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A passionate, student-centered leader, she has dedicated more than 20 years serving our nation’s Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities. Dr. Nave is an innovative educator and progressive leader who has also 
served as faculty and administrator at Prairie View A&M University and North Carolina Central University, 
where her time at both is characterized by implementing bold, impactful initiatives that elevated both 
institutions to higher standards.

Since arriving at Alcorn, she has hit the ground running to elevate the profile of this beloved institution. In 
three short years, she has increased strategic partnerships with Fortune 500 corporations and foundations. 
President Nave has implemented cutting-edge and inclusionary strategies to enhance the physical and 
technology infrastructures of the campus, developed corporate partnerships to improve scholarship 
offerings, and enhance internship and job opportunities for students. Further, under Dr. Nave’s leadership, 
Alcorn received the largest single donor gift in the University’s history — $25 million from philanthropist 
MacKenzie Scott, nearly doubling the University’s endowment and the largest alumni gift to date from Dr. 
Dennis Thomas — $500,000. Under her tenure, annual giving has more than doubled from $1.6 million to 
over $4.0 million annually. Committed to providing the very highest standards of academic excellence, Dr. 
Nave spearheaded the University’s 10-year reaffirmation of accreditation, along with specialized academic 
accreditations.

Nationally, Dr. Nave provides oversight of the nationally recognized Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and 
Ranchers Policy Center (SDFR), serves as a member of the executive council for the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC), the National Science Foundation Education 
Advisory Council, the Southwestern Athletic Conference (SWAC), and the 1890 Council. She also serves as a 
member of the USDA/1890 Task Force and the Presidents & Chancellors Leadership Group for the Minority 
Opportunities Athletic Association (MOAA). She has testified before the US House of Representatives 
Agriculture Subcommittee on Biotechnology, Horticulture, and Research, and testified before the US Senate 
Agriculture Committee.

A few of her honors include 2023 Most Influential African Americans in the state of Mississippi, being 
featured on the cover of CIO Views magazine as “The 10 Most Successful Businesswomen to Watch 2022”; 
Mississippi Business Journal’s 50 Leading Business Women, 2019; The Links, Incorporated — Courageous 
Leadership Award, 2019; and University of Toledo Department of Chemical Engineering Outstanding Alumna 
Award, 2019.
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