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Postdoctoral Research Fellowships
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FY 1995-98 Program Guidelines

The guidelines and forms provided herein are to be used by applicants for the Postdoctoral Research Fellowships in Molecular Evolution for Fiscal Years 1995 through 1998.

If additional information is necessary, please contact the Fellowship Coordinator in the Division of Biological Instrumentation and Resources at 703/306-1469.

	Deadline Date
	Date of Doctoral Degree
	Possible Fellowship Start Date

	
	
	

	November 1, 1994
	January 1, 1990 - June 30, 1995
	July 1, 1995 - January 1, 1996

	November 1, 1995
	January 1, 1991 - June 30, 1996
	July 1, 1996 - January 1, 1997

	November 1, 1996
	January 1, 1992 - June 30, 1997
	July 1, 1997 - January 1, 1998

	November 4, 1997
	January 1, 1993 - June 30, 1998
	July 1, 1998 - January 1, 1999


National Science Foundation and Alfred P. Sloan Foundation

Postdoctoral Research Fellowships in Molecular Evolution
The National Science Foundation and the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation announce the continuation of a special, five-year program of Postdoctoral Research Fellowships in Molecular Evolution as part of an effort by both foundations to increase support for basic research in Molecular Evolution. Within the NSF, both the Directorates for Biological Sciences and for Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences are participating in this program.  In the second through fifth years of the joint program, approximately 18 two-year fellowships of $80,000 each will be offered each year.  The deadline for submission of application materials is in early November each year with award offers to be made around the following April 1. 


NSF and the Sloan Foundation believe that the experimental tools and intellectual discoveries of molecular biology have generated exciting possibilities for expanding the scientific understanding of evolution.  Moreover, NSF and the Sloan Foundation envision molecular evolution studies involving the biological sciences in concert with other disciplines, both in concepts and techniques, and encourage applications that reflect a broad scientific spectrum.  Such studies involve the theoretical, comparative, computational, and/or experimental analyses of biological patterns and processes at the molecular level, within the framework of organismic evolutionary change and adaptation.  These studies also include the use of molecular data to address broader evolutionary questions.


The NSF/Sloan Postdoctoral Research Fellowship in Molecular Evolution will provide recipients the freedom to define and pursue their own research programs while developing relevant interdisciplinary knowledge and skills in a host laboratory or field station.  Applicants are expected to take full advantage of this important feature of the award by identifying opportunities to broaden their scientific training and experience, both conceptually and technically, so that they may approach problems in molecular evolution with sound concepts and the most appropriate tools.  Because of this essential aspect of the program, applicants are expected to submit research and training plans that differ from the plans followed during their doctoral training or, for applicants who have been postdoctoral fellows for more than one year at the time of award initiation, plans that differ from their current postdoctoral research.

Eligibility

Applicants for a National Science Foundation and Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Molecular Evolution Postdoctoral Research Fellowship must have earned the doctoral degree no earlier than 4 years before the application deadline or expect to receive it by June 30 of the following year.  Applicants must be nationals or permanent residents of the United States.  The term "national of the United States" denotes a citizen of the United States or a native resident of a possession of the United States such as American Samoa. Applicants may submit only one application to this competition per year and may not submit an application proposing research that has been or will concurrently be submitted to NSF.  Duplicate concurrent submissions to NSF are expressly prohibited.  If, in the judgment of the National Science Foundation, a fellowship application is found to be substantially similar to another application, including a regular research proposal, regardless of who is named principal investigator, the fellowship application will be returned as inappropriate.  In seeking support for an ongoing project, the applicant may not have been engaged in the research for more than one year at the requested starting date of the fellowship.

Choice of Sponsoring Scientist

The awards are intended to encourage broadening the Fellow's scientific experience and perspectives in molecular evolution. Therefore, the sponsor's laboratory must provide access to conceptual approaches and/or experimental skills different from those acquired in the Fellow's previous research training (Ph.D. or postdoctoral).  In general, this will require a change of institution.  If such a change is not proposed, the application must provide an explicit explanation.

Location of Work

National Science Foundation and Alfred P. Sloan Postdoctoral Research Fellowships in Molecular Evolution may be awarded for scientific research at any appropriate nonprofit institution, domestic or foreign.   Appropriate nonprofit institutions in this program include institutions of higher education as well as government laboratories, national laboratories, or other privately sponsored, nonprofit research institutions.  All arrangements for affiliation with a senior scientist and fellowship institution are the responsibility of the Fellow.  A statement from the senior scientist with whom the Fellow plans to work, indicating a commitment for both laboratory facilities and consultation during the requested tenure period, is required in the application.

