
Thom McDade is a biological anthropologist who conducts research on health and human 

development in relation to social and cultural contexts and processes. Much of this work focuses 

on the long-term effects of early environments, and the integration of biological measures into 

population-based, social science research. He is director of the Laboratory for Human Biology 

Research, and of Cells to Society (C2S): The Center on Social Disparities and Health. 

McDade's work has appeared in a wide range of journals, including Proceedings of the National 

Academy of Sciences, Proceedings of the Royal Society, New England Journal of Medicine, 

Social Science and Medicine, American Journal of Public Health, Demography, American 

Journal of Clinical Nutrition, American Journal of Human Biology, Medical Anthropology, and 

Psychosomatic Medicine. In 2002, he received a Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists 

and Engineers (PECASE), the nation's highest honor for scientists early in their career. PECASE 

awardees are drawn from those who have already received prestigious Faculty Early Career 

Development (CAREER) grants from the National Science Foundation. 

 

http://www.ipr.northwestern.edu/research-areas/social-disparities-health/index.html

