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Abstract  
 

The empathetic youth culture is a force of international transformation and provides 
diverse opportunities for different manifestations of political realities.  This multifaceted 
proposal focuses on studying the patterns of youth interactions among constructs of political 
socialization, value affiliation and transnational identity across borders.  The empathetic youth 
culture is not confined to territorial and tribal boundaries. Youth have the capacity to detribalize, 
foster global belonging and support a common human narrative.  Youth’s innovative spirit 
develops unconventional means to transmit empathetic messages and values, which are present 
within the interactions of these constructs.  This proposed research opportunity enables 
international scholars from diverse disciplines to study youth as a unified population.  This 
approach will change the foundation of education, government, economic and social practices.  

 
Future Research Framework 

 
The empathetic youth culture is vital to global transformation because youth have the 

capacity to change current and future economic and political patterns that influence global 
stability.  Current trends in youth studies focus primarily on cognitive development, self-esteem, 
education policy and development, abuse, health, social capital, unemployment and juvenile 
justice.  These fields of research are significant for the well-being of youth; however, a 
disconnect exists within these areas when it comes to addressing patterns of political 
socialization, value affiliation and transnational identity among youth.  Very few scholars 
attempt to analyze the youth culture and its impact in international settings.  Future generations 
will benefit from the examination of youth as an empathetic culture that seeks solidarity and a 
sense of global belonging.  The empathetic youth culture is infused in the fluidity of interactions 
among political socialization, value affiliation, and transnational identity patterns.  Youth in 
international settings continue to be neglected in research because of the abundant resources 
necessary for effectively studying youth, the cooperation of multiple countries, and the challenge 
of gaining the trust of youth.  The development of youth’s political socialization, value 
affiliations and transnational identity are equally under researched in multiple disciplines 
because the primary domain of youth studies is in the broader context of human development.  
Conventional youth studies focus on segmented cross-cultural comparisons of political 
socialization, value affiliation and transnational identity characteristics, rather than finding 
patterns of interactions among these constructs across borders.  Although research studies 
characterize youth according to territory, gender, religion, race and ethnicity, scholars ignore the 
examination of similar political and ideological goals that are endorsed by youth.  Youth are a 
force of international transformation and provide diverse opportunities for the manifestations of 
different political realities.  The impact of this research approach is evident in the mobility of 
political ideology, economic enterprises, social innovation and religious endorsement.   
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This future research opportunity enables scholars to study youth as a unified population. 
Research should perceive youth as a subculture that are conditioned by their political realities 
and value affiliations; not territories.  Youth are innately wired with similar theological 
(regardless of religion), ideological, and psychological traits.  These innate characteristics allow 
them to become a visceral family; thus enabling them to revolutionize the status quo.  
Historically, shared value affiliations and ideologies among youth set in motion and sustain 
political movements that transformed mainstream values and practices across cultures and 
geopolitical boundaries.  Youth contribution within social and political movements is an example 
of their ongoing impact for future generations. This empathetic youth culture has the ability to 
inspire and transcend social and political change that challenges territorial boarders.  

Traditionally, youth are confined to territorial and tribal boundaries; however, youth have 
the capacity to detribalize because of the current communicative and technological revolution 
that fosters global belonging and a common human narrative.  Although this concept is 
associated with the networks made possible by technology, scholars should consider the number 
of youth who do not have access to technology but are still influenced by technology.  Before the 
contemporary technological boom, youth maintained an innovative spirit that developed 
unconventional means to transmit empathetic messages and values, which are still present under 
the radar of research. For scholars, it is easy to study empathetic messages that are depicted 
through technology; however, it is vital to identify the “non-technological” means that impact the 
transmission of empathetic messages.  Many youth may have access to such technological 
devices but opt to communicate with “non-technological” means due to the perceived association 
between technology, surveillance and predictability.  Inherently, youth desire a sense of 
belonging and are inclusive to similar value affiliations as they echo their empathetic nature.   

