
Division of Environmental Biology
Virtual Office Hour

Safe and Inclusive Fieldwork (SAIF) plans and other changes to proposal 
submission you need to know

Please submit questions via the Q&A button available to you on Zoom.  
Please set to “Send anonymously”
November 13, 2023



Welcome!
Division of Environmental Biology

NSF staff in attendance today:

• Leslie Rissler – DEB / Evolutionary Processes

• Colette St. Mary – IOS / Behavioral Systems

• Jean Feldman - Head, Policy Office, Division of Institution and Award Support

• Jessie Crain – GEO Antarctic Research Support Manager

• Jeremy Wojdak (host) – Population and Community Ecology

• Chris Balakrishnan – Systematics and Biodiversity Science

Facilitators – Christina Washington, Megan Lewis and Bill Lawson
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DEB Virtual Office Hour

DEB Office Hours: second Monday of each month, 1-2pm Eastern

Upcoming Topics:  
December 11: Introduction to the Directorate for Technology, 
   Innovation and Partnerships (TIP)
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DEB Blog posts upcoming topics, registration, 
and recap posts

https://debblog.nsfbio.com/office-hours/
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BIO News and Updates
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Visit www.nsf.gov and scroll down until you see the Sign 
up and social media banner, click on the yellow box, and 

follow the prompts.

Volunteer to review: DEB: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DEBexpertise  

http://www.nsf.gov/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DEBexpertise


Recent and Upcoming Funding Opportunities
Find links to all recent solicitations and DCL at the left side of the BIO webpage under Funding

Remember – Many BIO solicitations have no deadlines and no submission limits. 
• NSF 23-549, 23-548, 23-547 – DEB, IOS, and MCB Core Programs - No deadline

• NSF 22-591 – Opportunities for Promoting Understanding through Synthesis (OPUS) – No deadline

• NSF 23-620 – Postdoctoral Research Fellowship in Biology – Deadline Nov 29

• NSF 22-513 – Organismal Response to Climate Change (ORCC) – Deadline Dec 13

• NSF 23-514 – Research and Mentoring for Postbaccalaureates in Biological Sciences – Deadline Jan 18

• DCL 23-096 – Future Proofing Plants to a Changing Climate

• DCL 23-160 – STEM Access for Persons with Disabilities 

• BIO 18-001 – Biological Sciences Temporary/Rotator Program Officer
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https://beta.nsf.gov/careers/openings/bio/bio-18-001


ALL NSF Submissions

• Starting October 23, 2023: PIs and other senior personnel are required to use the 
SciENcv format only for preparation of the Biographical Sketch and Current and 
Pending support

Check out the DEB Blog for more information 

https://debblog.nsfbio.com/
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Safe and Inclusive Fieldwork (SAIF) Pilot
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1. What’s the difference between the NSF-wide requirement for 
off-campus or off-site research certification and the SAIF Pilot?

2. When do I have to submit a SAIF Plan?

3. What is in a SAIF Plan and how are they reviewed?



Proposal & Award Policies & Procedures Guide (PAPPG)

NSF 23-1: Effective for proposals submitted or due on or after January 30, 
2023
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Off-campus or off-site research is 
defined as data/information/ 
samples being collected off-campus 
or off-site, such as fieldwork and 
research activities on vessels and 
aircraft.
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What does NSF define as 
“off-campus” or “off-site”?



Where do I check and/or sign?
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Proposal Cover Page – last box should be checked

Proposal Certification Page – AOR signature 
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PAPPG certification requirement
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Summary – for proposals with data/information/samples 
collected off-campus or off-site
1) Checkbox on Cover Page – marked if any off-campus or off-site research 
is proposed (effective as of 30 Jan 2023)

2) Chapter II.E.9 of PAPPG – Safe and Inclusive Working Environments 
for Off-Campus or Off-Site Research - new stipulation associated with AOR 
certification indicating that an organization has a plan in place if work 
proposes off-campus or off-site research (effective as of 30 Jan 2023)

3) BIO and GEO SAIF Pilot - 2-page Supp Doc that will be reviewed as part of 
the Broader Impacts merit review criterion of each proposal with off-campus 
or off-site research (effective date depends on solicitation)
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Directorate Solicitation Name of Program
GEO 23-539 Cultural Transformation in the Geoscience Community
GEO 23-540 GEOPAths
GEO 23-572 Arctic Research Opportunities
BIO 23-549 DEB core solicitation
BIO 23-547 IOS core solicitation
BIO 23-548 MCB core solicitation
BIO 23-542 Biodiversity on a Changing Planet
BIO 23-559 Plant Genome Research Program
BIO 23-580 Infrastructure Capacity for Biological Research

BIO 23-578 Infrastructure Innovation for Biological Research
BIO/GEO 23-616 Ecology and Evolution of Infectious Disease
OISE 23-577 Global Centers

Which solicitations participate in the SAIF Pilot?
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SAIF Plans must include
• brief description of the field setting and unique challenges for the team

• steps the proposing organization will take to nurture an inclusive off-
campus or off-site working environment , including processes to establish 
shared team definitions of roles, responsibilities, and culture, e.g., codes of 
conduct, trainings, mentor/mentee mechanisms and field support that might 
include regular check-ins, and/or developmental events;

• communication processes within the off-site team and to the 
organization(s) that minimize singular points within the communication 
pathway (e.g., there should not be a single person overseeing access to a single 
satellite phone); and

• the organizational mechanisms that will be used for reporting, responding 
to, and resolving issues of harassment if they arise.
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Reviewers must evaluate SAIF Plans within 
Broader Impacts criterion

• Is there a compelling plan (including the procedures, trainings, and 
communication processes) to establish, nurture, and maintain inclusive 
off-campus or off-site working environment(s)?

• Does the proposed plan identify and adequately address the unique 
challenges for the team and the specific off-campus or off-site setting(s)?

• Are the organizational mechanisms to be used for reporting, responding 
to, and resolving issues of harassment, should they occur, clearly outlined? 
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