
Field 2012 2013 2014
All fields 30,958,892.9 31,191,090.0 32,541,191.4

    Computer sciences and mathematics 1,794,928.7 1,789,094.7 1,962,094.2
        Computer sciences 922,418.3 NA NA
        Mathematics 806,239.4 NA NA
        Other computer sciences and mathematics 66,270.9 NA NA

    Engineering 3,458,923.4 3,480,644.8 3,688,740.4
        Aeronautical engineering 401,939.1 NA NA
        Astronautical engineering 79,410.0 NA NA
        Chemical engineering 94,431.8 NA NA
        Civil engineering 35,277.1 NA NA
        Electrical engineering 298,679.0 NA NA
        Mechanical engineering 156,427.2 NA NA
        Metallurgy and materials engineering 1,186,067.8 NA NA
        Other engineering 1,206,691.3 NA NA

    Environmental sciences 2,258,671.7 2,416,932.6 2,539,003.1
        Atmospheric sciences 952,337.2 NA NA
        Geological sciences 501,546.2 NA NA
        Oceanography 494,442.9 NA NA
        Other environmental sciences 310,345.4 NA NA

    Life sciences 16,015,826.5 16,093,727.9 16,307,108.5
        Agricultural sciences 127,499.6 NA NA
        Biological sciences (excluding environmental biology) 8,590,214.7 NA NA
        Environmental biology 359,683.7 NA NA
        Medical sciences 5,550,932.6 NA NA
        Other life sciences 1,387,496.0 NA NA

    Physical sciences 4,556,725.9 4,599,732.5 4,857,330.0
        Astronomy 924,970.6 NA NA
        Chemistry 776,331.0 NA NA
        Physics 2,568,019.9 NA NA
        Other physical sciences 287,404.4 NA NA

    Psychology 1,087,825.5 1,088,006.3 1,109,864.5
        Biological aspects 13,053.9 NA NA
        Social aspects 13,312.1 NA NA
        Other psychological sciences 1,061,459.5 NA NA

    Social sciences 381,399.2 381,113.2 404,166.7
        Anthropology 26,799.9 NA NA
        Economics 54,578.5 NA NA
        Political science 10,305.7 NA NA
        Sociology 38,690.1 NA NA
        Other social sciences 251,025.0 NA NA

    Other sciences nec 1,404,592.0 1,341,838.0 1,672,883.9

Preliminary

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Federal Funds for Research 
and Development, FYs 2012–14.

TABLE 33. Federal obligations for basic research, by detailed field of science and engineering: FYs 2012–14
(Dollars in thousands)

NA = not available; data collected for this table were not recorded at that level in that particular fiscal year.

nec = not elsewhere classified.

NOTE: Because of rounding, detail may not add to total. 


