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FY 2022 Fast Facts

NSF By The Numbers
The National Science Foundation 
(NSF) is a $9.5 billion independent 
federal agency created by Congress 
in 1950 to promote the progress 
of science; to advance the national 
health, prosperity, and welfare; 
to secure the national defense. 
NSF’s vital role is to support basic 
research and researchers who 
create knowledge that transforms 
the future.

University of Minnesota
-Twin Cities

$76,391,667

Minnesota State
University, Mankato

$3,720,960

University of
Minnesota-Duluth

$3,491,770
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Data represents FY 2022 Actuals unless otherwise indicated.

$4,878,000
Invested in Minnesota

Businesses

$24,741,000
Invested in STEM 

Education in Minnesota

$77,987,000
Invested in Fundamental 
Research in Minnesota

$102,727,000
Total NSF Awards

to Minnesota
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NCSES
According to the National Center for Science and 
Engineering Statistics (NCSES), which is housed in NSF,
Minnesota ranks 12th in the nation for utility patents 
issued to state residents. Visit Minnesota’s science and 
engineering state profile to learn more!

Learn More
CHIPS & SCIENCE – The CHIPS and Science Act’s investments 
in the U.S. National Science Foundation will help the United 
States remain a global leader in innovation. Implementation 
of this legislation will be key to ensuring that ideas, talent and 
prosperity are unleashed across all corners of the nation. For 
more information, please visit NSF’s CHIPS and Science website.

RESEARCH SECURITY – NSF is committed to safeguarding 
the integrity and security of science and engineering while 
also keeping fundamental research open and collaborative. 
NSF seeks to address an age of new threats and challenges 
through close work with our partners in academia, law 
enforcement, intelligence and other federal agencies. By 
fostering transparency, disclosure and other practices that 
reflect the values of research integrity, NSF is helping to lead 
the way in ensuring taxpayer-funded research remains secure. 
To learn more, please visit NSF’s Research Security website.

CONNECT WITH NSF – For more information on NSF’s impact 
in your state, please contact NSF’s Office of Legislative and 
Public Affairs at congressionalteam@nsf.gov.

Expanding the Frontiers of Science
Advances in technology have generated new knowledge and novel structures and devices that have great 
potential to positively impact the world. The Midwest Nano Infrastructure Corridor, or MiNIC, led by the 
University of Minnesota Twin Cities, accelerates these advances by providing access to leading-edge micro- 
and nanofabrication and material characterization capabilities for the research and development of both 
nanoscience and nanotechnology. MiNIC will support a broad spectrum of nano R&D and target researchers in 
two areas: development of materials and devices for quantum sensing and computing, a field with the potential 
to revolutionize information technology; and application of these technologies to biology and medicine. Extreme 
miniaturization will enable sensing approaches that will change the current understanding of biology and 
allow researchers to create intelligent devices for use inside the human body. MiNIC also engages underserved 
communities to increase participation in this rapidly growing field and supports micro and nano laboratories at 
smaller schools to enable the development of nanotechnology throughout the Midwest.

STEM Education and Broadening Participation
An NSF-funded project at Minnesota State University, Mankato aims to address the need for a STEM 
workforce by supporting the retention and graduation of high-achieving, low-income students in relevant 
fields with demonstrated financial need. This project increases student success in biology and biochemistry 
at Minnesota State University, Mankato, a regional comprehensive university that serves many rural and first-
generation college students. It accomplishes this by providing students with multiple supports, including first-
year communities, sustained advising and mentoring, on-going professional and career development events, 
and real-world research training. The project provides undergraduate students with professional experiences, 
academic training and skills needed for science, technology, engineering and mathematics employment and 
graduate education in the region and beyond. Further, the project generates insights into the ways combining 
multiple support systems can promote undergraduate student persistence and success in biology and 
biochemistry. 

Regional Innovation Engines 
The NSF Engines program envisions fostering flourishing regional innovation ecosystems across the country, 
providing a unique opportunity to spur economic growth in regions that have not fully participated in the 
technology boom of the past few decades. The NSF Engines program uniquely harnesses the nation’s science 
and technology research and development enterprise and regional-level resources. NSF Engines can catalyze 
robust partnerships rooted in scientific and technological innovation to positively impact the economy within 
a geographic region, address societal challenges, and advance national competitiveness. Find potential NSF 
engines in your state.

2415 Eisenhower Avenue | Alexandria, VA 22314www.nsf.gov

28.91% of Minnesota’s higher education 
degrees are concentrated in S&E fields.

5.71% of Minnesota’s workforce are 
employed in S&E occupations.

8.27% of Minnesota’s total employment 
is attributable to knowledge - and 
technology - intensive industries.

Infrastructure
The Polar Geospatial Center at the University of 
Minnesota provides geospatial support, mapping 
and geographic information system/remote sensing 
solutions to researchers and logistics groups in 
the polar science community. Their mission is to 
introduce state-of-the-art techniques from the 
geospatial field to effectively solve problems in the 
least mapped places on Earth. 
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