
TABLE 8.  Federally financed R&D expenditures at public universities and colleges, by science and engineering field: FY 2002–09

(Dollars in thousands)

Field 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

All federal R&D expenditures 13,410,387 15,312,372 16,957,551 17,914,358 18,549,644 18,774,525 19,355,028 20,206,013

    Science 11,356,662 13,035,415 14,499,096 15,330,777 15,826,708 15,970,886 16,391,682 17,046,761

        Computer sciences 397,014 547,509 602,942 583,246 555,101 589,434 620,853 687,249

        Environmental sciences 990,808 1,117,709 1,212,020 1,332,773 1,363,088 1,396,516 1,411,632 1,462,588

            Atmospheric sciences 202,674 240,971 245,532 306,952 331,492 285,028 270,749 255,852

            Earth sciences 275,712 338,366 418,061 487,287 465,494 503,631 509,262 554,486

            Oceanography 390,100 436,318 436,804 427,056 453,249 496,846 505,995 525,131

            Environmental sciences, nec 122,322 102,054 111,623 111,478 112,853 111,011 125,626 127,119

        Life sciences 7,539,271 8,671,267 9,782,577 10,384,305 10,763,482 10,768,892 10,967,031 11,369,506

            Agricultural sciences 665,711 736,290 836,038 811,054 845,736 865,765 843,075 844,112

            Biological sciences 2,553,857 2,957,991 3,239,991 3,493,138 3,551,604 3,503,722 3,525,701 3,687,351

            Medical sciences 4,002,511 4,599,279 5,293,851 5,625,627 5,891,838 5,927,517 6,113,856 6,316,716

            Life sciences, nec 317,192 377,707 412,697 454,486 474,304 471,888 484,399 521,327

        Mathematical sciences 158,689 177,211 186,476 204,592 224,889 238,061 246,043 243,638

        Physical sciences 1,303,580 1,431,100 1,561,451 1,647,823 1,683,069 1,697,075 1,755,599 1,865,495

            Astronomy 155,902 155,418 158,601 179,652 190,763 200,122 248,489 279,879

            Chemistry 509,875 567,777 637,648 667,180 665,621 676,256 688,307 710,302

            Physics 590,942 652,763 706,414 747,167 746,188 737,634 736,001 785,468

            Physical sciences, nec 46,861 55,142 58,788 53,824 80,497 83,063 82,802 89,846

        Psychology 338,824 394,190 413,760 434,647 450,062 424,171 448,180 459,121

        Social sciences 475,696 527,959 545,298 540,281 552,584 595,890 652,176 687,552

            Economics 81,595 85,944 86,127 88,161 96,656 99,146 102,889 97,844

            Political sciences 38,939 59,095 65,556 64,250 64,062 91,971 86,416 97,375

            Sociology 138,311 137,862 136,076 143,319 165,712 156,584 151,872 156,503

            Social sciences, nec 216,851 245,058 257,539 244,551 226,154 248,189 310,999 335,830

        Sciences, nec 152,780 168,470 194,572 203,110 234,433 260,847 290,168 271,612

    Engineering 2,053,725 2,276,957 2,458,455 2,583,581 2,722,936 2,803,639 2,963,346 3,159,252

        Aeronautical/astronautical engineering 159,111 206,959 224,871 193,533 179,315 222,551 262,841 282,016

        Bioengineering/biomedical engineering 96,984 93,090 118,821 120,157 147,316 151,740 177,581 198,410

        Chemical engineering 152,033 167,626 182,599 213,111 222,853 231,083 244,995 260,523

        Civil engineering 228,556 249,754 267,027 266,574 267,145 282,303 311,296 323,157

        Electrical engineering 525,077 595,904 632,605 687,841 705,331 686,094 711,340 759,905

        Mechanical engineering 306,792 318,507 354,558 367,073 393,442 406,492 433,224 466,959

        Metallurgical/materials engineering 179,770 212,375 238,114 244,958 260,183 255,575 255,301 266,603

        Engineering, nec 405,402 432,742 439,860 490,334 547,351 567,801 566,768 601,679

nec = not elsewhere classified.

SOURCE:  National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Research and Development Expenditures at Universities and 

Colleges, FY 2009.