In recognition of the need for scientists with broad international perspectives, applicants who choose a U.S. host institution may include a research experience of at least 6 months at an appropriate foreign laboratory as part of their planned research and training.

Stipends, Allowances, and Tenure 

The amount of the Fellowship award is $80,000 total for a two year period.  

The award provides: 


(1) a stipend of $28,000 per year inclusive of all benefits (There is no dependency allowance.);


(2) a special allowance of $8,000 per year to defray costs directly associated with the research and training plan (The special allowance is expendable at the Fellow's discretion and is to be used for scientific supplies, special travel, publication expenses, and other research-related costs); and


(3) an institutional allowance of $4,000 per year or $333 per month of tenure as partial reimbursement for expenses indirectly incurred in support of the research (such as space, use of research facilities and equipment, and general-purpose supplies).

Note:  Although no separate allowance is provided for health insurance, the sponsoring Foundations expect that, by associating with a host institution, each Fellow will be eligible for group health insurance rates through the institution and using the above described allowances as necessary.

Tenure will start upon request by the Fellow after acceptance of an award offer on the first of any month between July 1 and January 1 following the deadline.

Application Procedures and Materials

All forms needed to prepare an application are provided with this announcement as appendices.  Reproductions of these forms may be used.

Applicants must submit, in a single package, the following documents:

1) one set of originals of the following:

 (a) the completed application form (Appendix 1);

 (b) a current curriculum vitae (Appendix 2);

 (c) an abstract of the proposed postdoctoral research, not to exceed 200 words (Appendix 3);

 (d) a qualification statement (Appendix 4) not to exceed five single-spaced pages excluding the bibliography, with 2.5 cm margins and type no smaller than 12 point font, and written by the applicant, providing:

    - a brief description of the career goals of the applicant with respect to research and education in the area of molecular evolution.

    - a brief summary of the research accomplishments of the applicant in his/her graduate and postdoctoral research.

    - a summary of the applicant's proposed research and training plan for the tenure of an award, and a discussion of how it relates to the applicant's career goals.  This section should provide a clear statement of research and training objectives, the approaches that will be followed to accomplish them, and the specific contributions of the applicant and sponsoring scientist to the development of the hypotheses and proposed research.  It should also include statements indicating how the proposed research plan will enhance the applicant's scientific experience and perspectives in molecular evolution.  (NOTE: The applicant may not propose to continue current research activities under the Fellowship if he/she will have been engaged in this research for more than a year before the requested starting date of the fellowship.)

   - a statement of the applicant's reasons for selecting the sponsoring scientist and host laboratory or institution. 

   -  a brief description of the planned international aspect if the applicant chooses a U.S. host institution but plans a foreign research experience of 6 months or longer.  This should include the names of the potential host and foreign laboratory the applicant plans to visit and what is to be accomplished at the foreign laboratory. 

 (e) statement from the sponsoring scientist (Appendix 5) giving the requested information and indicating agreement to work with the applicant if an award is made.

 (f) supplemental information, NSF Form 1225A (Appendix 6).

 (g) Certifications for Awards to Individuals (Appendix 7).

 (g) three signed, typed recommendations in sealed envelopes, prepared using the form in Appendix 8.  One of these is usually from the doctoral advisor.  The sponsoring scientist may not provide one of the recommendations.  Applicants need to provide a copy of the qualification statement to the referees and are responsible for ensuring that all 3 recommendations are included with the application in sealed envelopes.

2.  Nineteen (19) collated copies of items (a) through (e) above.

All application materials, including the three recommendations and nineteen copies of the selected items, must be sent in one package to the address below to arrive no later than the deadline.  Incomplete or late applications may be returned without review.  All materials, including references, must be typed with 2.5 cm margins and type no smaller than 10 point font size.

SEND COMPLETED APPLICATIONS TO:

NSF/SLOAN POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS IN      
MOLECULAR EVOLUTION

BIR/BIO  ROOM 615

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

4201 WILSON BOULEVARD

ARLINGTON VA 22230

Evaluation of Applications

The selection of Fellows will be made by the National Science Foundation and the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation following evaluation of the applications by a panel of research scientists with expertise in appropriate disciplines.  The panel's evaluations will be based on the information provided in the applications and the supporting documents.  Evaluation criteria will include:

1. Applicant's ability as evidenced by past research work and letters of recommendation; 

2. Applicant's commitment to a career of research and teaching in molecular evolution;

3. Appropriateness of the sponsoring senior scientist and host institution to the proposed research and training plan; 

4. Likely impact of the proposed research and training plan on the development of the applicant's career as an independent researcher and educator; and 

5. The potential impact of the proposed research and training on the field of molecular evolution.  

Applicants selected for an award will be notified on or about April 1 following the deadline. Successful applicants must inform NSF in writing of their intention to accept the award within four weeks of the offer letter.  All applicants will receive copies of reviewers' and panel comments by June 1.

