
TABLE 6.  Nonfederally financed R&D expenditures at universities and colleges, by science and engineering field: FY 2002–09

(Dollars in thousands)

Field 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

All nonfederal R&D expenditures 14,531,993 15,329,818 15,613,906 16,590,076 17,622,590 19,050,289 20,652,686 22,347,928

    Science 12,240,231 12,947,096 13,207,352 13,976,830 14,836,483 15,993,454 17,420,726 18,733,065

        Computer sciences 355,160 367,994 379,027 383,481 420,801 403,842 435,174 485,416

        Environmental sciences 725,895 748,400 757,135 824,385 833,638 873,933 975,287 1,041,676

            Atmospheric sciences 90,940 98,344 93,727 98,158 100,977 91,460 85,249 91,475

            Earth sciences 270,232 284,139 291,145 303,755 305,253 310,671 350,097 378,766

            Oceanography 232,381 232,576 231,868 266,552 278,514 319,537 367,330 373,526

            Environmental sciences, nec 132,342 133,341 140,395 155,920 148,894 152,265 172,611 197,909

        Life sciences 8,582,501 9,104,739 9,281,611 9,911,667 10,523,774 11,474,222 12,546,802 13,464,952

            Agricultural sciences 1,760,718 1,790,886 1,828,450 1,812,357 1,913,578 2,012,314 2,131,284 2,191,504

            Biological sciences 2,178,674 2,365,392 2,408,587 2,645,111 2,802,179 3,018,059 3,411,998 3,530,605

            Medical sciences 4,281,157 4,536,764 4,647,820 4,981,130 5,367,665 5,990,757 6,509,098 7,181,432

            Life sciences, nec 361,952 411,697 396,754 473,069 440,352 453,092 494,422 561,411

        Mathematical sciences 119,708 133,257 130,613 148,266 157,875 164,356 173,026 183,958

        Physical sciences 885,150 920,003 977,761 1,030,851 1,113,939 1,173,871 1,196,803 1,330,679

            Astronomy 124,715 120,540 131,120 143,457 152,532 161,626 186,124 190,545

            Chemistry 392,111 406,384 396,990 419,592 446,131 484,658 498,220 552,156

            Physics 311,505 329,920 352,777 369,886 395,689 395,984 395,770 513,041

            Physical sciences, nec 56,819 63,159 96,874 97,916 119,587 131,603 116,689 74,937

        Psychology 196,904 216,127 195,708 214,994 246,195 268,944 291,718 320,476

        Social sciences 978,510 1,006,165 978,847 987,158 993,212 1,039,496 1,132,222 1,222,888

            Economics 184,288 207,023 208,166 215,729 219,479 224,946 270,851 257,979

            Political sciences 203,202 207,183 195,539 210,724 209,574 213,119 214,014 231,981

            Sociology 196,971 188,447 173,368 176,784 183,222 190,797 201,039 206,540

            Social sciences, nec 394,049 403,512 401,774 383,921 380,937 410,634 446,318 526,388

        Sciences, nec 396,403 450,411 506,650 476,028 547,049 594,790 669,694 683,020

    Engineering 2,291,762 2,382,722 2,406,554 2,613,246 2,786,107 3,056,835 3,231,960 3,614,863

        Aeronautical/astronautical engineering 95,702 96,282 102,508 110,040 97,508 131,133 137,874 182,409

        Bioengineering/biomedical engineering 114,521 123,010 134,279 164,630 181,882 218,284 239,909 264,748

        Chemical engineering 200,628 205,261 224,720 210,636 240,005 276,537 314,714 335,611

        Civil engineering 416,680 449,120 441,114 450,264 523,534 504,704 537,266 577,332

        Electrical engineering 486,474 475,408 466,710 534,634 538,789 569,254 595,001 645,966

        Mechanical engineering 271,887 288,211 287,318 308,849 362,562 430,804 422,426 442,861

        Metallurgical/materials engineering 205,072 234,470 213,305 242,778 257,097 255,276 270,522 299,671

        Engineering, nec 500,798 510,960 536,600 591,415 584,730 670,843 714,248 866,265

nec = not elsewhere classified.

SOURCE:  National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Research and Development Expenditures at Universities and 

Colleges, FY 2009.


