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NSF & MARYLAND
In Fiscal Year (FY) 2019, the National 
Science Foundation made $426,367,000 
in awards to Maryland in support of 
fundamental research, advanced technical 
education, entrepreneurial training, STEM 
teacher training, long-term ecological 
monitoring, small business development, 
major research instrumentation and more. 

DID YOU KNOW?

DISCOVERY | Equitable, ethical and 
sustainable use of the Earth’s finite resources 
requires understanding how human behavior 
affects and responds to the environment. 
The National Socio-Environmental Synthesis 
Center (SESYNC), located at the University 
of Maryland College Park, facilitates 
novel research across the natural and social sciences to achieve this understanding. The center 
will develop education and training activities to build capacity across all career stages to solve 
complex problems and to develop a new generation of researchers skilled in collaboration, 
communication and understanding, and to provide the knowledge needed to address complex 
problems challenging human societies globally. This is a five-year cooperative agreement for 
$28,200,000.

STEM WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT | The University of Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC) 
received a five-year, $4,998,073 continuing grant to continue to expand its participation in NSF’s 
CyberCorps®: Scholarship for Service (SFS) program to prepare highly qualified cybersecurity 
professionals for entry into the government workforce. UMBC is a designated National Center of 
Academic Excellence in Cyber Defense Education and Research and partners with Montgomery 
College and Prince George’s Community College to support sophomores at these institutions.

SUPPORTING STUDENTS | NSF made $3,674,252 in awards to Maryland in FY 2019 in support 
of graduate students through its flagship Graduate Research Fellowship Program, which supports 
students pursuing master’s and doctoral degrees in STEM disciplines.

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING INDICATORS | 7.69% of the Maryland workforce is employed in 
S&E occupations, and 12.65% of Maryland’s business establishments are industries with high 
employment in science, engineering and technology (SET) occupations.+ 

FACILITIES | The National Ecological Observatory Network, or NEON, comprises terrestrial, 
aquatic, atmospheric and remote-sensing measurement infrastructure and cyberinfrastructure 
that deliver standardized, calibrated data to the scientific community through a single, openly 
accessible data portal. NEON infrastructure is geographically distributed through 81 sites across 
the United States, including Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico, and will generate data for ecological 
research over a 30 year period.  Maryland is home to the Smithsonian Environmental 
Research Center -- SERC site.

$426,367,000 
Total NSF awards to 
Maryland in FY19

$293,252,000 
Amount invested in 
fundamental research in 
Maryland in FY19

$29,714,000 
Amount invested in STEM 
education in Maryland 
in FY19

$5,791,000
Amount invested in 
Maryland startups 
through NSF’s small 
business program in FY19

$52,121,000 
University of Maryland, 
College Park

$38,294,000
Johns Hopkins University

$11,329,000 
University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County
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University of Maryland researchers conducted one of 
the first in-depth analyses on whether people recall 
information better through virtual reality as opposed to 
desktop computers.
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