TABLE 6. Employed U.S. scientists and engineers reporting one or more disabilities, by level and field of highest degree and occupational category: 2006

Level and field of highest degree and

Type of disability

occupational category Total with disability Hearing Seeing Walking Lifting
All levels, fields, and occupations® 1,235,000 479,000 590,000 201,000 265,000
S&E occupations 306,000 129,000 151,000 45,000 48,000
S&E-related occupations 305,000 110,000 145,000 50,000 70,000
Non-S&E occupations 625,000 240,000 294,000 107,000 147,000
Biological/agricultural/environmental life sciences degree fields 115,000 53,000 50,000 16,000 20,000
S&E occupations 25,000 11,000 11,000 4,000 3,000
S&E-related occupations 26,000 8,000 14,000 3,000 7,000
Non-S&E occupations 64,000 34,000 25,000 9,000 11,000
Computer/mathematical science degree fields 99,000 31,000 51,000 14,000 24,000
S&E occupations 57,000 19,000 31,000 9,000 9,000
S&E-related occupations 13,000 3,000 9,000 S S
Non-S&E occupations 30,000 8,000 12,000 5,000 13,000
Physicallrelated science degree fields 41,000 22,000 17,000 5,000 5,000
S&E occupations 21,000 12,000 8,000 3,000 2,000
S&E-related occupations 5,000 3,000 2,000 * *
Non-S&E occupations 15,000 7,000 7,000 2,000 3,000
Sociallrelated science degree fields 282,000 105,000 141,000 50,000 71,000
S&E occupations 32,000 11,000 14,000 7,000 8,000
S&E-related occupations 23,000 8,000 8,000 6,000 9,000
Non-S&E occupations 227,000 86,000 118,000 38,000 54,000
Engineering degree fields 148,000 63,000 75,000 20,000 25,000
S&E occupations 91,000 40,000 48,000 11,000 11,000
S&E-related occupations 12,000 5,000 7,000 2,000 3,000
Non-S&E occupations 45,000 18,000 20,000 7,000 10,000
S&E-related fields 260,000 91,000 123,000 44,000 55,000
S&E occupations 19,000 8,000 8,000 3,000 5,000
S&E-related occupations 159,000 60,000 76,000 27,000 33,000
Non-S&E occupations 81,000 24,000 40,000 15,000 17,000
Non-S&E degree fields 290,000 115,000 133,000 51,000 65,000
S&E occupations 60,000 29,000 30,000 8,000 9,000
S&E-related occupations 66,000 23,000 29,000 11,000 17,000
Non-S&E occupations 164,000 62,000 73,000 33,000 39,000
Bachelor's degrees 745,000 283,000 371,000 111,000 155,000
S&E occupations 186,000 80,000 95,000 24,000 24,000
S&E-related occupations 179,000 54,000 94,000 30,000 46,000
Non-S&E occupations 379,000 149,000 183,000 57,000 85,000
Biological/agricultural/environmental life sciences degree fields 84,000 40,000 36,000 11,000 16,000
S&E occupations 11,000 4,000 5,000 1,000 1,000
S&E-related occupations 19,000 6,000 11,000 S 6,000
Non-S&E occupations 54,000 29,000 20,000 8,000 9,000
Computer/mathematical science degree fields 74,000 22,000 36,000 11,000 18,000
S&E occupations 41,000 14,000 21,000 6,000 6,000
S&E-related occupations 10,000 2,000 8,000 S S
Non-S&E occupations 23,000 6,000 8,000 5,000 11,000
Physicallrelated science degree fields 23,000 13,000 10,000 3,000 3,000
S&E occupations 10,000 6,000 4,000 1,000 1,000
S&E-related occupations 2,000 2,000 S S S
Non-S&E occupations 11,000 6,000 6,000 S S
Sociallrelated science degree fields 211,000 81,000 104,000 33,000 52,000
S&E occupations 10,000 4,000 4,000 2,000 2,000
S&E-related occupations 19,000 7,000 6,000 5,000 7,000
Non-S&E occupations 183,000 71,000 95,000 26,000 42,000
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Level and field of highest degree and

