
Field 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007olda 2007newa 2008 2009

All surveyed fields 183,379 189,743 194,775 202,199 206,848 211,167 217,162 215,551

    Science and engineering 140,543 143,708 146,078 150,151 156,096 161,545 167,106 172,490

        Science 120,467 123,889 126,606 129,469 133,929 138,944 143,480 147,071
            Agricultural sciences 4,643 4,736 4,699 4,650 4,739 4,853 5,003 5,394

            Biological sciences 29,666 30,898 32,099 32,715 33,629 33,789 34,024 34,518
                Anatomy 421 408 411 450 467 409 366 415
                Biochemistry 2,479 2,503 2,662 2,613 2,714 2,689 2,481 2,409
                Biology 6,073 6,359 6,515 6,742 6,795 6,666 6,894 7,102
                Biometry/epidemiology 2,044 2,028 2,188 2,203 2,305 2,379 2,584 2,448
                Biophysics 321 409 388 387 411 409 368 358
                Botany 913 887 884 870 899 868 858 888
                Cell biology 2,711 2,827 3,036 3,323 3,425 3,502 3,635 3,667
                Ecology 818 849 889 901 985 903 898 780
                Entomology/parasitology 464 482 444 449 436 436 428 427
                Genetics 1,157 1,233 1,259 1,258 1,237 1,229 1,240 1,314
                Microbiology/immunology/virology 2,768 2,886 2,881 2,873 2,880 2,828 2,749 2,726
                Nutrition 2,627 2,633 2,672 2,658 2,782 2,614 2,799 2,878
                Pathology 775 804 829 851 861 847 851 809
                Pharmacology 1,573 1,612 1,594 1,554 1,557 1,546 1,535 1,611
                Physiology 1,061 1,135 1,159 1,164 1,154 1,315 1,365 1,310
                Zoology 545 554 557 515 508 525 369 369
                Biological sciences, nec 2,916 3,289 3,731 3,904 4,213 4,624 4,604 5,007

            Communicationa ne ne ne ne ne 2,849 3,275 3,848

            Computer sciences 7,850 7,200 6,628 6,807 7,359 7,239 7,592 7,966

            Earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences 5,183 5,356 5,264 5,394 5,423 5,173 5,193 5,362
                Atmospheric sciences 337 321 345 324 344 364 389 373
                Geosciences 2,291 2,399 2,363 2,404 2,409 2,393 2,349 2,495
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                Oceanography 1,163 1,215 1,144 1,187 1,180 1,162 1,146 1,185
                Earth/atmospheric/ocean sciences, nec 1,392 1,421 1,412 1,479 1,490 1,254 1,309 1,309

            Family and consumer sciences/
                human sciencesa ne ne ne ne ne 1,323 1,611 1,814

            Mathematical sciences 5,139 5,188 5,180 5,327 5,418 5,334 5,509 5,694
                Mathematics/applied mathematics 3,665 3,759 3,712 3,849 3,889 3,802 3,849 3,985
                Statistics 1,474 1,429 1,468 1,478 1,529 1,532 1,660 1,709

            Multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary studiesa ne ne ne ne ne 1,320 1,775 2,271

            Neurosciencea na na na na na 837 1,041 1,216

            Physical sciences 9,427 9,885 10,340 10,513 10,782 10,669 10,876 11,211
                Astronomy 331 345 373 393 400 400 397 404
                Chemistry 6,842 7,183 7,424 7,553 7,735 7,692 7,858 8,117
                Physics 2,144 2,242 2,408 2,422 2,508 2,501 2,513 2,567
                Physical sciences, nec 110 115 135 145 139 76 108 123

            Psychology 26,360 27,883 29,053 29,171 30,778 30,435 31,594 30,196
                Clinical psychology 7,363 7,881 8,082 7,874 8,304 8,299 8,013 7,879
                Psychology, general 7,974 8,014 8,460 8,610 9,173 8,961 9,282 8,062
                Psychology, nec 11,023 11,988 12,511 12,687 13,301 13,175 14,299 14,255

            Social sciences 32,199 32,743 33,343 34,892 35,801 35,123 35,987 37,581
                Agricultural economics 812 738 763 782 796 754 806 844
                Anthropology (cultural/social) 3,711 3,717 3,743 4,000 4,015 4,021 4,112 4,114
                Economics (except agricultural) 3,623 3,640 3,465 3,530 3,722 3,820 3,884 4,172
                Geography 1,371 1,322 1,374 1,367 1,364 1,364 1,433 1,493
                History and philosophy of science 190 224 267 267 319 286 343 258
                Linguistics 1,559 1,524 1,599 1,575 1,532 1,432 1,431 1,413
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                Political science 10,431 11,028 11,530 11,969 11,967 11,792 12,152 13,428
                Sociology 4,292 4,158 4,184 4,226 4,318 4,264 4,492 4,346
                Sociology/anthropology 360 403 402 377 376 291 254 189
                Social sciences, nec 5,850 5,989 6,016 6,799 7,392 7,099 7,080 7,324

