
TABLE 29.  Earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences degrees awarded, by degree level and sex of recipient: 1966–2008
Academic 

year ending Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women

1966 1,712 1,551 161 759 714 45 404 392 12
1967 1,936 1,739 197 971 916 55 418 412 6
1968 2,339 2,105 234 1,008 937 71 443 432 11
1969 2,924 2,633 291 1,124 1,035 89 507 487 20
1970 3,351 3,008 343 1,124 999 125 509 493 16

1971 3,562 3,179 383 1,227 1,111 116 552 538 14
1972 4,055 3,560 495 1,408 1,256 152 582 561 21
1973 4,374 3,842 532 1,470 1,294 176 579 557 22
1974 4,823 4,055 768 1,679 1,482 197 576 547 29
1975 4,877 4,050 827 1,503 1,309 194 557 535 22

1976 5,046 4,124 922 1,581 1,361 220 584 531 53
1977 5,653 4,479 1,174 1,659 1,433 226 640 588 52
1978 6,003 4,709 1,294 1,832 1,542 290 578 524 54
1979 6,082 4,695 1,387 1,777 1,467 310 593 542 51
1980 6,155 4,693 1,462 1,793 1,457 336 588 530 58

1981 6,694 5,028 1,666 1,876 1,470 406 529 484 45
1982 7,061 5,254 1,807 2,012 1,560 452 604 512 92
1983 7,298 5,450 1,848 1,959 1,515 444 587 501 86
1984 7,925 5,991 1,934 1,982 1,517 465 569 472 97
1985 7,576 5,715 1,861 2,160 1,639 521 575 470 105

1986 6,076 4,722 1,354 2,234 1,717 517 554 462 92
1987 4,689 3,629 1,060 2,051 1,531 520 599 491 108
1988 3,554 2,707 847 1,920 1,433 487 670 541 129
1989 3,181 2,380 801 1,819 1,337 482 671 542 129
1990 2,776 2,001 775 1,596 1,218 378 719 581 138

1991 2,728 1,946 782 1,499 1,116 383 801 626 172
1992 3 201 2 177 1 024 1 425 1 057 368 767 585 176

Bachelor's Master's Doctorate

1992 3,201 2,177 1,024 1,425 1,057 368 767 585 176
1993 3,503 2,453 1,050 1,397 1,006 391 721 566 146
1994 3,868 2,665 1,203 1,418 994 424 791 622 162
1995 4,478 2,954 1,524 1,483 1,032 451 726 577 147

1996 4,457 2,972 1,485 1,487 1,051 436 724 565 152
1997 4,466 2,924 1,542 1,435 948 487 803 608 190
1998 4,321 2,722 1,599 1,426 932 494 766 564 198
1999 NA NA NA NA NA NA 723 535 185
2000 4,019 2,413 1,606 1,345 832 513 694 495 196

2001 3,968 2,346 1,622 1,363 799 564 660 461 198
2002 3,984 2,282 1,702 1,406 834 572 689 477 212
2003 3,950 2,299 1,651 1,491 879 612 683 470 213
2004 3,903 2,256 1,647 1,570 869 701 686 448 238
2005 3,959 2,299 1,660 1,637 927 710 714 470 244

2006 3,987 2,341 1,646 1,684 923 761 757 490 266
2007 4,077 2,399 1,678 1,632 891 741 878 541 336
2008 4,314 2,559 1,755 1,552 847 705 862 547 314

NA = not available; detailed national data were not released by the National Center for Education Statistics for the academic year ending in 1999.

NOTES:  See appendix B for specific fields that are included in this field of study. Detail may not sum to total because of missing information on sex for some 
recipients.

SOURCES:  Tabulated by National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics (NSF/SRS); data from Department of 
Education/National Center for Education Statistics: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System Completions Survey and NSF/SRS: 
Survey of Earned Doctorates.


