
Field 2013 2014 2015
All fields 29,779,403.8 31,602,455.8 31,455,857.7

   Computer sciences and mathematics 1,690,807.2 1,827,341.1 1,888,219.8
      Computer sciences 859,892.2 NA NA
      Mathematics 757,496.3 NA NA
      Other computer sciences and mathematics 73,418.7 NA NA

   Engineering 3,407,546.8 3,625,245.8 3,619,903.8
      Aeronautical engineering 408,924.0 NA NA
      Astronautical engineering 85,039.0 NA NA
      Chemical engineering 84,165.3 NA NA
      Civil engineering 28,195.1 NA NA
      Electrical engineering 259,355.7 NA NA
      Mechanical engineering 146,857.7 NA NA
      Metallurgy and materials engineering 1,201,085.5 NA NA
      Other engineering 1,193,924.4 NA NA

   Environmental sciences 2,395,799.6 2,617,636.0 2,563,195.8
      Atmospheric sciences 994,828.4 NA NA
      Geological sciences 411,201.6 NA NA
      Oceanography 456,533.8 NA NA
      Other environmental sciences 533,235.8 NA NA

   Life sciences 15,317,326.3 15,934,504.7 15,981,289.6
      Agricultural sciences 133,954.0 NA NA
      Biological sciences (excluding environmental biology) 8,172,705.1 NA NA
      Environmental biology 340,728.3 NA NA
      Medical sciences 5,347,282.4 NA NA
      Other life sciences 1,322,656.5 NA NA

   Physical sciences 4,432,225.6 4,882,696.3 4,679,690.2
      Astronomy 973,892.4 NA NA
      Chemistry 714,739.3 NA NA
      Physics 2,468,803.1 NA NA
      Other physical sciences 274,790.8 NA NA

   Psychology 1,016,038.8 1,049,033.4 1,070,855.5
      Biological aspects 13,845.8 NA NA
      Social aspects 16,437.6 NA NA
      Other psychological sciences 985,755.4 NA NA

   Social sciences 373,847.7 397,207.3 394,928.0
      Anthropology 24,094.2 NA NA
      Economics 58,414.4 NA NA
      Political science 8,904.3 NA NA
      Sociology 24,352.9 NA NA
      Other social sciences 258,081.9 NA NA

   Other sciences nec 1,145,811.9 1,268,791.2 1,257,775.0

nec = not elsewhere classified.

NOTE: Because of rounding, detail may not add to total. 

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Federal Funds for 
Research and Development, FYs 2013–15.

TABLE 33. Federal obligations for basic research, by detailed field of science and engineering: FYs 2013–15
(Dollars in thousands)

Preliminary

NA = not available; data collected for this table were not recorded at that level in that particular fiscal year.