Conditions of Appointment

During the tenure of the award, the Fellow must devote full time to the proposed research and training plan.  A major change in the plan of scientific research or a change in Fellowship institution requires prior Foundation approval.

Institutions may supplement Fellowship stipends without prior permission in accordance with established institutional policies. However, such supplementation may not be based on any requirement for duties in addition to normal Fellowship activities and may involve teaching only to the extent of conducting or participating in seminars directly related to the Fellow's research program.

In the context of the above guidelines, funds that the institution has obtained from external (including Federal) sources may be considered as institutional funds.  When appropriate, NSF project grants may be used for supplementation in an amount not to exceed a combined limit of $1,000 per year for any Fellow.

Intellectual Property Rights

Neither the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation nor the National Science Foundation claims rights to any inventions or writings that might result from its Fellowship awards.  However, Fellows should be aware that the NSF, another Federal agency, or some private party may acquire such rights through other support.  Applicants are encouraged to discuss institutional policies on intellectual property rights with the host institution before submitting an application as well as policies of the sponsoring scientist regarding what materials and projects must remain with the host laboratory at the end of the fellowship.  Fellows at foreign institutions should be aware that specific provisions regarding intellectual property right allocations apply to particular countries and should be cognizant of any such provisions before commencing work.  Also, Fellows should note their obligation to include an Acknowledgment and Disclaimer in any publication which arises from their Fellowship-supported research.

	APPLICATION
FORM

	NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION and

ALFRED P. SLOAN FOUNDATION

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS IN

MOLECULAR EVOLUTION

BIR/BIO  Room 615

4201 Wilson Boulevard

Arlington VA 22230
	1


THIS FORM IS FOR COMPETITIONS IN FISCAL YEARS 1995-1998 with the following deadlines for receipt of applications:  November 1, 1995; November 1, 1996; November 4, 1997; and November 2, 1998.  Please type, if possible.

NAME

Surname


Given Names

Other

SOCIAL SECURITY NO.   _______-_____-________

MAILING ADDRESS for correspondence.  Please keep NSF informed of a current mailing address.
CURRENT ACADEMIC ADDRESS


Department 



Institution 


Present Position 



Date present position started 




Source of support 


PROPOSED FELLOWSHIP INSTITUTION including department 

PROPOSED SPONSORING SCIENTIST including title
OTHER INSTITUTION AND SPONSOR if international experience proposed
BRIEF TITLE of your proposed research 

NSF Form 1281A(7/94)

	APPLICATION
FORM
page 2
	NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION and

ALFRED P. SLOAN FOUNDATION

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS IN

MOLECULAR EVOLUTION

BIR/BIO, Room 615

4201 Wilson Boulevard

Arlington VA 22230
	1


DOCTORAL DEGREE


Department and Institution 



Date awarded or anticipated date of receipt 


REFERENCES (do not use your sponsoring scientist)




PhD Advisor


 2nd Reference

   3rd Reference

Name 

   
   


Dept 

   
   


Inst 

   
   


Phone

   
   

EXPECTED STARTING DATE OF FELLOWSHIP _________________ 1, 199__












month
OTHER SUPPORT

Have you applied for any other Fellowships or similar appointments for all or part of the tenure herein requested?______


If so, name of agency or program:


Have you ever received an NSF or Sloan Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship?____

   

If yes, when and from what program? 


TELEPHONE NUMBER(S) where you can be reached during daytime hours until awards are announced

E-MAIL ADDRESS 


I have read this Application and the program announcement in detail and have noted the conditions herein.

Signature of applicant 


Date _________________

THIS APPLICATION IS NOT COMPLETE WITHOUT YOUR SIGNATURE.

