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An infrastructural lesson learnt
from the DRIVER project that
might be applicable for a large

scale endeavor of
Documenting Endangered

Languages
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Some „infrastructural“ quotes from DEL

• What is the relation of DEL to cyberinfrastructure (David / Terry)

• Networks, interoperability, and sustainability (Arianne)

• If a program cannot establish an infrastructure, the activities
cannot be pursued afterwards at the same scale (Toshi)

• It's stored somewhere out there and nobody is able to access it.
(Leslie)

• Legacy data to be digitized / made accessible (Helen / Robert)

• A knowledge space for DEL (Nicholas)
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DEL requirements (?)

• Large scale effort

• Distributed information landscape

• Manageable amount of data types

>> Accessing digital information as the very

starting point of research collaboration
(there might be myriads of other challenges but this one is feasible)
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Access is possible

• Researchers use repositories and archives

• Simple object description and URI

• Repositories & Archives take care of the rest

– Web interfaces

– Aggregation beyond google

– Interfaces for Software and tools
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DRIVER

• Generic Vision

– Digital repository infrastructure, multi-purpose, for
any type of content, in any discipline …

• DRIVER-I

– Institutional Repositories throughout Europe

– Focus on textual materials

• DRIVER-II

– Subject-based repositories, complex objects
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DRIVER – Partners
Administrative Co-ordination

UoA National and Capodistrian University of Athens, Greece
Mike Hatzolopoulos, Yannis Ioannidis, Natalia Manola, Vassili Stoumpos, Antonis Lebessis

Scientifc-Technical Co-ordination

SUB Niedersächsische Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek Göttingen, Germany
Norbert Lossau, Heike Neuroth, Wolfram Horstmann, Margo Bargheer

CNRS Centre pour la Communication Scientifique Directe / CNRS DIS, France
Francis Andre, Muriel Foullonneau, Anne-Marie Badolato, Daniel Charnay

SURF SURF Foundation, The Netherlands
Leo Waaijers, Martin Feijen, Kasja Weenink

UGhent University Library Ghent, Belgium
Sylvia van Peteghem, Karen van Godtsenhoven, Patrick Hochstenbach, Inge Van Niewerburgh

UniNott University of Nottingham, United Kingdom
Stephen Pinfield, Bill Hubbard, Mary Robinson, Sophia Jones

CNR Istituto di Scienza e Tecnologie dell'Informazione "A. FAEDO" / CNR, Italy
Donatella Castelli, Pasquale Pagano, Paolo Manghi

ICM Interdiscipl. Centre for Math. and Comp. Mod. /Univers. of Warsaw, Poland
Marek Niedgódzka, Wojtek Sylvetsrzak, Jaroslaw Wypychowksi

UniBi Universitätsbibliothek Bielefeld, Germany
Michael Höppner, Friedrich Summann, Marek Imialek

UKoln UK Office for Library and Information Networking, University of Bath
Liz Lyon, Rosemary Russell, Rachel Heery
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„Human“ portal for access
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Infrastructural Tools
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Repository Landscape
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Managing Aggregation



NSF Documenting Endangered Languages Workshop,NSF Documenting Endangered Languages Workshop,
Durham, New Hampshire, October 2007Durham, New Hampshire, October 2007

WolframWolfram
HortsmanHortsman

Test of Compliance
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Software Infrastructure
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An infrastructural lesson learnt …
• Bad news

– Large scale Interoperability (100s of repositories, millions
of documents) can be achieved first only at the very basic
simple level of access

• Good news
– Access alone can be of tremendous help to research

– Access is feasible
• technology is there, cheap and reasonably simple to use

• guidelines can harmonize data, for example developed by
the community and mandated by research funders

• Particularly good news
– DEL has it all there (OLAC, LinguistList, EMELD …)


