdrawn will be provided to the PI. NSF provides
notice of a withdrawal, return, declination, or reconsideration to both the PI and the SPO.

38

Authorized Organizational Representatives with “submit” permission also can initiate a proposal withdrawal.
Detailed instructions on the Electronic Proposal Withdrawal System are available on the FastLane website at
https://www.fastlane.nsf.gov/documents/epw/epw.jsp.
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B.

Return Without Review

Proposals may not be considered by NSF for the following reasons.
The proposal:
1.
2.
3.

is inappropriate for funding by the National Science Foundation;
is submitted with insufficient lead-time before the activity is scheduled to begin;
is a full proposal that was submitted by a proposer that has received a “not invited” response to the
submission of a preliminary proposal;
is a duplicate of, or substantially similar to, a proposal already under consideration by NSF from the
same submitter;
does not meet NSF proposal preparation requirements, such as page limitations, formatting instructions,
40
and electronic submission, as specified in the Grant Proposal Guide or program solicitation;
is not responsive to the GPG or program announcement/solicitation;
does not meet an announced proposal deadline date;
was previously reviewed and declined and has not been substantially revised; and
duplicates another proposal that was already awarded.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Proposals will be returned without review for the reasons outlined in the “Project Summary” section (Chapter
II.C.2b) and the “Special Information and Supplementary Documentation Section” (Chapter II.C.2j) of the GPG.

C.

Declinations

A PI whose proposal for NSF support has been declined will receive information and an explanation of the
reason(s) for declination along with copies of the reviews considered in making the decision. If that explanation
does not satisfy the PI, he/she may request additional information from the cognizant NSF Program Officer or
Division Director. See GPG Chapter III.F for additional information.
PIs and co-PIs may access review information electronically via FastLane after the decision has received the
concurrence of the cognizant Division Director, when all the review information has been released for their
proposal.

D.

Reconsideration

1.

Overview

a.
A proposer whose proposal has been declined may ask the cognizant NSF Program Officer or the
cognizant Division Director for information over and above the explanatory materials received with the
declination notice. If the PI/PD is not satisfied that the proposal was fairly handled and reasonably reviewed,
he/she may request reconsideration by the responsible Assistant Director (AD) or Office Head. An organization
(or an unaffiliated PI/PD) still not satisfied after reconsideration by the responsible AD/Office Head may request
further reconsideration by the Deputy Director of the Foundation. The decision made by the Deputy Director is
final.
b.

If a proposal has been declined after review by the NSB, only an explanation will be available.

c.
The aim of any reconsideration is to ensure that NSF’s review has been fair and reasonable, both
substantively and procedurally. The scientific and technical merits may be examined within the context of
budget availability and program priorities. Reconsideration also may address any procedural errors in peer
review or other aspects of proposal review, including unaccounted-for conflict of interests or inappropriate
consideration of records, information or rumor.
40

Unless has been authorized in advance of the paper submission. See GPG Chapter II.A for further information.
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d.
Award of NSF assistance is discretionary and reconsideration is not an adversarial process. A formal
hearing, therefore, is not provided. Because factors such as program budget and priorities factor into the
decision on a proposal, NSF cannot ensure proposers that reconsideration will result in an award even if error is
established in connection with the initial review.
e.
No revisions made to the proposal after declination will be considered in connection with the original
proposal. A substantially revised proposal, however, may be submitted for review as a new proposal under
standard procedures. NSF reserves the right to return without review a proposal that is substantially the same
as one that was previously reviewed and declined whether or not a request for reconsideration was made.
2.

Applicability

NSF's reconsideration process is available to individuals and organizations concerning proposals for grant
funding. It does not apply to:
a.