NSF Form 1281B (7/94)

	Applicant's

curriculum 
vitae
	NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION and

ALFRED P. SLOAN FOUNDATION

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS IN

MOLECULAR EVOLUTION


	2


NAME 


Undergraduate Education

Institution 


Degree And Date Conferred 


Major/Minor 


Graduate Education

Institution 


Department 


Thesis Advisor 


Degree And Date Conferred Or Expected 


Informative Title Of Thesis Research 


Additional Graduate Or Undergraduate Education, if any
Institution 


Department 


Description 


All Positions And Awards Within The Past 3 Years

NSF Form 1281C (7/94)
	curriculum 
vitae
page 2
	NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION and

ALFRED P. SLOAN FOUNDATION

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS IN

MOLECULAR EVOLUTION


	2


List of your PUBLICATIONS, including any publications expected from the Ph.D. thesis research if the thesis has not been completed.  Give complete citations and full titles.  In a separate section, list abstracts, presentations at meetings, and posters.

NSF Form 1281D(7/94)

	ABSTRACT OF FELLOWSHIP RESEARCH
	NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION and

ALFRED P. SLOAN FOUNDATION

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS IN

MOLECULAR EVOLUTION


	3


Do not exceed 200 words.  Please use the narrative form and avoid using the first person.

Applicant's Name 


Title of research plan 


NSF Form 1281E (7/94)

	QUALIFICATION STATEMENT
	NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION and

ALFRED P. SLOAN FOUNDATION

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS IN

MOLECULAR EVOLUTION


	4


Begin on this page and attach no more than 4 pages plus the bibliography, including full citations with titles.

NSF Form 1281F(7/94)

	SPONSORING

SCIENTIST'S

STATEMENT
	NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION and

ALFRED P. SLOAN FOUNDATION

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS IN

MOLECULAR EVOLUTION


	5


                                           is applying for a Postdoctoral Research Fellowship in Molecular Evolution and proposes to conduct research in your laboratory.  Fellows must present a research and training plan other than that of their doctoral or postdoctoral training.  This requirement is made in recognition of the need for scientists capable of a broad interdisciplinary approach to research in Molecular Evolution.  If the applicant has held a postdoctoral appointment for over a year at the time of award initiation, he/she must present a plan different from the current research.  Evaluation of the applications will include assessing the value of the proposed research and training plan to provide the basis for a future independent research career.  As Fellows are free to choose the most suitable laboratory, opportunities available to the applicant in your laboratory will become an important factor in evaluating the application.

Please provide (1) an abbreviated CV (no more than 2 pages) listing up to 5 publications most closely related to the proposed project, up to 5 other significant publications, and the graduate students and postdoctorals who have trained with you and (2) a brief statement addressing the following 5 items:

1.
 A brief description of the research projects in your laboratory.

2.
 Your current and pending research support, both public and private.  Have you submitted the work proposed by the applicant elsewhere?  If so, please explain the degree of overlap with this proposal.

3.
 An explanation of how the research and training plan of the applicant would relate to and fit into your program and what role you would play.

4.
 Personnel with whom the Fellow would work.

5.
 How you plan to foster the development of the applicant's future independent research career in Molecular Evolution.

NOTE:
PLEASE SIGN THIS FORM and return it and the attachments to the applicant in time to be submitted to NSF with the remainder of the application for the early November deadline.

Your Name, Title and Institution (typed):____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Telephone___________________________FAX______________________________________

Email________________________________________________________________________

Signature                                             Date___________________

NSF Form 1281G(7/94)

	Supplementary Information
	National Science Foundation and 

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation

Postdoctoral Research Fellowships in

Molecular Evolution


	6


Submit only ONE copy of this form.  Leave the back of the page blank.  Do not include this form with any of the other copies, as this may compromise the confidentiality of the information  Please check the appropriate answers to each question for the applicant:

NSF Form 1225A(6/90)

	Certifications
	National Science Foundation and 

Alfred P.Sloan Foundation

Postdoctoral Research Fellowships in

Molecular Evolution
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There are three certifications which, by law, must be made before the National Science Foundation can authorize funds for a fellowship award.  These concern (1) controlled substances, (2) delinquency on Federal debt, and (3) debarment and suspension.

I certify that:

1.  I will not engage in unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensing, possession or use of a controlled substance in the conduct of any activity with this fellowship award;

2.  I am not delinquent on repayment of any Federal debt; and

3.  to the best of my knowledge and belief,


a.  I am not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible or voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any Federal department or agency;


b.  I have not within a three-year period preceding my application been convicted of or had a civil judgment rendered against me for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State, or local) transaction or contract under a public transaction; violation of Federal or State antitrust statutes or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements, or receiving stolen property;


c.  I am not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a government entity (Federal, State, or local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph 3.(b) of this certification; and


(d)  I have not within a three-year period preceding this application had one or more public transactions (Federal, State, or local) terminated for cause or default.