Type of disability

occupational category Total with disability Hearing Seeing Walking Lifting
Engineering degree fields 109,000 47,000 55,000 15,000 17,000
S&E occupations 64,000 28,000 33,000 7,000 7,000
S&E-related occupations 10,000 4,000 6,000 2,000 3,000
Non-S&E occupations 35,000 15,000 16,000 5,000 7,000
S&E-related fields 153,000 46,000 81,000 26,000 36,000
S&E occupations 12,000 4,000 6,000 2,000 3,000
S&E-related occupations 87,000 24,000 47,000 16,000 23,000
Non-S&E occupations 55,000 17,000 28,000 8,000 11,000
Non-S&E degree fields 89,000 33,000 47,000 13,000 13,000
S&E occupations 39,000 18,000 21,000 4,000 5,000
S&E-related occupations 32,000 9,000 16,000 4,000 6,000
Non-S&E occupations 18,000 5,000 10,000 4,000 3,000
Master's degrees 332,000 128,000 152,000 64,000 78,000
S&E occupations 82,000 34,000 37,000 14,000 16,000
S&E-related occupations 73,000 31,000 33,000 13,000 17,000
Non-S&E occupations 177,000 63,000 82,000 38,000 45,000
Biological/agricultural/environmental life sciences degree fields 20,000 9,000 8,000 3,000 3,000
S&E occupations 7,000 3,000 2,000 2,000 S
S&E-related occupations 5,000 S 3,000 S S
Non-S&E occupations 7,000 4,000 3,000 S 1,000
Computer/mathematical science degree fields 21,000 7,000 13,000 2,000 4,000
S&E occupations 12,000 4,000 8,000 2,000 2,000
S&E-related occupations 2,000 1,000 1,000 S S
Non-S&E occupations 7,000 S 4,000 S 2,000
Physical/related science degree fields 10,000 5,000 3,000 1,000 1,000
S&E occupations 5,000 3,000 2,000 * *
S&E-related occupations 2,000 S S S S
Non-S&E occupations 3,000 S S S S
Sociallrelated science degree fields 55,000 17,000 29,000 14,000 15,000
S&E occupations 11,000 3,000 5,000 3,000 4,000
S&E-related occupations 4,000 S 2,000 S S
Non-S&E occupations 39,000 14,000 21,000 10,000 10,000
Engineering degree fields 32,000 13,000 16,000 4,000 7,000
S&E occupations 22,000 10,000 11,000 3,000 4,000
S&E-related occupations 1,000 S 1,000 S S
Non-S&E occupations 9,000 3,000 3,000 S 3,000
S&E-related fields 53,000 20,000 23,000 12,000 12,000
S&E occupations 6,000 3,000 1,000 S S
S&E-related occupations 26,000 12,000 12,000 5,000 4,000
Non-S&E occupations 21,000 4,000 10,000 7,000 6,000
Non-S&E degree fields 142,000 57,000 60,000 28,000 37,000
S&E occupations 19,000 9,000 7,000 3,000 4,000
S&E-related occupations 33,000 14,000 13,000 7,000 10,000
Non-S&E occupations 91,000 35,000 40,000 18,000 23,000
Doctorate degrees 59,000 25,000 28,000 10,000 12,000
S&E occupations 35,000 14,000 18,000 6,000 6,000
S&E-related occupations 5,000 2,000 2,000 1,000 1,000
Non-S&E occupations 19,000 8,000 8,000 4,000 5,000
Biological/agricultural/environmental life sciences degree fields 11,000 4,000 6,000 2,000 2,000
S&E occupations 7,000 3,000 4,000 1,000 1,000
S&E-related occupations 2,000 1,000 1,000 * *
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Non-S&E occupations 2,000 1,000 1,000 * *
Computer/mathematical science degree fields 4,000 2,000 2,000 1,000 1,000
S&E occupations 3,000 1,000 2,000 1,000 1,000
S&E-related occupations S S S S S
Non-S&E occupations * * S S S
Physicallrelated science degree fields 8,000 3,000 4,000 1,000 1,000
S&E occupations 6,000 3,000 3,000 1,000 1,000
S&E-related occupations 1,000 * * * S
Non-S&E occupations 1,000 * 1,000 * *
Sociallrelated science degree fields 14,000 5,000 6,000 3,000 3,000
S&E occupations 10,000 3,000 4,000 2,000 2,000
S&E-related occupations * * * S *
Non-S&E occupations 4,000 1,000 2,000 1,000 1,000
Engineering degree fields 7,000 3,000 4,000 1,000 1,000
S&E occupations 6,000 2,000 3,000 1,000 1,000
S&E-related occupations * S * S S
Non-S&E occupations 1,000 * * * *
S&E-related fields 2,000 1,000 1,000 * 1,000
S&E occupations 1,000 1,000 * S S
S&E-related occupations 1,000 * * * *
Non-S&E occupations * S * * *
Non-S&E degree fields 13,000 7,000 6,000 2,000 3,000
S&E occupations 2,000 S 2,000 S S
S&E-related occupations S S S S S
Non-S&E occupations 10,000 5,000 4,000 2,000 3,000

* = estimate < 500; S = suppressed for reliability or confidentiality.

S&E = science and engineering.

® Total includes professional degrees not broken out separately.

NOTES: Scientists and engineers include any person who has ever received a bachelor's or higher degree in a science or engineering (S&E) or S&E-related field through
2005, plus any person holding a non-S&E bachelor's or higher degree who was employed in a S&E or S&E-related occupation in 2003. See
http://sestat.nsf.gov/docs/ed03maj.html for a detailed description of the educational field classification and http://sestat.nsf.gov/docs/occ03maj.html for a detailed description
of the occupational classification. Numbers are rounded to the nearest thousand. The SESTAT surveys ask the degree of difficulty—none, slight, moderate, severe, unable to
do—an individual has in seeing (with glasses/contact lenses), hearing (with hearing aid), walking without assistance, or lifting 10 pounds. Those respondents who answered
"moderate," "severe," or "unable to do" for any activity were classified as having a disability. Detail may not add to total because of rounding and because a person may
report more than one disability.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data System (SESTAT): 2006.
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