“discourage” (i.e., non-binding) decisions resulting from submission of a preliminary proposal;

b.

proposals for:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

fellowships;
travel grants;
Small Grants for Exploratory Research (SGER);
Rapid Response Grants;
EArly-concept Grants for Exploratory Research (EAGER); or
Phase I proposals submitted under the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program.

c.

proposals returned without review by NSF for failure to:

(1)
be submitted with sufficient lead time before the activity is to begin;
(2)
meet an announced proposal deadline date; or
(3)
meet NSF proposal preparation requirements, such as page limitations, formatting instructions, and
electronic submission, as specified in the Grant Proposal Guide or program solicitation.
3.

Reconsideration Process

The following paragraphs highlight the various stages of the NSF Reconsideration Process, including the
necessary procedural aspects of each stage of the process:
a.

Explanations by the NSF Program Officer or Division Director

When a proposal is declined, the PI/PD receives verbatim but unattributed copies of any ad hoc reviews and the
panel summary (if applicable), a description of how the proposal was reviewed, and, if not otherwise provided in
the panel summary, an explanation (written or telephoned) of the basis for the declination. A returned proposal
also will be accompanied by an explanation. A PI/PD who is considering asking for reconsideration should first
contact the cognizant NSF Program Officer or Division Director, who will afford the PI/PD an opportunity to
present his/her point of view, provide additional information if any exists, and take any further action that seems
appropriate.
b.

Reconsideration by the Cognizant Assistant Director

(1)
If dissatisfied with the explanation provided by the NSF Program Officer or Division Director, the PI/PD
may request in writing that NSF reconsider its action. Such a request will be considered only if the PI/PD has
first sought and obtained an explanation from the cognizant NSF Program Officer or Division Director, and only
if the request is received by the Foundation within 90 days after the declination or the return. The request
should be addressed to the AD/Office Head for the directorate or office that handled the proposal and should
explain why the PI/PD believes that the declination or return was unwarranted.
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(2)
The AD/Office Head will reconsider the record to determine whether NSF’s review of the declined
proposal was fair and reasonable, substantively and procedurally, taking into account availability of funds and
the policies and priorities of the program and NSF. In the case of a returned proposal, the record will be
reviewed to determine whether the proposed project was inappropriate for NSF consideration. The AD/Office
Head may request additional information from the PI/PD and may obtain additional reviews. If additional
reviews are sought, they are subject to standard review procedures (e.g., instructions must be provided to
reviewers and conflicts-of-interest policies must be followed). The AD/Office Head may conduct the
reconsideration personally or may designate another NSF official who had no part in the initial review to do so.
As used here, “AD/Office Head” includes such a designated official.
(3)
Within 45 days after the date of the request, the AD/Office Head will furnish the results of the
reconsideration, in writing, to the PI/PD. If results cannot be furnished within 45 days, the AD/Office Head will
send the PI/PD a written explanation of the need for more time, indicating the date when the results can be
expected. If the AD/Office Head reaffirms the declination or return, he/she will inform the PI/PD that the PI/PD’s
organization may obtain further reconsideration by the Deputy Director of NSF as provided below.
c.

Further Reconsideration by the Deputy Director

(1)
Within 60 days after the AD/Office Head has notified the PI/PD of the results of the reconsideration, the
proposing organization or an unaffiliated PI/PD may request further reconsideration by the Deputy Director of
NSF.
(2)
A request for further reconsideration need not be in any particular format, but it must be in writing, and
must be signed by the organization’s president or other chief executive officer and by the PI/PD. For
declinations, it should explain why the organization believes that an error may have occurred in the initial
evaluation and why it is not entirely satisfied with the reconsideration by the responsible AD/Office Head. For
returned proposals, it should explain why the organization believes that an error may have occurred in the initial
determination that the proposal was inappropriate for NSF consideration.
(3)
The Deputy Director will review the request for further reconsideration and the record of earlier NSF
actions, including the original review and the reconsideration by the AD/Office Head, to determine whether
NSF’s review of the declined proposal was fair and reasonable, or, in the case of a returned proposal, whether
the proposed project was inappropriate for NSF consideration. The Deputy Director may request additional
information from the PI/PD or the proposing organization and may obtain additional reviews. If additional
reviews are sought, they are subject to standard review procedures (e.g., instructions must be provided to
reviewers and conflicts-of-interest policies must be followed).
(4)
The Deputy Director may conduct the further reconsideration personally or may designate another NSF
official who had no part in the initial evaluation of the proposal or the earlier reconsideration to do so. As used
here, “Deputy Director” includes such a designated official.
(5)
Within 30 days after a request for further reconsideration is received at NSF, the Deputy Director will
furnish the results of the further reconsideration, in writing, to the organization. If results cannot be furnished
within 30 days, the Deputy Director will send the organization a written explanation of the need for more time,
indicating the date when the results can be expected.
(6)

