TABLE 69. Postdoctoral appointees in science, engineering, and health fields in doctorate-granting institutions, by detailed field: 2002-08

Field 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 20070ld? 2007new? 2008
All surveyed fields 44,999 46,700 47,202 r 48,503 49,283 r 50,657 50,785 54,087
Science and engineering 31,903 33,639 34,028 r 34,407 34,831 r 35,843 36,172 38,135
Science 28,337 29,829 30,081 r 30,243 30,192 r 30,940 31,235 32,678
Agricultural sciences 963 1,054 958 1,006 927 948 985 1,146
Biological sciences 17,635 18,618 18,697 r 18,739 18,797 r 19,204 19,095 19,794
Anatomy 423 471 477 417 377 364 341 350
Biochemistry 2,746 2,628 2,526 r 2,553 2,416 2,365 2,305 2,306
Biology 2,042 2,073 1,945 2,006 2310 r 2,430 2,333 2,500
Biometry/epidemiology 231 244 238 259 300 337 349 330
Biophysics 233 195 218 191 224 187 186 165
Botany 572 560 571 590 636 612 610 625
Cell biology 2,297 2,348 2,333 2,445 2,407 2,387 2,429 2,376
Ecology 186 189 170 187 192 208 200 221
Entomology/parasitology 234 255 289 281 241 246 246 222
Genetics 926 1,037 941 1,031 851 934 940 989
Microbiology/immunology/virology 2,447 2,346 2150 r 2,257 2,150 2,339 2,257 2,200
Nutrition 233 249 280 306 259 324 298 243
Pathology 1,837 1,944 1,827 r 1,400 1,587 1,573 1,576 1,791
Pharmacology 1,360 1,498 1,530 1,514 1,436 1,345 1,349 1,411
Physiology 1,165 1,249 1,279 r 1,295 1,260 1,187 1,318 1,328
Zoology 83 77 100 134 103 103 101 68
Biological sciences, nec 620 1,255 1,823 1,873 2,048 2,263 2,257 2,669
Communication® ne ne ne ne ne ne 30 32
Computer sciences 354 353 384 406 465 r 513 453 490
Earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences 1,128 1,182 1,263 1,364 1,495 r 1,321 1,249 1,335
Atmospheric sciences 94 109 128 123 128 17 119 116
Geosciences 443 463 507 521 542 r 510 514 539
Oceanography 270 250 300 347 346 337 337 327
Earth/atmospheric/ocean sciences, nec 321 360 328 373 479 357 279 353
Family and consumer science/human science® ne ne ne ne ne ne 8 19
Mathematical sciences 393 449 468 496 579 r 621 624 723
Mathematics/applied mathematics 363 407 420 439 512 r 579 571 643
Statistics 30 42 48 57 67 42 53 80
Multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary studies® ne ne ne ne ne ne 244 348
Neuroscience® na na na na na na 285 343
Physical sciences 6,596 6,812 7,048 6,980 6,672 r 6,742 6,701 6,872
Astronomy 330 319 367 388 360 400 401 432
Chemistry 3,973 4,135 4,330 4,190 4,016 r 3,982 3,937 3,934
Physics 2,149 2,197 2,135 2,203 2,128 r 2,200 2,203 2,323
Physical sciences, nec 144 161 216 199 168 160 160 183
Psychology 814 959 898 881 866 r 1,097 1,079 1,070
Clinical psychology 68 72 67 64 62 72 72 65
Psychology, general 531 633 594 576 530 r 693 684 731
Psychology, nec 215 254 237 241 274 332 323 274
Social sciences 454 402 365 371 391 494 482 506
Agricultural economics 21 25 34 40 36 48 44 45
Anthropology (cultural/social) 66 57 54 r 65 61 80 80 88
Economics (except agricultural) 29 36 20 13 16 33 37 35
Geography 30 29 3 42 62 39 39 39
History and philosophy of science 13 14 6 9 8 13 9 9
Linguistics 22 29 29 24 25 26 20 21
Palitical science 61 51 44 42 60 44 44 55
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Field 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 20070ld? 2007new? 2008
Sociology 80 74 64 r 53 37 60 53 42
Sociology/anthropology 29 2 13 10 6 1 1 2
Social sciences, nec 103 85 70 73 80 150 155 170

