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SBE Goals 
for 2011

SBE will invest 
in NSF- and 
Administration-
wide initiatives, 
plus its core 
programs, in 
order to support 
the most 
innovative 
science



Standing Programs 
Support Basic Science

Two Research-
Focused Divisions

• Social and Economic 
Sciences

• Behavioral & Cognitive 
Sciences

• Also Science Resources 
Statistics Division



SBE Office of 
Multidisciplinary Activities (SMA)

• Created 2010 & Growing in 2011 & beyond
• Focal point for activities that cut across 

disciplinary boundaries
– Science of Learning Centers
– Science of Science & Innovation Policy (SciSIP) 
– Research Experiences for Undergraduates 
– Minority Post-Doctoral Research Fellowships

• SMA co-funds interdisciplinary research with 
other divisions and directorates



People, Energy, Environment

• Science, Engineering, 
and Education for the 
Environment (SEES) 
Environmentally-related 
programs will increase

• Coupled Natural-Human 
Systems

• LTER & ULTRA-EX

• Modeling & Water

• USGCRP



Technology & Innovation

• Science of Science & 
Innovation Policy will 
grow again in FY 2011

• Cyber-Enabled 
Discovery & Innovation 
(CDI) & other cyber-
related initiatives

• Social media archive 
explorations



SBE Research Infrastructure

• Gold-Standard 
Surveys

• Enhanced Access & 
Dissemination 

• New Infrastructure 
workshop in 
December, 2010

• Observation network 
pilots by 2012?

NHGIS
General Social Survey



NSF Strategic Plan 2010

• Three Strategic Goals
– Transform the Frontier

– Innovate for Society

– Perform as a Model Agency

• Emphasis on
– Setting measurable performance goals

– Assessment and evaluation



NSF Data Policy 
Implementation

• Data Management Plans required: mid-January

• Supplementary docs – no more than 2 pages

• Proposals without plans returned

• Discussed during merit review consideration

• Panels will use community standards to 
evaluate 



SBE 2020:

Framing 
Next-
Generation 
Research

NSF Doc. 
10-069



Why Now?

• Move beyond near-term funding cycles

• Recognize Important Scientific Successes …
– Social networks, behavioral economics, decision-

making, spatial sciences, neuroscience & behavior

• And opportunities for new, robust data and 
multidisciplinary data resources

• … to prepare for next generation science

• … in partnership with other disciplines



Three Perspectives

• Content: What are the underlying questions?

• Capacities: What capacities are needed? 
(Education, training, & skill? For whom? 
Undergraduates, graduate students, post-
docs, young faculty, mid-career?)

• Infrastructure: What data sets, networks, 
collections, analytical tools, modes of 
scholarly communication?



Input from our Communities

• NSF/SBE Advisory Committee has agreed to 
author a report.

• Program Officers Contributing to Staff Input

• Community input in the form of white papers, 
submitted through a website 

http://www.nsf.gov/sbe/sbe_2020

http://www.nsf.gov/sbe/sbe_2020�


An Extended & Distributed 
Conversation

• Seminars and workshops

• Conferences

• Other opportunities 

• Two recent workshops @ NSF/SBE:
– Genes, Cognition, and Social Behavior

– Future Investments in Large-Scale Survey Data 
Access & Dissemination



Guidance for Authors 
of White Papers

• Questions (required):
1) What is the fundamental question or questions? 

Why are they important? 
2) What are the implications for advancing the 

domain? (Does the question address 
fundamental science, capacity, infrastructure, or 
combinations?)

• Questions (encouraged):
3) Who is doing provocative research?
4) What other questions should SBE ask as 

responses are analyzed?



White Paper Requirements

• 200 Word Abstract
• Text in English of no more than 2,000 words with 

page numbers in a Microsoft Word-compatible 
format.

• Up to 3 references to relevant readings.
• A Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial 

Share Alike license 
(http://creativecommons.org/about/licenses/) so 
that the material may be made widely available. 

• A completed online metadata record.

http://creativecommons.org/about/licenses/�


About 
your 
submission

What the Web Site Looks Like



And about 
you



Results: Work in Progress

• Preliminary analysis before Spring 2011

• Website will be updated

• Ongoing opportunity for input

• No specific short-term initiatives:  decadal 
approach gives us time to prepare for future 
work and secure future resources



Thanks!
mgutmann@nsf.gov



Foundational & Transformative
Questions

• Foundational: Issues that engage fundamental 
assumptions supporting disciplinary traditions 
(as in the role of economic incentives to 
change energy use)

• Transformative:  Leverage current findings to 
unlock new cycles of research (as in using 
social media research to explore issues of 
trust)


	NSF-SBE�Looking to the Future
	SBE Goals for 2011
	Standing Programs �Support Basic Science
	SBE Office of �Multidisciplinary Activities (SMA)
	People, Energy, Environment
	Technology & Innovation
	SBE Research Infrastructure
	NSF Strategic Plan 2010
	NSF Data Policy �Implementation
	Slide Number 10
	Why Now?
	Three Perspectives
	Input from our Communities
	An Extended & Distributed Conversation
	Guidance for Authors �of White Papers
	White Paper Requirements
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Results: Work in Progress
	Thanks!�mgutmann@nsf.gov
	Foundational & Transformative�Questions