How do we decipher which methodologies, parameters, and international resources 
should be utilized to study the contemporary empathetic youth culture?  These challenges create 
an opportunity to study the characteristics and the interactions among political socialization, 
value affiliation, and transnational identity.  The general research domains of these constructs are 
confined to particular methodologies and framed according to one discipline.  Political 
socialization research is not exclusive to youth in war-like situations but also involves studies 
that discuss the influence of narratives on contemporary national legacies.  Political socialization 
research focuses generally on the roles of political socialization agents such as parents, schools 
and government institutions.  Political socialization methodologies are habitually based on the 
top-down model that perceives the government, community and adults as the orchestrators of 
youth’s political interactions (Tseng & Wong, 2005).  Value affiliation research is predominantly 
in the areas of education and religious studies; thus the methodologies that are frequently utilized 
to examine religious/ ideological endorsement are nomothetic and idiographic.  Scholars utilize 
idiographic models to interpret individual and psychological characteristics in relation to value 
affiliation formation, while nomothetic models are used to create generalizations and natural 
laws to explain universal social truths (Bodur, Brinberg, & Coupey, 2000).  The application of 
nomothetic models in research may vary due to unique idiographic tendencies across different 
cultures.  Transnational identity studies focus on individuals with multiple national and cultural 
identifications; instead of viewing the empathetic youth culture as a cultural nomadic entity that 
facilitates the transformation of these issues.  These research studies analyze the construct and 
development of minority, immigrant and refugee identity.  Research in this area primarily 
incorporates qualitative methodology; including analyzing documents from international 
agencies, government documents and community leaders (Bloemraad, 2004).  The afore-
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mentioned research domains need to be restructured in order to effectively examine the 
interdisciplinary nature of the empathetic youth culture and its relation to global stability. 

The empathetic youth culture might be perceived as problematic because governments, 
institutions and the international community may agree or disagree on youth’s ability to 
comprehend complex global realities.  Studying these concepts would challenge preconceived 
notions that are embedded in the methodological traditions of academia.  Currently, research 
studies are pushing to prolong the youth development stage by sanitizing the behaviors 
associated with childhood and adolescence.  In fact, the empathetic youth culture challenges 
concepts related to research that suggests youth are apathetic in politics and community 
engagement.  This notion would also challenge the underpinning of government indoctrination in 
which a particular national/ideological allegiance is promoted.  The empathetic youth culture 
encourages a community that is not limited by territorial borders or national discourse.  The 
community is defined by patterns of similar political socialization and value endorsement.  
Understanding this empathetic youth culture will provide an alternative opportunity to deliver 
knowledge and experience to youth and children.  It modifies current models of 
economic/political development and community growth.  

Approaching this research task requires future collaboration among countries.  Any 
initiatives that seek to establish this international collaboration should take into consideration the 
historical tensions between Western culture and the rest of the world.  Generally, non-Western 
youth hold unfavorable memories of Western power based on their respective national 
discourses.  To access the field, it is important to create an international framework that mirrors 
the integrity, credibility, and reputation of international institutions such as UNICEF.  This 
structure should successfully facilitate the international nature of the study and the interaction of 
several multi-disciplinary models.  Additionally, this will bring together the most effective 
methodologies to examine political socialization, value affiliation and transnational identity 
within the empathetic youth culture.  

The multiple dimensions and levels of analysis involved with the study of the empathetic 
youth culture requires scholars to cross disciplinary and international frameworks in order to 
investigate youth as a force in shaping global stability; regardless of their location.  This 
approach will change the foundation of education, government, economic and social practices. 
Current models within governments and educational institutions do not foster the empathetic 
culture of youth; rather they are designed for specific values and goals that contradict the 
communal nature of youth.  If stakeholders do not endorse this line of research, scholars will 
continue fragmented research and will persist in perceiving youth as copy models of adults and 
governments.  It is of the interest of the global community to invest resources and expertise in 
the study of the empathetic youth culture as it continues to create a prospering human narrative. 
This innovative line of study is not confined to one field of research; rather it is inclusive to areas 
of neuroscience, communication, cognitive science, government, psychology, social science, 
education and economy.  It is now imperative to execute this research because it is relevant to the 
current global reality of poverty, economic distribution, political alliances, health issues, etc.  
Global stakeholders should be eager to find effective methods to communicate with youth and 
identify their untapped potential.   

This research study is possible because there is an abundance of interest and funding in 
youth development within the international community. It is also possible to execute this 
research proposal because different disciplines are eager to work together, and this framework 
will foster a collaborative international research spirit. This future research opportunity is also 
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possible because the proposed research study complements the mission of the National Science 
Foundation as it advances our understanding of human characteristics and behaviors. The 
National Science Foundation’s Social and Economic Sciences and Behavioral and Cognitive 
Sciences are the appropriate place to study the empathetic youth culture. The Directorate for the 
Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences provides an existing structure to thread the 
multifaceted nature of the empathetic youth culture that connects different disciplines and 
programs within the National Science Foundation. 
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