
Academic 
year ending All fields Total

Biological and 
agricultural 

sciences

Earth,
atmospheric, and 

ocean sciences

Mathematics
 and computer

 sciences
Physical 
sciences Psychology

Social 
sciences Engineering

Non-S&E 
fields

1966 15,863 10,646 2,386 392 722 2,535 894 1,424 2,293 5,217
1967 17,961 12,013 2,565 412 782 2,930 1,030 1,699 2,595 5,948
1968 20,005 13,328 3,028 432 924 3,064 1,131 1,906 2,843 6,677
1969 22,355 14,781 3,278 487 1,013 3,241 1,350 2,156 3,256 7,574
1970 25,527 16,404 3,627 493 1,148 3,666 1,446 2,604 3,420 9,123

1971 27,271 17,385 3,897 538 1,142 3,718 1,615 2,992 3,483 9,886
1972 27,754 17,191 3,802 561 1,185 3,404 1,670 3,088 3,481 10,563
1973 27,670 16,853 3,764 557 1,113 3,209 1,741 3,151 3,318 10,817
1974 26,594 16,043 3,571 547 1,096 2,902 1,797 3,016 3,114 10,551
1975 25,751 15,870 3,623 535 1,038 2,811 1,878 3,035 2,950 9,881

1976 25,262 15,375 3,559 531 890 2,617 1,937 3,061 2,780 9,887
1977 23,858 14,775 3,470 588 837 2,477 1,902 2,932 2,569 9,083
1978 22,553 14,199 3,449 524 828 2,364 1,928 2,736 2,370 8,354
1979 22,301 14,128 3,516 542 833 2,381 1,831 2,596 2,429 8,173
1980 21,612 13,814 3,599 530 846 2,199 1,787 2,464 2,389 7,798

1981 21,463 14,056 3,607 484 822 2,318 1,885 2,511 2,429 7,407
1982 21,016 13,924 3,594 512 824 2,337 1,720 2,415 2,522 7,092
1983 20,748 13,920 3,429 501 838 2,430 1,750 2,315 2,657 6,828
1984 20,636 13,954 3,565 472 841 2,446 1,625 2,244 2,761 6,682
1985 20,552 14,043 3,530 470 859 2,452 1,576 2,188 2,968 6,509

1986 20,592 14,268 3,378 462 959 2,585 1,527 2,207 3,150 6,324
1987 20,934 14,580 3,307 491 999 2,686 1,474 2,153 3,470 6,354
1988 21,677 15,267 3,477 541 1,087 2,759 1,392 2,111 3,900 6,410
1989 21,811 15,622 3,481 542 1,209 2,627 1,408 2,188 4,167 6,189
1990 22,960 16,498 3,680 581 1,329 2,840 1,368 2,221 4,479 6,462

1991 23,521 16,982 3,743 626 1,514 2,919 1,249 2,229 4,702 6,539
1992 24,235 17,423 3,816 585 1,588 2,961 1,327 2,285 4,861 6,812
1993 24,387 17,571 3,800 566 1,602 2,868 1,322 2,315 5,098 6,816
1994 25,061 18,167 3,940 622 1,641 3,104 1,273 2,435 5,152 6,894
1995 25,162 18,119 3,989 577 1,727 2,922 1,245 2,388 5,271 7,043

1996 25,293 18,461 4,101 565 1,656 2,961 1,163 2,523 5,492 6,832
1997 24,944 18,084 4,046 608 1,594 2,880 1,162 2,478 5,316 6,860
1998 24,630 17,810 4,075 564 1,638 2,865 1,205 2,352 5,111 6,820
1999 23,439 16,735 3,919 535 1,495 2,722 1,209 2,350 4,505 6,704
2000 23,166 16,518 3,943 495 1,507 2,546 1,203 2,365 4,459 6,648

2001 22,782 16,189 3,766 461 1,407 2,531 1,128 2,324 4,572 6,593
2002 21,812 15,392 3,830 477 1,291 2,335 1,065 2,217 4,177 6,420
2003 22,257 15,761 3,777 470 1,419 2,396 1,043 2,286 4,370 6,496
2004 22,965 16,417 3,830 448 1,520 2,470 1,081 2,313 4,755 6,548
2005 23,736 17,405 3,913 470 1,782 2,670 1,058 2,285 5,227 6,331

2006 25,023 18,375 3,998 490 2,074 2,831 936 2,317 5,729 6,648
2007 26,203 19,542 4,388 542 2,308 2,905 941 2,317 6,141 6,661
2008 26,272 19,857 4,489 548 2,353 2,957 999 2,343 6,168 6,415
2009 26,332 19,840 4,495 539 2,327 2,995 991 2,487 6,006 6,492
2010 25,527 19,570 4,355 496 2,435 2,924 1,033 2,523 5,804 5,957

2011 26,192 20,380 4,464 522 2,494 3,167 1,003 2,527 6,203 5,812
2012 27,390 21,233 4,578 496 2,683 3,214 1,047 2,688 6,527 6,157

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Earned Doctorates.

Science and engineering fields
TABLE 21. Doctoral degrees awarded to men, by major field group: 1966–2012

S&E = science and engineering.

NOTE: See appendix B for specific fields that are included in each category.


