FAST FACTS
$309,353,000

Total NSF awards to lllinois
inFY19

$256,399,000

Amount invested in
fundamental research in
Illinois in FY19

$52,954,000
Amount invested in STEM
education in lllinois in FY19

$1,223,000

Amount invested in lllinoian
startups through NSF’s small
business program in FY19

TOP3
NSF-FUNDED ACADEMIC
INSTITUTIONS FOR FY19

$104,842,000

University of lllinois at
Urbana-Champaign

$56,959,000

Northwestern University

$51714,000

University of Chicago
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NSF & ILLINOIS

In Fiscal Year (FY) 2019, the National
Science Foundation made $309,353,000 in
awards to lllinois in support of fundamental
research, advanced technical education,
entrepreneurial training, STEM teacher
training, small business development, major
research instrumentation, and more.

DID YOU KNOW?

DISCOVERY | The NSF-funded Materials
Research Science and Engineering Center
(MRSEC) at Northwestern University
advances world-class materials research,
education and outreach via active
interdisciplinary collaborations with external
partners in academia, industry, national
laboratories and museums, both domestically
and abroad. Northwestern’s MRSEC provides sustained support of interdisciplinary materials
research and education of the highest quality, while addressing fundamental problems in science
and engineering.
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Students in the NSF-funded Chicago Children’s Museum
Tinkering Lab use a ramp to test vehicles they built.
Image Credit: Chicago Children’s Museum

STEM WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT | NSF’s CyberCorps®: Scholarship for Service (SFS) program

is a scholarship program designed to recruit and train the next generation of information technology
professionals, industry control system security professionals and security managers to meet the needs of
the cybersecurity mission for federal, state, local and tribal governments. All scholarship recipients must
work after graduation for a federal, state, local or tribal government organization in a position related
to cybersecurity for a period equal to the length of the scholarship. Moraine Valley Community
College is a participant in the program’s first cohort of community colleges. Through cohort-based
learning, SFS scholars at the community college will collaborate on activities and events including
student skills competitions, certification preparation workshops, visits to local federal agencies, and
participation in job fairs. Experiential learning will allow students to gain skills from real cybersecurity
vulnerabilities and attacks experienced by businesses and organizations.

SUPPORTING STUDENTS | The Adler Planetarium is actively researching how to improve the
ability of people to understand scientific information and make sense of data. In this NSF-funded
project, the planetarium will develop and test curricula for introductory astronomy, biology and
geoscience courses, often the last science course a non-science major will ever take, while involving
students in citizen science research projects.

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING INDICATORS |4.41% of the lllinois workforce is employed in S&E
occupations, and 9.38% of lllinois business establishments are industries with high employment in
science, engineering and technology (SET) occupations.*

COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH | NSF provides operational support through the University of Chicago
for GeoSoilEnviroCARS (GSECARS), a national multi-user facility for research in the earth sciences using
synchrotron radiation at the Advanced Photon Source (APS), Argonne National Laboratory. Research
enabled by the GSECARS facility addresses quality-of-life issues such as carbon sequestration,
environmental remediation, properties of nanomaterials, and earthquake generation. The unique
capabilities of the APS and GSECARS allow groundbreaking experiments to be conducted in research
areas relevant to the NSF-Earth Science mission, including the nature of the deep Earth and giant
planets, evolution of volcanic systems, and biogeochemical cycling and climate.

+ National Science Board, National Science Foundation. 2020. Science and Engineering Indicators 2020: The State of U.S. Science and Engineering.




