
Primary mechanism and primary
source of support 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007olda 2007newa 2008 2009

All sources 339,028 340,529 341,742 349,802 362,976 371,542 383,560 398,498

    Federal 72,328 74,168 74,536 74,327 72,651 73,802 71,527 75,757
        DOD 8,908 8,678 8,645 8,502 8,534 8,556 7,903 8,445
        DOE 4,011 4,119 4,376 4,453 4,245 4,250 4,317 4,594
        HHS 22,242 23,722 23,951 24,381 23,670 24,510 24,004 24,733
            NIH 20,441 22,383 22,801 23,330 22,649 23,472 22,884 23,570
            Other HHS 1,801 1,339 1,150 1,051 1,021 1,038 1,120 1,163
        NASA 3,217 2,891 2,671 2,350 2,306 2,310 2,336 2,423
        NSF 19,160 19,806 20,179 20,056 19,525 19,594 19,676 21,513
        USDA 3,390 3,479 3,264 2,902 2,721 2,721 2,702 2,625
        Other 11,400 11,473 11,450 11,683 11,650 11,861 10,589 11,424
    Institutional 139,533 141,274 142,288 145,596 151,403 155,283 164,272 164,136
    Other nonfederal 26,465 24,529 24,419 24,858 24,248 24,508 23,707 24,412
        Domestic 23,697 21,944 22,009 22,386 21,572 21,815 20,155 20,700
        Foreign 2,768 2,585 2,410 2,472 2,676 2,693 3,552 3,712
    Self-support 100,702 100,558 100,499 105,021 114,674 117,949 124,054 134,193

    Fellowships 31,780 32,184 33,557 33,659 34,855 35,587 35,827 36,272
        Federal 6,979 7,249 7,554 7,466 7,546 7,819 7,620 7,985
            DOD 436 412 363 410 490 496 529 581
            DOE 151 129 149 168 197 199 165 156
            HHS 1,367 1,520 1,450 1,472 1,566 1,746 1,760 1,762
                NIH 1,196 1,395 1,360 1,414 1,503 1,681 1,671 1,669
                Other HHS 171 125 90 58 63 65 89 93
            NASA 265 264 281 261 285 286 285 301
            NSF 3,135 3,317 3,503 3,278 3,220 3,248 3,182 3,425
            USDA 93 85 72 47 119 120 125 120
            Other 1,532 1,522 1,736 1,830 1,669 1,724 1,574 1,640
        Institutional 20,055 20,549 21,867 22,051 23,235 23,630 24,277 24,312
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        Other nonfederal 4,746 4,386 4,136 4,142 4,074 4,138 3,930 3,975
            Domestic 3,714 3,440 3,148 3,068 3,011 3,063 2,752 2,640
            Foreign 1,032 946 988 1,074 1,063 1,075 1,178 1,335
        Self-support na na na na na na na na

    Research assistantships 107,294 107,489 106,739 107,211 107,610 109,000 111,574 114,681
        Federal 54,322 55,350 55,056 54,367 54,070 54,637 53,128 56,189
            DOD 6,834 6,244 6,060 5,863 6,092 6,106 6,095 6,570
            DOE 3,762 3,851 4,076 4,099 3,963 3,965 4,044 4,321
            HHS 15,126 16,394 16,512 16,792 16,593 17,041 16,508 16,904
                NIH 13,761 15,404 15,717 16,033 15,792 16,229 15,699 16,041
                Other HHS 1,365 990 795 759 801 812 809 863
            NASA 2,817 2,526 2,245 1,956 1,921 1,924 1,947 2,012
            NSF 15,209 15,608 15,712 15,740 15,450 15,492 15,460 16,929
            USDA 3,113 3,236 3,053 2,632 2,391 2,390 2,408 2,353
            Other 7,461 7,491 7,398 7,285 7,660 7,719 6,666 7,100
        Institutional 36,600 36,822 36,289 36,703 38,302 39,003 43,313 42,913
        Other nonfederal 16,372 15,317 15,394 16,141 15,238 15,360 15,133 15,579
            Domestic 15,732 14,721 14,837 15,590 14,391 14,511 13,719 14,307
            Foreign 640 596 557 551 847 849 1,414 1,272
        Self-support na na na na na na na na

