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In Fiscal Year (FY) 2019, the National 
Science Foundation made $76,261,000 
in awards to Connecticut in support of 
fundamental research, advanced technical 
education, entrepreneurial training, STEM 
teacher training, small business development, 
major research instrumentation, and more. 

DID YOU KNOW?

DISCOVERY | Researchers at the University 
of Connecticut’s Institute of Materials 
Science significantly improved the 
performance of an atomically thin 
semiconductor material by stretching it, an 
accomplishment that could prove beneficial 
to engineers designing the next generation
of flexible electronics, nano devices, and 
optical sensors. The findings mark the first time scientists have been able to conclusively show that 
the properties of atomically thin materials can be mechanically manipulated to enhance their 
performance. Such capabilities could lead to faster computer processors and more efficient 
sensors. Primary funding for this research was provided by an NSF Faculty Early Career 
Development award.

STEM WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT | NSF made $8,457,666 in awards in FY 2019 in support 
of graduate students through NSF’s flagship Graduate Research Fellowship Program, which 
supports students pursuing master’s and doctoral degrees in STEM disciplines.

SUPPORTING STUDENTS | With funding from NSF's Scholarships in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics (S-STEM), the Computer Science, Mathematics, and Physics (CSMP) 
Scholarship Program of Central Connecticut provides support to low-income students with 
demonstrated financial need and academic promise. The project is funding 88 scholarships over 
five years for students pursuing bachelor's degrees in the CSMP fields at Central Connecticut 
State University (CCSU), Manchester Community College (MCC), and Tunxis Community 
College (TCC). This scholarship program supports students planning to continue their studies in a 
graduate program as well as to those planning to enter the workforce upon earning an 
undergraduate degree. This grant builds upon the success of two previous NSF S-STEM awards 
that established a well-functioning student support infrastructure and faculty and staff resources 
who have experience with interventions for students who have academic or social/emotional 
difficulties while in the program.

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING INDICATORS | 5.07% of the Connecticut workforce is employed in 
S&E occupations, and 8.43% of Connecticut business establishments are industries with high 
employment in science, engineering and technology (SET) occupations.+

COMPETITIVE RESEARCH | NSF made $74,354,000 in awards to Connecticut’s academic institutions 
in FY 2019.

Total NSF awards to 
Connecticut in FY19

$61,106,000 
Amount invested in 
fundamental research in 
Connecticut in FY19

$15,155,000 
Amount invested in STEM 
education in Connecticut 
in FY19

$1,840,000 
Amount invested in 
Connecticutian startups 
through NSF’s small 
business program in FY19

$40,147,000 
Yale University

$26,158,000
University of Connecticut

$1,613,000 
University of New 
Haven
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+ National Science Board, National Science Foundation. 2020. Science and Engineering Indicators 2020: The State of U.S. Science and Engineering.
NSB-2020-1. Alexandria, VA. Available at https://ncses.nsf.gov/pubs/nsb20201/.

University of Connecticut undergraduate Nico 
Wright at work in Professor Michael Pettes’ 
mechanical engineering laboratory.   
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