
Male Female % female Male Female % female Male Female % female
1966 138,679 45,634 24.8 35,580 5,469 13.3 10,646 924 8.0
1967 149,045 50,787 25.4 38,682 6,306 14.0 12,013 1,096 8.4
1968 165,200 61,397 27.1 41,551 7,209 14.8 13,328 1,317 9.0
1969 189,272 72,917 27.8 44,182 8,200 15.7 14,781 1,507 9.3
1970 204,528 79,702 28.0 43,973 9,722 18.1 16,404 1,648 9.1

1971 209,318 85,039 28.9 46,116 10,338 18.3 17,385 1,996 10.3
1972 216,422 90,037 29.4 48,721 11,328 18.9 17,191 2,151 11.1
1973 225,090 95,995 29.9 50,233 11,813 19.0 16,853 2,520 13.0
1974 223,652 102,578 31.4 49,528 12,711 20.4 16,043 2,671 14.3
1975 210,741 102,814 32.8 49,410 13,788 21.8 15,870 2,929 15.6

1976 205,570 103,921 33.6 49,992 15,015 23.1 15,375 3,097 16.8
1977 198,805 104,993 34.6 50,899 16,498 24.5 14,775 3,233 18.0
1978 195,888 107,667 35.5 50,034 17,230 25.6 14,199 3,454 19.6
1979 193,247 109,915 36.3 46,614 17,612 27.4 14,128 3,744 20.9
1980 191,215 113,480 37.2 46,004 18,085 28.2 13,814 3,961 22.3

1981 190,977 115,815 37.8 45,505 18,861 29.3 14,056 4,201 23.0
1982 193,624 121,399 38.5 46,557 20,011 30.1 13,924 4,350 23.8
1983 194,380 123,191 38.8 46,734 20,999 31.0 13,920 4,714 25.3
1984 199,150 125,134 38.6 47,049 21,533 31.4 13,954 4,791 25.6
1985 203,402 128,871 38.8 48,247 22,331 31.6 14,043 4,891 25.8

1986 204,743 130,662 39.0 48,621 23,219 32.3 14,268 5,167 26.6
1987 199,981 131,545 39.7 48,759 23,844 32.8 14,580 5,312 26.7
1988 191,549 130,933 40.6 49,820 23,835 32.4 15,267 5,662 27.1
1989 189,338 133,483 41.3 50,845 25,580 33.5 15,622 6,109 28.1
1990 189,082 140,012 42.5 51,230 26,558 34.1 16,498 6,370 27.9

1991 189,328 148,347 43.9 50,441 27,927 35.6 16,982 6,932 29.0
1992 195,779 159,486 44.9 52,157 28,950 35.7 17,423 7,081 28.9
1993 200,315 165,720 45.3 55,454 30,971 35.8 17,571 7,652 30.3
1994 202,284 170,977 45.8 57,970 33,441 36.6 18,167 7,924 30.4
1995 202,217 175,931 46.5 58,518 35,791 38.0 18,119 8,286 31.4

1996 203,341 181,333 47.1 57,860 37,453 39.3 18,461 8,649 31.9
1997 201,471 187,011 48.1 55,223 38,262 40.9 18,084 8,934 33.1
1998 200,221 190,397 48.7 55,335 38,583 41.1 17,810 9,349 34.4
1999 NA NA NA NA NA NA 16,735 9,083 35.2
2000 197,650 200,952 50.4 54,560 41,670 43.3 16,518 9,394 36.3

2001 197,771 202,664 50.6 55,884 43,644 43.9 16,189 9,298 36.5
2002 204,675 211,308 50.8 55,939 43,711 43.9 15,392 9,174 37.3
2003 219,815 222,940 50.4 61,183 47,172 43.5 15,761 9,522 37.7
2004 227,861 230,797 50.3 67,215 52,081 43.7 16,417 9,857 37.5
2005 233,924 236,290 50.3 67,244 53,626 44.4 17,405 10,539 37.7

2006 238,029 240,829 50.3 66,249 54,750 45.2 18,375 11,479 38.5
2007 241,697 244,075 50.2 65,353 54,925 45.7 19,542 12,282 38.6
2008 246,719 249,449 50.3 68,810 57,594 45.6 19,857 12,973 39.5
2009 250,742 254,693 50.4 73,489 61,028 45.4 19,840 13,595 40.7
2010 261,091 264,283 50.3 76,266 63,660 45.5 19,570 13,540 40.9

2011 275,258 279,107 50.3 82,451 68,202 45.3 20,380 14,077 40.9
2012 291,791 297,539 50.5 87,810 73,561 45.6 21,233 14,534 40.6

SOURCES: Tabulated by the National Science Foundation, National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics (NSF/NCSES); data from the Department 
of Education, National Center for Education Statistics: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System Completions Survey and NSF/NCSES: Survey of 
Earned Doctorates.

Academic 
year ending

TABLE 3. Science and engineering degrees awarded, by degree level and sex of recipient: 1966–2012

NA = not available; detailed national data were not released by the National Center for Education Statistics for the academic year ending in 1999.

Bachelor's Master's Doctorate

NOTES: After 1988, a number of doctoral degree holders did not report sex. Percentages of women are calculated based on the total of men plus women, 
not on the total number of degrees as reported in table 1. Data on first professional degrees are provided in tables 57–59.