_____________________________________________








Signature






Date

NSF Form 1281H (6/93)

	Recommendation Form


	NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION and

ALFRED P. SLOAN FOUNDATION

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS IN

MOLECULAR EVOLUTION
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NAME OF APPLICANT 


REFEREE

NAME 



DEPT 



INSTITUTION 


 1.

How long have you known the applicant?

 2.

In what capacity(ies)?

 3.

Briefly describe the applicant's research contributions and 




their significance to science. What has been the applicant's




role in these advances?  The quality of performance? (Use an 

additional sheet if necessary.)

 4.

How will the proposed research and training provide the 





applicant with the opportunity to learn new conceptual  





approaches and experimental skills and provide the basis for   

interdisciplinary research in Molecular Evolution?

NSF Form 1281I (7/94)
	Recommendation Form

page 2
	NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION and

ALFRED P. SLOAN FOUNDATION

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS IN

MOLECULAR EVOLUTION


	8


NAME OF APPLICANT 


 5.

How do you think the proposed research and training will 


 


contribute to the development of a future independent    


 


research career in Molecular Evolution?

 6.

On the following scale of 1 to 5, please rank the applicant.





1 
5




Outstanding
Average

or, if you are the graduate advisor,  please complete the following:

  I rank this applicant ____ (number) among _____ (number) graduate students I have supervised in the past ______ years.

Please check one of the two statements below:

A. [ ] My identity and this report must be held in confidence.

B. [ ] This report may be released to the applicant upon request.

If box A is checked, the Foundation will honor your request to the extent permitted by law.

Signature 
 Date 


Telephone Number 


FAX _________________________________  E-mail 



Please send this form in a sealed envelope to the applicant to be mailed to NSF along with the remainder of the application.  Applications must be received at NSF the first of November.  Failure to return this form in a timely fashion may jeopardize the application.

NSF Form 1281J (7/94)

CHECKLIST FOR APPLICATION MATERIALS

	Do send
	1  One set of originals of the following:

	
	

	
	a.
application form

b.
curriculum vitae

c.
abstract

d.
qualification statement 

e.
sponsoring scientist's statement

f.
supplementary information

g.
certifications

h.
3 references in sealed envelopes



	
	2  19 collated copies of items a through e.

	
	

	Do not send
	reprints, preprints, abstracts, theses, transcripts, or other materials not specifically requested in this announcement.





The Foundation provides awards for fellowships in the sciences and engineering.  The Fellow is wholly responsible for the conduct of such research and preparation of the results for publication.  The Foundation therefore, does not assume responsibility for such findings or their interpretation.




The Foundation welcomes applications on behalf of all qualified scientists and engineers, and strongly encourages women, minorities, and persons with disabilities to compete fully in the fellowship program described here.  In accordance with Federal statutes and regulations and NSF policies, no person on grounds of race, color, age, sex, national origin, or disability shall be excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under this program.




Facilitation Awards for Scientists and Engineers with Disabilities (FASED) provides funding for special assistance or equipment to enable persons with disabilities to conduct research.  See the program announcement (NSF 91-54) or contact the Program Officer at 703/306-1636.  NSF has TDD (Telephonic Device for the Deaf) capability which enables individuals with hearing impairments to communicate with NSF Information Center regarding NSF programs, employment, or general information.  The number is 703/306-0090.




Ordering by Electronic Mail or by FAX:  If you are a user of electronic mail and have access to either BITNET or Internet, you may order publications electronically.  BITNET users should address requests to pubs@nsf.  Internet users should send request to pubs@nsf.gov.  In your request, include the NSF publication number and title, number of copies, your name, and a complete mailing address.  Printed publications may be ordered by FAX (703/644-4278).  Publications should be received within 3 weeks after receipt of request.




Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number is 47.074, Biological Sciences.


Privacy Act And Public Burden Statement  The information requested on the application materials is solicited under the authority of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950, as amended.  It will be used and disclosed in connection with the selection of qualified applicants, and in accordance with NSF-12 System of Records, "Fellowship and Traineeship Filing System" 57 Federal Register 1282 (January 13, 1992).  Submission of the requested information is voluntary, however, failure to provide full and complete information may reduce the possibility of your receiving an award.


Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 12 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed and competing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to:

Herman G. Fleming, Reports Clearance Office
and to:

Division of Contracts, Policy, & Oversight



National Science Foundation


Office of Management and Budget

4201 Wilson Blvd.



Paperwork Reduction Project (3145-0023)

Arlington VA 22230



Washington DC 20503

Bitnet:  hfleming@nsf

Internet:  hfleming@nsf.gov

Insert STIS Flyer

OMB 3145-0023
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