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Number of Degrees Awarded by S&E Field at U.S. Colleges

General Science and
and Universities

S&E Workforce Development
Engineering Indicators

The number of degrees awarded in science and engineering by U.S. colleges and
universities continues to grow, although recent declines are evident in computer science

degrees at the bachelor’s and master’s degree levels.

Figure 8.1. Earned bachelor’s degrees by field: 1985-2005
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Figure 8.3. Earned doctorate degrees by field: 1985-2005
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Why is This Indicator Important?
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Figure 8.2. Earned master's degrees by field: 1985-2005 of rapid recovery.
Number of Master’s Degrees ® The number of master’s degrees awarded in the
;?E T Engineering social sciences, psychology and the biological
30K + ! sciences continues to grow.
30k T+ Social
2 Sdences|  w The number of master’s degrees awarded in the
26k + T S . .
24kt e computer sciences recently declined.
P ) ) )
2Lshy computer| ™ Sharp increases are evident in doctoral
18k + i . . . .
el Sclences degrees awarded in the biological sciences
13E T Psychology and engineering — two broad fields which
12k . .
10k + dominate S&E doctoral degree patterns in the
T e Sosacal United States.
ae L e Mathematics/Statistics
ket T . . -_--——_T'___ Physical Sciences ; .
T o0 T — — Related Discussion
Year ® The number of S&E research doctorates

conferred annually by US universities reached
a new peak of almost 30,000 in 2006, chiefly
driven by a growing number of doctorates

6500 1 ggé%%ggl awarded to non-U.S. citizens (SRS InfoBrief:
6000 T e, Engineering NSF 08-301).
5500 1 W e e T o
s000+ W e
4500 T )
4000+ 830a0es
3500 T
3000 T Psychology Physical Sciences
2500 T Field
20008 e | Social Sciences —— | Computer Sciences
1500 T Mathematics/Statistics == | Psychology — | Physical Sciences
1000+ o--mTTTIT IS TTEee e oo C— ------- Biological Sciences ---- | Mathematics/Statistics
—_——— omputer
500 + Sciences | | ------ Engineering
, , , , ,
1985 1990 1995 2000 2005

SOURCE: Appendix Tables 2-27, 2-29, and 2-31, Science and
Engineering Indicators 2008, National Science Foundation.