The decision made by the Deputy Director is final.

E.

Resubmission

A declined proposal may be resubmitted, but only after it has undergone substantial revision. A resubmitted
proposal that has not clearly taken into account the major comments or concerns resulting from the prior NSF
review may be returned without review. The Foundation will treat the revised proposal as a new proposal,
subject to the standard review procedures.
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Chapter V:

Renewal Proposals

A renewal proposal is a request for additional funding for a support period subsequent to that provided by a
standard or continuing grant. A renewal proposal competes with all other pending proposals and must be
submitted at least six months before additional funding is required or consistent with an established deadline,
target date or submission window. In preparing a renewal proposal, proposers should assume that reviewers
will not have access to previously submitted versions of the proposal.
All proposals for renewed support of research projects, from academic institutions only, must include information
on human resources development at the postdoctoral, graduate and undergraduate levels as part of Results
from Prior NSF Support.41 This may involve, but is not limited to, the role of research in student training, course
preparation and seminars (particularly for undergraduates). Special accomplishments in the development of
professional scientists and engineers from underrepresented groups should be described. Graduate students
who participated in the research should be identified by name. This requirement does not apply to nonacademic organizations.
PIs are encouraged to discuss renewal proposals with the program prior to submission of a proposal. Unless
precluded by individual program requirements, PIs may choose either of the following two formats for
preparation of a renewal proposal. Both types of renewal proposals must be submitted electronically via the
NSF FastLane System.
A.
Traditional Renewal. The “traditional” renewal proposal is developed as fully as though the proposer
were applying for the first time. It covers all the information required in a proposal for a new project, including
results from the prior work. The 15-page limitation on the project description applies.
B.
Accomplishment-Based Renewal. In an "Accomplishment-Based Renewal" (ABR) proposal, the
Project Description (including the Results from Prior NSF Support) is replaced with the following items:
42
1.
copies of no more than six reprints of publications resulting from the research supported by NSF
(including research supported by other sources that is closely related to the NSF-supported research) during the
preceding three to five year period. Of the six publications, two preprints (accepted for publication) may be
included;

2.
and

information on human resources development at the postdoctoral, graduate and undergraduate levels;

3.

a brief summary (not to exceed four pages) of plans for the proposed support period.

All other information required for NSF proposal submission remains the same.
It must be clearly indicated in the proposal that it is an ABR submission and the box for "Accomplishment-Based
Renewal" must be checked on the Cover Sheet. ABR proposals may not be submitted for consecutive
renewals.
PIs are advised that the ABR is a special type of renewal proposal appropriate only for an investigator who has
made significant contributions, over a number of years, in the area of research addressed by the proposal.
Investigators are strongly urged to contact the cognizant Program Officer prior to developing a proposal using
this format.
Descriptions of other forms of additional funding support, including continuing grants and supplemental funding
requests, are contained in AAG Chapter I.

41

This requirement applies to both types of renewal proposals: Traditional Renewal and Accomplishment-Based Renewal.
Reprints should be provided as supplementary documentation and should be submitted electronically via the Proposal
Preparation Module in the FastLane System.

42
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