
Field 2012 2013 2014
All fields 10,048,545.9 10,230,722.8 10,320,962.1

    Computer sciences and mathematics 229,209.5 287,682.7 298,336.7
        Computer sciences 174,198.7 NA NA
        Mathematics 44,576.9 NA NA
        Other computer sciences and mathematics 10,434.0 NA NA

    Engineering 939,028.3 901,369.5 910,761.2
        Aeronautical engineering 70,376.7 NA NA
        Astronautical engineering 28,759.3 NA NA
        Chemical engineering 26,787.5 NA NA
        Civil engineering 21,512.6 NA NA
        Electrical engineering 146,698.6 NA NA
        Mechanical engineering 30,844.3 NA NA
        Metallurgy and materials engineering 63,126.3 NA NA
        Other engineering 550,923.1 NA NA

    Environmental sciences 156,984.9 158,924.8 143,463.0
        Atmospheric sciences 17,692.1 NA NA
        Geological sciences 2,655.1 NA NA
        Oceanography 22,974.6 NA NA
        Other environmental sciences 113,663.1 NA NA

    Life sciences 7,594,204.7 7,713,694.0 7,783,694.5
        Agricultural sciences 129,690.7 NA NA
        Biological sciences (excluding environmental biology) 3,852,902.2 NA NA
        Environmental biology 90,604.8 NA NA
        Medical sciences 2,757,686.8 NA NA
        Other life sciences 763,320.2 NA NA

    Physical sciences 211,545.8 230,951.1 217,285.1
        Astronomy 9,603.1 NA NA
        Chemistry 93,498.0 NA NA
        Physics 93,860.3 NA NA
        Other physical sciences 14,584.4 NA NA

    Psychology 570,769.7 583,379.1 578,884.7
        Biological aspects 1,113.2 NA NA
        Social aspects 3,679.7 NA NA
        Other psychological sciences 565,976.8 NA NA

    Social sciences 120,188.8 135,044.4 131,772.2
        Anthropology 62.4 NA NA
        Economics 34,769.2 NA NA
        Political science 262.0 NA NA
        Sociology 14,641.4 NA NA
        Other social sciences 70,453.9 NA NA

    Other sciences nec 226,614.1 219,677.3 256,764.8

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Federal Funds for Research 
and Development, FYs 2012–14.

Preliminary

TABLE 87. Federal obligations for applied research performed at universities and colleges for selected agencies, by 
detailed field of science and engineering: FYs 2012–14

NOTES: Because of rounding, detail may not add to total. Seven agencies are required to report data for this section of the survey: the 
Departments of Agriculture, Defense, Energy, Health and Human Services, and Homeland Security; the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration; and the National Science Foundation. Applied research obligations of these seven agencies represented over 95% of 
total federal applied research obligations to universities and colleges in FYs 2012–13, and over 94% in FY 2014.

(Dollars in thousands)

NA = not available; data collected for this table were not recorded at that level in that particular fiscal year.

nec = not elsewhere classified.


