
Field 2008 2009 2010
All fields 27,153,966 30,935,436 29,847,552

   Environmental sciences 1,593,056 2,128,357 1,890,975
      Atmospheric sciences 523,235 NA NA
      Geological sciences 302,970 NA NA
      Oceanography 433,577 NA NA
      Environmental sciences, nec 333,274 NA NA

   Life sciences 15,557,373 16,468,320 16,454,766
      Agricultural sciences 494,704 NA NA
      Biological sciences (excluding environmental biology) 8,258,673 NA NA
      Environmental biology 368,160 NA NA
      Medical sciences 5,314,297 NA NA
      Life sciences, nec 1,121,539 NA NA

   Mathematics and computer sciences 1,407,444 1,876,325 1,641,428
      Computer sciences 733,798 NA NA
      Mathematics 645,045 NA NA
      Mathematics and computer sciences, nec 28,601 NA NA

   Physical sciences 3,403,121 4,284,380 4,024,506
      Astronomy 482,528 NA NA
      Chemistry 725,827 NA NA
      Physics 1,986,554 NA NA
      Physical sciences, nec 208,212 NA NA

   Psychology 936,002 980,325 988,614
      Biological aspects 532 NA NA
      Social aspects 6,550 NA NA
      Psychological sciences, nec 928,920 NA NA

   Social sciences 329,998 442,126 386,788
      Anthropology 15,177 NA NA

Preliminary

TABLE 30.  Federal obligations for basic research, by detailed field of science and engineering: FY 2008–10
(Dollars in thousands)

      Economics 43,698 NA NA
      Political science 16,499 NA NA
      Sociology 13,993 NA NA
      Social sciences, nec 240,631 NA NA

   Other sciences, nec 1,190,934 1,555,183 1,433,331

   Engineering 2,736,038 3,200,420 3,027,144
      Aeronautical engineering 149,524 NA NA
      Astronautical engineering 32,008 NA NA
      Chemical engineering 111,596 NA NA
      Civil engineering 126,177 NA NA

      Electrical engineering 221,406 NA NA
      Mechanical engineering 65,845 NA NA
      Metallurgy and materials engineering 993,248 NA NA
      Engineering, nec 1,036,234 NA NA

nec = not elsewhere classified.

SOURCE:  National Science Foundation/National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Federal Funds for 
Research and Development: FY 2008–10.

NA = not available; data collected for this table were not recorded at that level in that particular fiscal year.


