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NSF & WISCONSIN
In Fiscal Year (FY) 2019, the National 
Science Foundation made $130,694,000 
in awards to Wisconsin in support of 
fundamental research, advanced technical 
education, entrepreneurial training, STEM 
teacher training, long-term ecological 
monitoring, small business development, 
major research instrumentation and more. 

DID YOU KNOW?

DISCOVERY | Researchers at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison’s Center for Limnology 
recently completed a study that connected 
phosphorus loading in lakes to extreme 
precipitation events. The problem is largely 
due to the phosphorus, a key element in 
fertilizers, that is carried off the land and into 
the water where it grows toxic algae blooms 
as easily as it grows corn and soybeans. 
Farmers and conservation groups now use several strategies to try to slow water down and 
capture some of the sediment and fertilizer it carries as it runs off a field. 

STEM WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT | The University of Wisconsin-Madison was awarded 
$1,942,000 through NSF’s INCLUDES program to develop partnerships among stakeholders across 
the public, private and academic sectors; share promising practices for broadening participation 
and other useful data; contribute to the knowledge base on broadening participation in STEM 
through research; and establish a framework for supporting communications and networking among 
partners. NSF INCLUDES is a comprehensive national initiative designed to enhance U.S. leadership 
STEM discoveries and innovations by focusing on broadening participation. 

SUPPORTING STUDENTS | NSF made $7,687,000 in awards in FY 2019 in support of 
graduate students through NSF’s flagship Graduate Research Fellowship Program, which 
supports students pursuing master’s and doctoral degrees in STEM disciplines.

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING INDICATORS | 4.53% of the Wisconsin workforce is employed in 
S&E occupations, and 7.43% of Wisconsin business establishments are industries with high 
employment in science, engineering and technology occupations.+

$130,694,000 
Total NSF awards to 
Wisconsin in FY19

$115,258,000
Amount invested in 
fundamental research in 
Wisconsin in FY19

$15,437,000 
Amount invested in STEM 
education in Wisconsin 
in FY19

$3,828,000 
Amount invested in 
Wisconsinite startups 
through NSF’s small 
business program in FY19

$98,185,000 
University of Wisconsin, 
Madison

$13,313,000
University of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee

$5,438,000 
Marquette University
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+ National Science Board, National Science Foundation. 2020. Science and Engineering Indicators 2020: The State of U.S. Science and Engineering.
NSB-2020-1. Alexandria, VA. Available at https://ncses.nsf.gov/pubs/nsb20201/.

Wisconsin is home to the North American Nanohertz 
Observatory for Gravitational Waves (NANOGrav). 
It is a consortium of astronomers who share a common 
goal of detecting gravitational waves via regular 
observations of an ensemble of millisecond pulsars using 
radio telescopes.
Image Credit: NANOGrav
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