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NSF & WASHINGTON
In Fiscal Year (FY) 2019, the National 
Science Foundation made $153,926,000 
in awards to Washington in support of 
fundamental research, advanced technical 
education, entrepreneurial training, STEM 
teacher training, long-term ecological 
monitoring, small business development, 
major research instrumentation and more. 

DID YOU KNOW?

DISCOVERY | NSF-funded scientists at 
Washington State University created an 
injectable dye that illuminates molecules with 
near-infrared light, making it easier to see 
what is going on deep inside the body. The 
new dye will help medical researchers track 
the progression of a wide array of diseases, 
such as cancer.

STEM WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT | Three institutions in Washington participate in NSF’s 
CyberCorps®: Scholarship for Service program, which is designed to recruit and train the next 
generation to meet the needs of the cybersecurity mission for federal, state, local and tribal 
governments. The program provides scholarships for up to three years of support for cybersecurity 
undergraduate and graduate education and in return, recipients agree to work after graduation for 
the U.S. Government in a position related to cybersecurity.

SUPPORTING STUDENTS | The Major Research Instrumentation (MRI) program serves to increase access 
to multi-user scientific and engineering instrumentation for research and research training in the nation’s 
institutions of higher education and not-for-profit scientific/engineering research organizations. The goal 
of an MRI award is to enhance research training for students who will become the next generation of 
instrument users, designers and builders. Central Washington University received an MRI award that 
allowed for the acquisition of a 0.6-meter telescope. The instrument is a compact, low-cost, high-
resolution spectrograph designed to detect and measure the orbital characteristics of Jupiter-sized 
planets around nearby giant stars. Much of the local engineering work and scientific observations will be 
performed by undergraduate students. This will provide training opportunities that generally are not 
available at non-PhD granting schools.

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING INDICATORS | 7.45 percent of the Washington workforce is 
employed in S&E occupations, and 9.32 percent of Washington business establishments are 
industries with high employment in science, engineering and technology occupations.+

COMPETITIVE RESEARCH | In FY 2019 NSF made $140,434,000 in awards to Washington academic 
institutions.

$153,926,000 
Total NSF awards to 
Washington in FY19

$123,860,000
Amount invested in 
fundamental research in 
Washington in FY19

$30,067,000 
Amount invested in STEM 
education in Washington 
in FY19

$8,538,000 
Amount invested in 
Washingtonian startups 
through NSF’s small 
business program in FY19

$102,793,000 
University of 
Washington

$19,541,000 
Washington State 
University

$2,956,000 
Western Washington 
University
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Water Sustainability and Climate (WSC) scientists are 
studying the watershed of the Yakima River Basin in 
Washington State.
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