
Field 2013 2014 2015
All fields 24,174,189.0 25,367,711.9 25,407,013.5

   Computer sciences and mathematics 1,301,171.9 1,363,483.4 1,383,789.1
      Computer sciences 886,319.9 NA NA
      Mathematics 358,441.5 NA NA
      Other computer sciences and mathematics 56,410.5 NA NA

   Engineering 2,193,295.5 2,350,451.9 2,345,699.9
      Aeronautical engineering 187,660.0 NA NA
      Astronautical engineering 47,349.0 NA NA
      Chemical engineering 111,490.4 NA NA
      Civil engineering 32,572.7 NA NA
      Electrical engineering 220,795.2 NA NA
      Mechanical engineering 143,348.4 NA NA
      Metallurgy and materials engineering 324,751.9 NA NA
      Other engineering 1,125,327.9 NA NA

   Environmental sciences 1,123,015.9 1,195,707.7 1,174,148.2
      Atmospheric sciences 268,854.2 NA NA
      Geological sciences 166,557.1 NA NA
      Oceanography 297,843.7 NA NA
      Other environmental sciences 389,760.9 NA NA

   Life sciences 15,607,824.7 16,265,496.1 16,353,726.8
      Agricultural sciences 195,480.2 NA NA
      Biological sciences (excluding environmental biology) 8,251,865.9 NA NA
      Environmental biology 293,697.4 NA NA
      Medical sciences 5,336,144.8 NA NA
      Other life sciences 1,530,636.4 NA NA

   Physical sciences 1,799,971.0 1,913,231.6 1,864,889.7
      Astronomy 229,723.9 NA NA
      Chemistry 519,365.1 NA NA
      Physics 842,178.3 NA NA
      Other physical sciences 208,703.7 NA NA

   Psychology 1,158,071.5 1,204,887.3 1,220,508.9
      Biological aspects 12,714.4 NA NA
      Social aspects 12,182.5 NA NA
      Other psychological sciences 1,133,174.6 NA NA

   Social sciences 345,495.7 371,623.9 359,839.9
      Anthropology 16,649.7 NA NA
      Economics 62,722.2 NA NA
      Political science 8,153.0 NA NA
      Sociology 38,856.1 NA NA
      Other social sciences 219,114.7 NA NA

   Other sciences nec 645,343.0 702,829.8 704,410.9

nec = not elsewhere classified.

NOTES: Because of rounding, detail may not add to total. Seven agencies are required to report data for this section of the survey: 
the Departments of Agriculture, Defense, Energy, Health and Human Services, and Homeland Security; the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration; and the National Science Foundation. Research obligations of these seven agencies represented over 97% of 
total federal research obligations to universities and colleges in FYs 2013–15.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Federal Funds for 
Research and Development, FYs 2013–15.

TABLE 65. Federal obligations for research performed at universities and colleges for selected agencies, by detailed 
field of science and engineering: FYs 2013–15
(Dollars in thousands)

Preliminary

NA = not available; data collected for this table were not recorded at that level in that particular fiscal year.