    Teaching assistantships 69,476 69,165 70,230 71,562 73,113 75,510 79,025 78,285
        Federal 1,338 1,316 1,471 1,443 1,386 1,429 989 1,240
            DOD na na na na na na na na
            DOE 48 58 78 80 49 49 57 72
            HHS 324 268 311 325 277 295 40 61
                NIH 283 245 273 290 259 273 na na
                Other HHS 41 23 38 35 18 22 40 61
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            NASA 34 31 51 46 35 35 37 46
            NSF 286 285 381 412 339 339 358 343
            USDA 80 67 53 73 71 71 56 45
            Other 566 607 597 507 615 640 441 673
        Institutional 67,091 66,890 67,809 69,182 70,536 72,859 76,960 75,895
        Other nonfederal 1,047 959 950 937 1,191 1,222 1,076 1,150
            Domestic 1,047 959 950 937 1,191 1,222 972 1,048
            Foreign na na na na na na 104 102
        Self-support na na na na na na na na

    Traineeships 10,169 9,892 9,946 9,801 9,395 9,707 9,997 9,989
        Federal 5,916 5,882 6,011 5,951 5,447 5,660 5,918 6,273
            DOD 39 45 63 76 82 83 102 92
            DOE 5 25 35 64 18 18 8 4
            HHS 4,794 4,864 4,982 4,891 4,618 4,809 4,938 5,268
                NIH 4,654 4,731 4,837 4,776 4,508 4,698 4,786 5,140
                Other HHS 140 133 145 115 110 111 152 128
            NASA 56 48 56 50 36 36 45 27
            NSF 333 406 377 368 294 294 489 569
            USDA 14 16 23 23 21 21 15 19
            Other 675 478 475 479 378 399 321 294
        Institutional 3,661 3,479 3,324 3,362 3,419 3,516 3,586 3,266
        Other nonfederal 592 531 611 488 529 531 493 450
            Domestic 504 429 549 420 447 449 447 405
            Foreign 88 102 62 68 82 82 46 45
        Self-support na na na na na na na na

    Other types of support 120,309 121,799 121,270 127,569 138,003 141,738 147,137 159,271
        Federal 3,773 4,371 4,444 5,100 4,202 4,257 3,872 4,070
            DOD 1,599 1,977 2,159 2,153 1,870 1,871 1,177 1,202
            DOE 45 56 38 42 18 19 43 41
            HHS 631 676 696 901 616 619 758 738
                NIH 547 608 614 817 587 591 728 720
                Other HHS 84 68 82 84 29 28 30 18
            NASA 45 22 38 37 29 29 22 37
            NSF 197 190 206 258 222 221 187 247
            USDA 90 75 63 127 119 119 98 88
            Other 1,166 1,375 1,244 1,582 1,328 1,379 1,587 1,717
        Institutional 12,126 13,534 12,999 14,298 15,911 16,275 16,136 17,750
        Other nonfederal 3,708 3,336 3,328 3,150 3,216 3,257 3,075 3,258
            Domestic 2,700 2,395 2,525 2,371 2,532 2,570 2,265 2,300
            Foreign 1,008 941 803 779 684 687 810 958
        Self-support 100,702 100,558 100,499 105,021 114,674 117,949 124,054 134,193

DOD = Department of Defense; DOE = Department of Energy; HHS = Department of Health and Human Services; NASA = National Aeronautics and Space Administration; NIH = 
National Institutes of Health; NSF = National Science Foundation; USDA = U.S. Department of Agriculture.

SOURCE:  National Science Foundation/National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, NSF-NIH Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and 
Engineering.

a In 2007, GSS-eligible fields were reclassified, newly eligible fields were added, and survey was redesigned to improve coverage and coding of GSS-eligible units. "2007new" 
presents data as collected in 2007; "2007old" reflects data as they would have been collected under 2006 methodology. See appendix A, "Technical Notes," for further details and 
specific field changes.

na = not applicable.