Engineering 3,566 3,810 3,947 4,164 4,639 r 4,903 4,937 5,457
Aerospace engineering 140 141 141 153 165 178 178 154
Agricultural engineering 65 85 79 89 116 139 139 135
Architecture® na na na na na na 5 11
Biomedical engineering 284 388 425 477 591 640 640 710
Chemical engineering 758 686 689 702 735 r 758 790 880
Civil engineeringa 342 300 313 384 458 r 417 415 465
Electrical engineering 613 646 654 689 21 r 885 884 986
Engineering science 169 180 180 168 224 192 183 214
Industrial engineering 43 45 50 51 51 73 71 115
Mechanical engineering 441 543 514 562 643 r 723 720 782
Metallurgical/materials engineering 507 539 567 578 5711 r 555 564 605
Mining engineering 10 12 9 8 1 4 5 5
Nuclear engineering 26 49 67 41 85 77 73 85
Petroleum engineering 15 17 14 13 18 22 22 28
Engineering, nec 153 179 245 249 250 240 248 282

Health 13,096 13,061 13174 r 14,096 14,452 r 14,814 14,613 15,952

Clinical medicine 11,582 11,445 11477 r 12,323 12,583 12,804 12,471 13,837
Anesthesiology 270 268 274 301 335 334 334 395
Cardiology 446 422 364 403 420 394 432 515
Endocrinology 262 254 262 270 287 299 313 334
Gastroenterology 270 246 235 230 247 245 245 236
Hematology 314 262 278 235 243 293 293 344
Neurology® 1,307 1,311 1,445 1 1,481 1,565 1,614 1,304 1,363
Obstetrics/gynecology 354 395 358 347 334 182 182 228
Oncology/cancer research 731 813 876 r 977 1,156 1,432 1,508 1,571
Ophthalmology 382 352 384 r 372 340 375 371 466
Otorhinolaryngology 119 124 146 149 155 125 125 137
Pediatrics 1,024 950 905 980 937 901 901 985
Preventive medicine/community health 329 299 291 287 275 341 350 379
Psychiatry 834 867 811 855 812 855 791 888
Pulmonary disease 215 209 170 154 136 198 198 237
Radiology 614 578 609 r 630 837 885 841 845
Surgery 1,129 1,173 1,142 ¢ 1,189 1,135 1,243 1,209 1,249
Clinical medicine, nec 2,982 2,922 2,927 3,463 3,369 3,088 3,074 3,665

Other health 1,514 1,616 1,697 r 1,773 1,869 r 2,010 2,142 2,115
Dental sciences 176 173 143 r 169 192 206 272 270
Nursing 50 68 78r 55 58 62 62 88
Pharmaceutical sciences 579 630 723 742 718 r 756 798 804
Speech pathology/audiology 56 50 37 40 52 84 84 59
Veterinary sciences 346 387 383 432 452 420 498 486
Other health, nec 307 308 333 335 397 482 428 408

na = not applicable; data were not collected at this level of detail. ne = not eligible; data were not collected for this field prior to 2007. r = data significantly revised; replace originally
published data.

nec = not elsewhere classified.

2|n 2007, GSS-eligible fields were reclassified, newly eligible fields were added, and survey was redesigned to improve coverage and coding of GSS-eligible units. "2007new" presents
data as collected in 2007; "20070ld" reflects data as they would have been collected under 2006 methodology. Science fields "communication" and "family and consumer
science/human science" are newly eligible. Data for these two fields are only in 2007new. Science field "multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary studies" is also newly eligible; these data may
have been reported under other fields before 2007. "Neuroscience" is reported as a separate field of science in 2007new; these data were reported under health field "neurology" in
20070ld and previous years. "Architecture" is reported as a separate field of engineering in 2007new; these data were reported under "civil engineering" in 20070ld and previous years.
See appendix A, "Technical Notes," for more detail.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, NSF-NIH Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering.



