
Primary mechanism and primary
source of support 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007olda 2007newa 2008 2009

All sources 58,392 62,044 64,878 69,213 67,884 65,823 66,053 57,617

    Federal 9,433 9,648 9,187 9,635 8,891 8,057 6,937 5,808
        DOD 296 329 348 365 340 329 316 238
        DOE 13 16 16 27 36 34 24 14
        HHS 6,989 7,178 6,829 6,868 6,379 5,591 4,495 3,973
            NIH 3,868 4,306 4,067 4,257 4,333 3,543 3,119 2,936
            Other HHS 3,121 2,872 2,762 2,611 2,046 2,048 1,376 1,037
        NASA 13 25 20 14 8 7 8 3
        NSF 148 169 208 283 222 198 206 169
        USDA 78 84 87 98 75 89 68 81
        Other 1,896 1,847 1,679 1,980 1,831 1,809 1,820 1,330
    Institutional 12,180 13,240 14,044 14,809 16,433 15,845 15,167 13,544
    Other nonfederal 2,751 2,636 2,743 3,184 2,941 2,841 2,345 2,502
        Domestic 2,421 2,381 2,539 2,998 2,690 2,595 2,083 2,210
        Foreign 330 255 204 186 251 246 262 292
    Self-support 34,028 36,520 38,904 41,585 39,619 39,080 41,604 35,763

    Fellowships 2,680 2,850 2,857 3,030 3,485 3,044 2,772 2,659
        Federal 629 716 713 785 1,022 798 697 630
            DOD 21 36 23 39 49 43 50 20
            DOE 1 1 3 7 7 5 3 0
            HHS 446 516 464 507 636 456 394 403
                NIH 366 412 363 439 591 413 333 352
                Other HHS 80 104 101 68 45 43 61 51
            NASA 4 4 2 1 2 2 2 1
            NSF 54 76 81 92 103 76 73 45
            USDA 4 5 0 0 3 2 0 0
            Other 99 78 140 139 222 214 175 161
        Institutional 1,534 1,659 1,712 1,780 2,027 1,847 1,683 1,626
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        Other nonfederal 517 475 432 465 436 399 392 403
            Domestic 398 405 393 415 357 326 312 306
            Foreign 119 70 39 50 79 73 80 97
        Self-support na na na na na na na na

    Research assistantships 6,962 7,279 7,565 7,563 7,582 7,043 6,775 6,762
        Federal 2,933 3,209 3,141 3,180 3,188 2,789 2,422 2,368
            DOD 70 95 87 59 58 54 64 59
            DOE 12 15 12 15 19 19 20 14
            HHS 2,323 2,624 2,572 2,552 2,595 2,191 1,873 1,819
                NIH 2,010 2,320 2,276 2,298 2,314 1,909 1,699 1,637
                Other HHS 313 304 296 254 281 282 174 182
            NASA 4 16 11 6 4 3 4 0
            NSF 61 50 85 111 99 101 119 103
            USDA 72 74 77 91 64 78 65 76
            Other 391 335 297 346 349 343 277 297
        Institutional 3,312 3,395 3,647 3,540 3,572 3,489 3,606 3,658
        Other nonfederal 717 675 777 843 822 765 747 736
            Domestic 684 642 737 811 775 716 696 700
            Foreign 33 33 40 32 47 49 51 36
        Self-support na na na na na na na na

    Teaching assistantships 3,629 3,844 4,008 4,349 4,704 4,438 4,110 3,543
        Federal 193 217 125 216 188 180 41 46
            DOD na na na na na na na na
            DOE 0 0 0 4 1 1 0 0
            HHS 57 75 46 88 129 119 22 15
                NIH 31 56 40 42 46 33 na na
                Other HHS 26 19 6 46 83 86 22 15
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            NASA 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
            NSF 5 0 1 1 2 2 2 3
            USDA 0 2 3 3 1 2 1 1
            Other 130 140 75 120 55 56 16 27
        Institutional 3,295 3,503 3,758 4,017 4,381 4,126 3,946 3,395
        Other nonfederal 141 124 125 116 135 132 123 102
            Domestic 141 124 125 116 135 132 120 100
            Foreign na na na na na na 3 2
        Self-support na na na na na na na na

    Traineeships 4,957 5,011 4,624 4,770 4,042 3,790 3,320 2,841
        Federal 4,174 4,034 3,720 3,803 3,162 2,964 2,291 1,795
            DOD 3 4 6 4 42 41 30 17
            DOE 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0
            HHS 3,589 3,453 3,153 3,129 2,519 2,328 1,815 1,420
                NIH 1,256 1,282 1,102 1,179 1,090 900 805 722
                Other HHS 2,333 2,171 2,051 1,950 1,429 1,428 1,010 698
            NASA 2 3 6 7 0 0 0 0
            NSF 25 36 33 24 18 18 5 12
            USDA 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1
            Other 555 538 522 639 581 575 441 345
        Institutional 648 815 735 771 682 628 852 880
        Other nonfederal 135 162 169 196 198 198 177 166
            Domestic 77 111 163 160 163 163 143 129
            Foreign 58 51 6 36 35 35 34 37
        Self-support na na na na na na na na

    Other types of support 40,164 43,060 45,824 49,501 48,071 47,508 49,076 41,812
        Federal 1,504 1,472 1,488 1,651 1,331 1,326 1,486 969
            DOD 202 194 232 263 191 191 172 142
            DOE 0 0 1 1 8 8 1 0
            HHS 574 510 594 592 500 497 391 316
                NIH 205 236 286 299 292 288 282 225
                Other HHS 369 274 308 293 208 209 109 91
            NASA 2 2 1 0 2 2 2 2
            NSF 3 7 8 55 0 1 7 6
            USDA 2 3 7 4 6 6 2 3
            Other 721 756 645 736 624 621 911 500
        Institutional 3,391 3,868 4,192 4,701 5,771 5,755 5,080 3,985
        Other nonfederal 1,241 1,200 1,240 1,564 1,350 1,347 906 1,095
            Domestic 1,121 1,099 1,121 1,496 1,260 1,258 812 975
            Foreign 120 101 119 68 90 89 94 120
        Self-support 34,028 36,520 38,904 41,585 39,619 39,080 41,604 35,763

DOD = Department of Defense; DOE = Department of Energy; HHS = Department of Health and Human Services; NASA = National Aeronautics and Space Administration; NIH = 
National Institutes of Health; NSF = National Science Foundation; USDA = U.S. Department of Agriculture.

SOURCE:  National Science Foundation/National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, NSF-NIH Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and 
Engineering.

a In 2007, GSS-eligible fields were reclassified, newly eligible fields were added, and survey was redesigned to improve coverage and coding of GSS-eligible units. "2007new" 
presents data as collected in 2007; "2007old" reflects data as they would have been collected under 2006 methodology. See appendix A, "Technical Notes," for further details and 
specific field changes.

na = not applicable.


