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USPTO patents granted in measurement, by region, country, or economy: 2000–16

(Number)

Region, country, or economy 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

World 6,838 7,283 7,934 8,580 8,352 7,497 8,958 8,701 8,838 8,851 10,248 9,823 10,694 11,496 12,146 12,393 13,124

North America 4,035 4,193 4,439 4,852 4,704 4,215 5,060 4,740 4,729 4,639 5,125 4,983 5,240 5,541 5,739 5,831 6,168

Canada 124 138 139 162 172 135 150 161 158 164 186 188 205 239 245 230 269

Mexico 0 2 3 8 8 8 9 6 3 3 3 2 2 3 4 6 7

Puerto Rico 0 1 0 2 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 2 1 1 0 2

United States 3,910 4,053 4,297 4,680 4,522 4,071 4,901 4,573 4,566 4,472 4,936 4,792 5,031 5,299 5,490 5,593 5,889

All others 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Central and South America 4 7 3 7 5 4 10 11 10 8 14 11 15 16 18 18 15

Argentina 1 1 0 3 2 0 1 2 2 2 5 5 3 2 6 2 3

Brazil 2 3 2 3 1 2 4 6 7 3 7 4 8 8 9 10 8

All others 1 3 2 1 3 1 6 2 1 3 2 2 4 6 3 6 3

Europe 1,287 1,419 1,590 1,700 1,607 1,445 1,678 1,670 1,699 1,660 2,114 2,038 2,317 2,650 2,919 2,902 3,129

EU 1,161 1,284 1,423 1,517 1,435 1,287 1,496 1,479 1,467 1,433 1,826 1,798 2,025 2,329 2,575 2,508 2,687

Austria 16 17 28 25 30 23 35 31 29 31 46 50 46 67 71 84 112

Belgium 11 16 18 15 14 16 17 24 20 13 18 28 31 32 52 41 41

Denmark 12 11 12 16 20 20 26 21 13 16 24 30 24 26 38 36 37

APPENDIX TABLE 8-18 
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Region, country, or economy 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Finland 39 26 43 50 47 34 43 43 48 50 65 43 55 53 67 61 76

France 175 177 165 191 155 160 184 197 213 185 251 263 307 383 409 416 427

Germany 539 621 707 788 728 654 732 729 717 669 836 799 895 993 1,079 1,040 1,089

Hungary 1 3 1 2 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 3 5 4 4

Ireland 8 2 6 13 10 3 10 13 8 13 17 11 10 17 21 15 26

Italy 44 62 58 62 63 46 55 62 59 53 74 85 83 119 119 125 119

Netherlands 52 51 66 66 57 46 56 57 73 72 77 92 107 117 149 143 150

Spain 6 4 9 3 3 9 10 7 15 17 13 23 25 24 29 27 30

Sweden 68 76 77 66 54 56 74 65 59 56 74 75 86 94 118 96 116

United Kingdom 182 213 219 208 240 209 234 215 197 235 304 274 327 360 386 379 417

All others 8 6 15 12 11 9 19 14 15 22 25 22 28 38 32 41 42

Other Europe 127 135 167 182 172 157 182 191 231 227 288 241 292 321 344 394 442

Former Soviet Union 1 1 2 3 2 2 4 5 5 3 2 4 6 5 3 2 9

Norway 15 15 20 31 28 31 32 33 54 42 60 60 57 66 70 83 68

Russia 10 21 20 22 13 9 17 19 14 19 23 16 23 30 38 27 35

Switzerland 95 95 120 123 129 114 125 132 152 161 200 158 199 214 223 273 322

All others 4 2 4 4 0 1 5 3 6 3 4 3 7 6 9 9 8

Asia 1,415 1,555 1,787 1,908 1,908 1,721 2,072 2,130 2,246 2,381 2,803 2,610 2,909 3,050 3,225 3,363 3,530

China 9 10 17 16 30 30 41 59 93 131 175 154 205 216 265 297 344
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Region, country, or economy 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

India 2 1 8 12 16 15 13 34 35 25 30 33 51 78 94 101 94

Japan 1,190 1,300 1,498 1,611 1,569 1,342 1,665 1,637 1,687 1,757 2,027 1,832 1,964 2,069 2,138 2,103 2,140

Malaysia 4 2 3 6 6 7 21 25 24 19 18 12 12 11 9 16 14

Singapore 15 19 22 24 19 20 13 19 23 17 22 20 27 23 29 31 44

South Korea 79 87 95 90 111 133 147 175 190 206 247 257 315 319 335 466 511

Taiwan 115 133 136 144 153 172 171 178 192 223 280 301 330 331 347 341 374

All others 0 3 8 4 3 2 1 2 3 2 5 1 5 4 7 6 9

Middle East 60 70 80 68 70 67 85 83 99 97 119 105 137 138 150 194 194

Israel 60 69 76 64 69 59 80 76 93 90 110 90 115 113 110 148 142

All others 1 1 4 3 1 8 5 7 6 7 10 15 23 25 39 47 52

Africa 5 3 2 1 4 2 5 8 3 3 1 3 4 11 10 8 10

South Africa 5 3 2 1 3 0 5 5 2 2 1 1 1 4 5 3 7

All others 0 1 0 0 1 2 0 3 1 1 0 2 3 7 5 5 3

Australia and Oceania 31 35 32 44 53 43 48 61 52 63 71 73 71 90 84 77 79

Australia 23 28 26 37 46 35 44 54 43 53 63 62 55 69 67 59 62

New Zealand 8 8 7 6 7 8 4 7 9 11 8 11 15 21 18 18 17

All others 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Unclassified 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0
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EU = European Union; USPTO = U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

Note(s)

Patents are allocated according to patent inventorship information. Patents are fractionally allocated among regions, countries, or economies based on the proportion of residences of all named inventors. The EU includes 28 member countries. China includes Hong Kong. Patents are classified 

under the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) classification of patents, which classifies International Patent Classification (IPC) codes under 35 technical fields. IPC reformed codes take into account changes that were made to the WIPO classification in 2006 under the eighth version 

of the classification and were used to prepare these data. However, because PatentsView only provides the original IPC codes as they appeared on patents and not the IPC reformed codes, current Cooperative Patent Classification codes on patents were converted back to the most recent IPC 

classification to prepare these statistics. Fractional counts of patents were assigned to each technological field on patents to assign the proper weight of a patent to the corresponding technological fields under the classification.

Source(s)

Science-Metrix; PatentsView and USPTO patent data, accessed April 2017.
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