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GUIDELINES FOR  BASE  & MATCHING FUNDS





Background





In fiscal year 1995, the National Science Foundation established the "Faculty Early Career Development" (CAREER) program. This program which is Foundation-wide, provides for the support of new faculty within the context of their overall career development.  It combines, in a single program, the support of quality research and education in the broadest sense, and the full participation of those traditionally underrepresented groups in science and engineering.  The CAREER program enhances and emphasizes the importance the Foundation places on the development of full, balanced academic careers which include both research and education.





The Directorate for Engineering also encourages CAREER awardees to develop collaborative research and education partnerships and intellectual involvement with industry which hold promise for long-term cooperation between academia and industry. Therefore, in addition to the CAREER base award, the Directorate plans to provide matching funds to foster industrial collaboration.


 


Base Award





The Engineering Directorate plans to provide $50,000 per year for 4 years to support research and education plans of the CAREER awardee.  CAREER base funding will be provided in one of two ways:  as a continuing grant with base funding provided on an annual basis (provided funds are available and the results achieved warrant further support), or as a standard grant with all base funding provided up front.





The principle of CAREER awards is to provide stable support at a sufficient level and duration to meet objectives of the CAREER program. However, at the discretion of the disciplinary Program Director, the CAREER base award of $50,000 each year may be reduced for each year a CAREER awardee is receiving an NSF Research Initiation award, NSF Minority Research Initiation award or another Federal young investigator award.  The Program Director, at his or her discretion, may also reduce the CAREER base award if there is overlapping research currently being supported by another NSF individual investigator award(s).





Matching Award  





The CAREER awardee may request from NSF up to $25,000 each year in additional funds provided that equal matching support is obtained from eligible sources. The amount will be available for each year that base funding is made.   
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The first year's matching funds and second year's base amount (for continuing grants) should be requested by March 31st of the second year.  For CAREER awards made as standard grants, the deadline for matching funds is also March 31st of the second year.  The second year's matching funds may also be requested at the same time.  The succeeding years' request will follow in the same way and should also be requested by March 31st of each award year.





Equipment Supplement





The CAREER awardee may request up to $10,000 for a one-time equipment supplement provided that the institution provides equal matching funds.  The amount for equipment may be requested in any year of the CAREER award.





The deadline for matching support, the one-time equipment supplement request and the annual base funding for continuing grants is March 31st.





Sources Eligible for Matching Support





The Directorate for Engineering's guiding principle is to stimulate collaborations and intellectual involvement of the PI and his or her students with industry which hold promise for long-term benefit to the nation. The Foundation may request written justification from the CAREER awardee to show that the collaboration satisfies this principle. Only contributions received after the official submission of the CAREER proposal are eligible for the matching support.   Any questions regarding eligibility of CAREER matching funds should be directed to the disciplinary Program Director.





Eligible sources for matching funds include:





- U.S. and multi-national corporations and small businesses.





- State, county, or local government organizations.





The form of the support can be:





- Cash, grant support, contract support, new permanent research equipment, educational equipment and/or software essential to the CAREER awardee's activities.





- Donations of materials for support of research and education. 





- New permanent equipment and software donated from industry.  However, the total amount for equipment and software to be cost shared will be limited to $25,000 with no carry-over to the following year. 





- Sharing of Equipment or software:  New equipment or software donated from industry to one or more CAREER awardees to be shared by others is eligible for pro-rated match.
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- Cost basis for equipment or software:  The computation of cost basis for new equipment or software is its fair market value less the customary academic discount offered by the manufacturer.  Any additional discount (reduced price) made available by the manufacturer especially to the CAREER awardee may be used as matching support.





Contributions NOT eligible for CAREER Match





- Support received by an institution where the CAREER awardee has no collaborative projects and intellectual involvement with the industry or the organization.





- Funds from the Federal Government.





- Donations from individual philanthropists, non-profit foundations, and educational and professional associations.





- In-kind contributions, used equipment donations, or access to equipment or software owned by an organization.





Matching Funds Request Documentation 





The request for matching funds should be signed by the principal investigator and the authorized institutional representative and submitted to the NSF by the March 31st deadline along with the request for base funding for continuing grants.  The matching funds request should include the following: a) the completed "Request for Base and/or Matching Funds" form (attached), b) the budget, NSF Form 1030, and c) matching funds documentation.  The documentation must identify the type of matching (cash, equipment, materials, and/or software donation, including cost basis for equipment and software), and specify that the donation is for a specific CAREER awardee by naming the awardee in the donor's documentation.   The NSF form 1030 should show the funds being requested from NSF in the left column and the eligible matching funds identified in the right column.





Reporting Requirements





By March 31st of each year (for continuing and standard grants), the PI, through his or her institution, must submit an Annual Grant Progress Report (NSF Form 1328) as described in Appendix D of the NSF Grant Proposal Guide (GPG, NSF 94-2).   The progress report (approximately two pages) should summarize the status of the research, education, and industrial collaboration.  The report must be countersigned by the awardee’s department head or equivalent, thereby reaffirming the department’s endorsement of for the NSF program director, the progress report will be used in tracking the the work plan and partnership in the individual’s career development.  In addition to providing information program for the purposes of evaluation and assessment.  Questions concerning annual reports should be directed to the disciplinary Program Director.


NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION


DIRECTORATE FOR ENGINEERING


FACULTY EARLY CAREER DEVELOPMENT (CAREER) PROGRAM


REQUEST FOR BASE AND/OR MATCHING FUNDS





PI NAME:______________________________________ 	DATE OF REQUEST:____________________





NSF AWARD #:_______________			YEAR OF CAREER AWARD: ___________





________________________________________________________________________________________


DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST





				CIRCLE TYPE	     CIRCLE YEAR(S)		LIST AMOUNTS





BASE AWARD			YES	NO	  1	 2  	3          4 	$____________





MATCHING FUNDS  		YES	NO	  1	 2	3          4 	$____________





OTHER  SUPPORT		YES 	NO	  1	 2	3          4	$____________


(equipment/software etc.)





INSTITUTION FUNDS		YES	NO	  1	 2	3          4	$____________


(up to $10,000 for equipment)





TOTAL REQUEST								$____________


________________________________________________________________________________________


					MATCHING SOURCES





SOURCE(S)	ADDRESS		CODE*			CASH		EQUIP./SOFT./ETC.


(LIST INDIVIDUALLY)


________________________________________________________________________________________





1. ___________________________________________________	$__________	$___________





2. ___________________________________________________	$__________	$___________





3. ___________________________________________________	$__________	$___________





4. ___________________________________________________	$__________	$___________





________________________________________________________________________________________


* Source Codes


F30 Large Corporation or Business


F31 Small Business


E22 State Government


E23 Local Government





OMB  3145-0058								NSF 95-109 (New)


P.T.:   34


K.W.: 0600000


CFDA #47.041, Engineering





NSF Form 1369 (6/95)


