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FY 2022 Fast Facts

NSF By The Numbers
The National Science Foundation 
(NSF) is a $9.5 billion independent 
federal agency created by Congress 
in 1950 to promote the progress 
of science; to advance the national 
health, prosperity, and welfare; 
to secure the national defense. 
NSF’s vital role is to support basic 
research and researchers who 
create knowledge that transforms 
the future.

University of Utah

$52,265,282
Utah State University

$17,531,795
Brigham Young University

$7,929,905
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Data represents FY 2022 Actuals unless otherwise indicated.

$2,241,000
Invested in Utah

Businesses

$8,333,000
Invested in STEM 
Education in Utah

$75,582,000
Invested in Fundamental 

Research in Utah

$83,916,000
Total NSF Awards

to Utah
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NCSES
According to the National Center for Science and 
Engineering Statistics (NCSES), which is housed in NSF,
26% of science, engineering and health doctorates 
conferred in Utah are made in life sciences. Visit Utah’s 
science and engineering state profile to learn more!

Learn More
CHIPS & SCIENCE – The CHIPS and Science Act’s investments 
in the U.S. National Science Foundation will help the United 
States remain a global leader in innovation. Implementation 
of this legislation will be key to ensuring that ideas, talent and 
prosperity are unleashed across all corners of the nation. For 
more information, please visit NSF’s CHIPS and Science website.

RESEARCH SECURITY – NSF is committed to safeguarding 
the integrity and security of science and engineering while 
also keeping fundamental research open and collaborative. 
NSF seeks to address an age of new threats and challenges 
through close work with our partners in academia, law 
enforcement, intelligence and other federal agencies. By 
fostering transparency, disclosure and other practices that 
reflect the values of research integrity, NSF is helping to lead 
the way in ensuring taxpayer-funded research remains secure. 
To learn more, please visit NSF’s Research Security website.

CONNECT WITH NSF – For more information on NSF’s impact 
in your state, please contact NSF’s Office of Legislative and 
Public Affairs at congressionalteam@nsf.gov.

Expanding the Frontiers of Science
Silk is one of nature’s strongest and lightest biomaterials. It is used by hundreds of thousands of species for 
an array of applications. Yet, outside of a few species, little is known about the genomic basis and material 
properties of natural silks. The Silk Protein Innovation and Novelty project takes an integrative approach to 
examine the molecular, developmental and functional basis of silk across a diversity of uses. An integrative 
team of natural historians, molecular biologists, developmental biologists and bioengineers at Brigham Young 
University are combining their expertise to gain insight into how nature shapes silk fiber function. This research 
is foundational to engineering new materials that can be applied to many products, from surgical adhesives 
to sustainable clothing. As part of this project, multiple postdoctoral researchers and graduate students gain 
interdisciplinary training in genomics, gene editing and engineering. Furthermore, this project creates a traveling 
museum exhibit to educate the public about the natural properties of silk.

STEM Education and Broadening Participation
The Promoting Engagement in Chemistry, Physics, and Earth Sciences project at Utah Valley University is 
contributing to the national need for well-educated scientists, mathematicians, engineers and technicians by 
supporting the retention and graduation of high-achieving, low-income students with demonstrated financial 
need. There are three specific objectives: promote student success for academically promising low-income 
students in the physical sciences; prepare students for post-graduate education and careers; and increase 
science, technology, engineering, mathematics, or STEM enrollment. Over its six-year duration, this project will 
fund scholarships to at least 40 unique full-time students who are pursuing a bachelor’s degree in the physical 
sciences, including chemistry, earth science and physics. Scholarships of up to $7,500 for up to four years will 
be awarded, supplemented by funding to support original research and professional development. Faculty 
mentoring, undergraduate research opportunities and significant career preparation will enhance the retention 
and preparation of scholars throughout the scholarship duration. This project is funded by NSF’s Scholarships in 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics program, which seeks to increase the number of low-income 
academically talented students with demonstrated financial need who earn degrees in STEM fields.  

Regional Innovation Engines 
The NSF Engines program envisions fostering flourishing regional innovation ecosystems across the country, 
providing a unique opportunity to spur economic growth in regions that have not fully participated in the 
technology boom of the past few decades. The NSF Engines program uniquely harnesses the nation’s science 
and technology research and development enterprise and regional-level resources. NSF Engines can catalyze 
robust partnerships rooted in scientific and technological innovation to positively impact the economy within 
a geographic region, address societal challenges, and advance national competitiveness. Find potential NSF 
engines in your state.
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21.55% of Utah’s higher education degrees 
are concentrated in S&E fields.

5.74% of Utah’s workforce are employed
in S&E occupations.

8.51% of Utah’s total employment is 
attributable to knowledge - and 
technology - intensive industries.

Infrastructure
The mission of NSF’s Center for Synthetic Organic 
Electrochemistry at the University of Utah is to 
make synthetic organic electrochemistry mainstream 
through the invention of enabling, green, safe 
and economic new reactions and demystifying 
fundamental electrochemical reactivity. 
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