        Engineering 20,076 19,819 19,472 20,682 22,167 22,601 23,626 25,419
            Aerospace engineering 453 454 462 525 502 502 535 542
            Agricultural engineering 279 265 272 302 314 314 347 367
            Architecturea na na na na na 1,756 2,302 2,679
            Biomedical engineering 1,758 1,912 2,025 2,210 2,279 2,290 2,374 2,591
            Chemical engineering 1,810 1,817 1,776 1,852 1,930 1,959 2,091 2,318
            Civil engineeringa 4,118 4,161 4,122 4,169 4,860 3,438 3,537 4,004
            Electrical engineering 5,568 5,087 4,759 5,223 5,476 5,497 5,425 5,364
            Engineering science 364 378 352 383 338 337 351 339
            Industrial engineering 1,631 1,595 1,605 1,742 1,841 1,931 2,011 2,110
            Mechanical engineering 1,748 1,771 1,732 1,790 1,914 1,913 2,000 2,283
            Metallurgical/materials engineering 1,128 1,141 1,188 1,212 1,252 1,261 1,337 1,415
            Mining engineering 32 30 29 33 36 24 37 42
            Nuclear engineering 154 168 170 177 179 178 159 152
            Petroleum engineering 116 120 104 106 146 146 151 173
            Engineering, nec 917 920 876 958 1,100 1,055 969 1,040

    Health 42,836 46,035 48,697 52,048 50,752 49,622 50,056 43,061
        Clinical medicine 9,020 9,443 9,724 10,760 11,240 10,169 11,500 11,337
            Anesthesiology 585 711 742 794 522 522 336 247
            Cardiology 8 11 13 11 29 29 18 13
            Endocrinology 27 37 28 21 23 23 44 30
            Gastroenterology 10 7 2 9 14 14 7 8
            Hematology 15 12 2 4 7 7 4 5
            Neurologya 1,263 1,285 1,370 1,517 1,769 910 759 656
            Obstetrics/gynecology 10 9 9 30 49 49 54 57
            Oncology/cancer research 142 154 188 194 207 152 154 144
            Ophthalmology 258 264 254 269 276 272 0 0
            Otorhinolaryngology 2 1 2 5 4 4 6 1
            Pediatrics 289 270 180 199 218 218 126 117
            Preventive medicine/community health 5,208 5,367 5,408 6,075 6,522 6,727 8,438 8,852
            Psychiatry 53 152 84 95 128 71 70 84
            Pulmonary disease 5 6 13 4 8 8 6 8
            Radiology 78 66 83 80 64 65 60 81
            Surgery 17 18 21 31 21 11 8 14
            Clinical medicine, nec 1,050 1,073 1,325 1,422 1,379 1,087 1,410 1,020

        Other health 33,816 36,592 38,973 41,288 39,512 39,453 38,556 31,724
            Dental sciences 596 753 661 558 522 589 556 654
            Nursing 9,387 10,200 11,149 12,362 11,659 11,657 11,802 8,535
            Pharmaceutical sciences 1,848 1,943 2,310 2,451 1,976 2,026 1,490 1,571
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            Speech pathology/audiology 9,878 10,191 10,604 10,796 11,766 11,761 11,511 11,593
            Veterinary sciences 852 824 966 1,054 1,080 1,237 1,229 1,014
            Other health, nec 11,255 12,681 13,283 14,067 12,509 12,183 11,968 8,357
na = not applicable; data were not collected at this level of detail. ne = not eligible; data were not collected for this field prior to 2007. 

nec = not elsewhere classified.

a In 2007, GSS-eligible fields were reclassified, newly eligible fields were added, and survey was redesigned to improve coverage and coding of GSS-eligible 
units. "2007new" presents data as collected in 2007; "2007old" reflects data as they would have been collected under 2006 methodology. Science fields 
"communication" and "family and consumer sciences/human sciences" are newly eligible. Data for these two fields are only in 2007new. Science field 
"multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary studies" is also newly eligible; these data may have been reported under other fields before 2007. "Neuroscience" is reported as 
a separate field of science in 2007new; these data were reported under health field "neurology" in 2007old and previous years. "Architecture" is reported as a 
separate field of engineering in 2007new; these data were reported under "civil engineering" in 2007old and previous years. See appendix A, "Technical Notes," 
for more detail.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, NSF-NIH Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in 
Science and Engineering.


