
Field 2013 2014 2015
All fields 14,895,865.9 15,547,241.5 15,584,113.1

   Computer sciences and mathematics 1,015,475.5 1,043,456.4 1,074,087.2
      Computer sciences 652,150.0 NA NA
      Mathematics 325,688.6 NA NA
      Other computer sciences and mathematics 37,636.8 NA NA

   Engineering 1,408,711.8 1,491,039.3 1,492,480.7
      Aeronautical engineering 119,644.4 NA NA
      Astronautical engineering 19,585.7 NA NA
      Chemical engineering 70,808.4 NA NA
      Civil engineering 22,249.9 NA NA
      Electrical engineering 146,205.1 NA NA
      Mechanical engineering 113,332.4 NA NA
      Metallurgy and materials engineering 274,406.0 NA NA
      Other engineering 642,479.9 NA NA

   Environmental sciences 974,540.7 1,033,915.1 1,015,592.8
      Atmospheric sciences 250,538.6 NA NA
      Geological sciences 164,385.3 NA NA
      Oceanography 272,218.1 NA NA
      Other environmental sciences 287,398.8 NA NA

   Life sciences 8,576,037.4 8,883,518.8 8,935,525.4
      Agricultural sciences 72,263.6 NA NA
      Biological sciences (excluding environmental biology) 4,709,921.9 NA NA
      Environmental biology 207,246.0 NA NA
      Medical sciences 2,791,240.6 NA NA
      Other life sciences 795,365.3 NA NA

   Physical sciences 1,612,514.4 1,714,627.0 1,670,475.9
      Astronomy 220,239.5 NA NA
      Chemistry 442,606.2 NA NA
      Physics 758,173.3 NA NA
      Other physical sciences 191,495.5 NA NA

   Psychology 645,267.6 666,157.7 683,635.6
      Biological aspects 12,714.4 NA NA
      Social aspects 11,294.2 NA NA
      Other psychological sciences 621,259.0 NA NA

   Social sciences 235,130.5 254,655.2 252,112.5
      Anthropology 16,557.0 NA NA
      Economics 34,196.4 NA NA
      Political science 7,966.6 NA NA
      Sociology 15,073.0 NA NA
      Other social sciences 161,337.4 NA NA

   Other sciences nec 428,188.0 459,872.0 460,203.0

nec = not elsewhere classified.

NOTES: Because of rounding, detail may not add to total. Seven agencies are required to report data for this section of the survey: 
the Departments of Agriculture, Defense, Energy, Health and Human Services, and Homeland Security; the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration; and the National Science Foundation. Basic research obligations of these seven agencies represented over 
99% of total federal basic research obligations to universities and colleges in FYs 2013–15.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Federal Funds for 
Research and Development, FYs 2013–15.

TABLE 76. Federal obligations for basic research performed at universities and colleges for selected agencies, by 
detailed field of science and engineering: FYs 2013–15
(Dollars in thousands)

Preliminary

NA = not available; data collected for this table were not recorded at that level in that particular fiscal year.


