
Primary mechanism and primary
source of support 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007olda 2007newa 2008 2009

All sources 51,897 55,329 57,827 61,756 61,292 59,288 59,943 52,287

    Federal 8,998 9,161 8,628 9,209 8,476 7,643 6,520 5,516
        DOD 292 328 347 361 334 323 316 238
        DOE 13 16 16 27 36 34 24 14
        HHS 6,740 6,963 6,608 6,697 6,231 5,443 4,407 3,956
            NIH 3,866 4,298 4,067 4,257 4,283 3,493 3,084 2,933
            Other HHS 2,874 2,665 2,541 2,440 1,948 1,950 1,323 1,023
        NASA 13 25 20 14 8 7 8 3
        NSF 148 169 208 283 222 198 206 169
        USDA 78 84 87 98 75 89 68 81
        Other 1,714 1,576 1,342 1,729 1,570 1,549 1,491 1,055
    Institutional 11,198 12,111 13,113 13,787 15,325 14,758 14,214 12,778
    Other nonfederal 2,669 2,565 2,614 3,042 2,900 2,800 2,277 2,439
        Domestic 2,345 2,321 2,423 2,861 2,653 2,558 2,029 2,147
        Foreign 324 244 191 181 247 242 248 292
    Self-support 29,032 31,492 33,472 35,718 34,591 34,087 36,932 31,554

    Fellowships 2,573 2,793 2,795 2,987 3,432 2,991 2,738 2,611
        Federal 629 716 705 782 1,022 798 697 630
            DOD 21 36 23 39 49 43 50 20
            DOE 1 1 3 7 7 5 3 0
            HHS 446 516 464 507 636 456 394 403
                NIH 366 412 363 439 591 413 333 352
                Other HHS 80 104 101 68 45 43 61 51
            NASA 4 4 2 1 2 2 2 1
            NSF 54 76 81 92 103 76 73 45
            USDA 4 5 0 0 3 2 0 0
            Other 99 78 132 136 222 214 175 161
        Institutional 1,433 1,609 1,665 1,759 1,975 1,795 1,666 1,595
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        Other nonfederal 511 468 425 446 435 398 375 386
            Domestic 392 398 386 396 356 325 295 289
            Foreign 119 70 39 50 79 73 80 97
        Self-support na na na na na na na na

    Research assistantships 6,711 7,035 7,231 7,221 7,235 6,707 6,485 6,457
        Federal 2,926 3,200 3,137 3,177 3,185 2,786 2,420 2,362
            DOD 70 95 87 56 58 54 64 59
            DOE 12 15 12 15 19 19 20 14
            HHS 2,321 2,616 2,570 2,552 2,593 2,189 1,873 1,817
                NIH 2,009 2,312 2,276 2,298 2,312 1,907 1,699 1,637
                Other HHS 312 304 294 254 281 282 174 180
            NASA 4 16 11 6 4 3 4 0
            NSF 61 50 85 111 99 101 119 103
            USDA 72 74 77 91 64 78 65 76
            Other 386 334 295 346 348 342 275 293
        Institutional 3,075 3,168 3,336 3,212 3,238 3,166 3,336 3,375
        Other nonfederal 710 667 758 832 812 755 729 720
            Domestic 677 634 718 800 765 706 680 684
            Foreign 33 33 40 32 47 49 49 36
        Self-support na na na na na na na na

    Teaching assistantships 3,488 3,717 3,891 4,201 4,579 4,318 4,015 3,439
        Federal 192 207 125 216 188 180 40 46
            DOD na na na na na na na na
            DOE 0 0 0 4 1 1 0 0
            HHS 56 75 46 88 129 119 22 15
                NIH 31 56 40 42 46 33 na na
                Other HHS 25 19 6 46 83 86 22 15
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            NASA 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
            NSF 5 0 1 1 2 2 2 3
            USDA 0 2 3 3 1 2 1 1
            Other 130 130 75 120 55 56 15 27
        Institutional 3,163 3,386 3,641 3,871 4,256 4,006 3,852 3,291
        Other nonfederal 133 124 125 114 135 132 123 102
            Domestic 133 124 125 114 135 132 120 100
            Foreign na na na na na na 3 2
        Self-support na na na na na na na na

    Traineeships 4,679 4,583 4,344 4,553 3,874 3,622 3,093 2,763
        Federal 3,972 3,865 3,542 3,659 3,088 2,890 2,169 1,759
            DOD 3 4 6 4 36 35 30 17
            DOE 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0
            HHS 3,442 3,344 3,049 3,044 2,487 2,296 1,746 1,408
                NIH 1,255 1,282 1,102 1,179 1,090 900 789 722
                Other HHS 2,187 2,062 1,947 1,865 1,397 1,396 957 686
            NASA 2 3 6 7 0 0 0 0
            NSF 25 36 33 24 18 18 5 12
            USDA 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1
            Other 500 478 448 580 545 539 388 321
        Institutional 574 559 641 701 588 534 747 838
        Other nonfederal 133 159 161 193 198 198 177 166
            Domestic 75 108 155 158 163 163 143 129
            Foreign 58 51 6 35 35 35 34 37
        Self-support na na na na na na na na

    Other types of support 34,446 37,201 39,566 42,794 42,172 41,650 43,612 37,017
        Federal 1,279 1,173 1,119 1,375 993 989 1,194 719
            DOD 198 193 231 262 191 191 172 142
            DOE 0 0 1 1 8 8 1 0
            HHS 475 412 479 506 386 383 372 313
                NIH 205 236 286 299 244 240 263 222
                Other HHS 270 176 193 207 142 143 109 91
            NASA 2 2 1 0 2 2 2 2
            NSF 3 7 8 55 0 1 7 6
            USDA 2 3 7 4 6 6 2 3
            Other 599 556 392 547 400 398 638 253
        Institutional 2,953 3,389 3,830 4,244 5,268 5,257 4,613 3,679
        Other nonfederal 1,182 1,147 1,145 1,457 1,320 1,317 873 1,065
            Domestic 1,068 1,057 1,039 1,393 1,234 1,232 791 945
            Foreign 114 90 106 64 86 85 82 120
        Self-support 29,032 31,492 33,472 35,718 34,591 34,087 36,932 31,554

SOURCE:  National Science Foundation/National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, NSF-NIH Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and 
Engineering.

DOD = Department of Defense; DOE = Department of Energy; HHS = Department of Health and Human Services; NASA = National Aeronautics and Space Administration; NIH = 
National Institutes of Health; NSF = National Science Foundation; USDA = U.S. Department of Agriculture.

a In 2007, GSS-eligible fields were reclassified, newly eligible fields were added, and survey was redesigned to improve coverage and coding of GSS-eligible units. "2007new" 
presents data as collected in 2007; "2007old" reflects data as they would have been collected under 2006 methodology. See appendix A, "Technical Notes," for further details and 
specific field changes.

na = not applicable.


