
Field 2011 2012 2013

All fields 15,720,038.9 15,724,845.6 15,989,676.3

    Computer sciences and mathematics 1,237,479.4 1,233,317.1 1,308,681.7
        Computer sciences 817,428.4 NA NA
        Mathematics 381,245.1 NA NA
        Other computer sciences and mathematics 38,806.0 NA NA

    Engineering 1,454,761.5 1,469,352.1 1,552,285.8
        Aeronautical engineering 77,611.0 NA NA
        Astronautical engineering 8,812.4 NA NA
        Chemical engineering 134,663.4 NA NA
        Civil engineering 137,506.7 NA NA
        Electrical engineering 189,505.0 NA NA
        Mechanical engineering 51,541.6 NA NA
        Metallurgy and materials engineering 231,465.2 NA NA
        Other engineering 623,656.3 NA NA

    Environmental sciences 895,652.5 885,320.2 953,713.5
        Atmospheric sciences 223,771.5 NA NA
        Geological sciences 187,597.4 NA NA
        Oceanography 317,876.1 NA NA
        Other environmental sciences 166,407.4 NA NA

    Life sciences 8,971,551.5 8,966,779.7 8,945,390.7
        Agricultural sciences 120,537.0 NA NA
        Biological sciences (excluding environmental biology) 5,053,423.0 NA NA
        Environmental biology 221,597.2 NA NA
        Medical sciences 2,881,626.8 NA NA
        Other life sciences 694,367.4 NA NA

    Physical sciences 1,652,074.8 1,639,390.4 1,626,473.5
        Astronomy 159,360.1 NA NA
        Chemistry 498,656.6 NA NA
        Physics 791,465.4 NA NA
        Other physical sciences 202,592.8 NA NA

    Psychology 646,025.5 650,088.0 655,581.1
        Biological aspects 9,173.1 NA NA
        Social aspects 7,615.5 NA NA
        Other psychological sciences 629,236.9 NA NA

    Social sciences 245,280.9 244,269.0 256,198.3
        Anthropology 19,468.7 NA NA
        Economics 31,518.3 NA NA
        Political science 9,114.3 NA NA
        Sociology 13,636.0 NA NA
        Other social sciences 171,543.6 NA NA

    Other sciences nec 617,212.8 636,329.2 691,351.8

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Federal Funds for Research 
and Development, FYs 2011–13.

Preliminary

TABLE 76. Federal obligations for basic research performed at universities and colleges for selected agencies, by 
detailed field of science and engineering: FYs 2011–13

NOTES: Because of rounding, detail may not add to total. Seven agencies are required to report data for this section of the survey: the 
Departments of Agriculture, Defense, Energy, Health and Human Services, and Homeland Security; the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration; and the National Science Foundation. Basic research obligations of these seven agencies represented over 99% 
of total federal basic research obligations to universities and colleges in FYs 2011–13.

NA = not available; data collected for this table were not recorded at that level in that particular fiscal year.

nec = not elsewhere classified.

(Dollars in thousands)


